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Honorable Pouglas 1. Stringfellow
House of Lepresentatives

Dear Yr, Stringfellow:

This is in further reply to your lstter of Cetober 7, 155k, in which
you discuss the need for reassuring the citizens of Utah that future
atomic tests in lievada will not endanger life, health, and property.

We appreciate the fact that the amnouncement of a test program next
spring in Nevada may cause some apprehenslon amang the sheepmen in
southern Utah who normally winter sheep adjacent tec the Nevada Prov-
ing Ground. As you know, every conceivable precauticn is taken to
limit the effects of such tests to the confines of the Froving Ground
or the area immediately adjacent thereto, All eriteria of feasibility
for detonating each device will be carefully reviewed by a panel of
experts as in the past, and with the improved methods now available
for weather forecasting, even more precise predictions are expected
t0 be made,

Provision has also been mades to search the areas immediately adjacent
to the Proving Ground to locate persons and livestock that may inacde
vertently have entered areas in which significant fallout from a
detonaticn may cecur. Every effort will be made to provide ample
cpportunity to permit the remcval of livestock or perscns {rom such
areas, including delaying the test if appropriate. In any event every
reasonable effort will be mede to insure that precise information will
be available on any fallout adlacent to the test sits,

The decision to conduct tests and the selection of the particular
appropriate test site obviocusly are matters of wital importance and
are made only after thorough study and moat careful consideration,
fany factors are considered, the most erucial of which is health and
safety. If, and only if, the Commission is certain that tests can
safely be conducted in jevada is consideration given to logistic
economy and operaticnal convenience,
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Honorable Louglas d. Stringfellow -~ 2.

We have determined that the tests planned for lievada next spring can
be executed safely, 'ie cannot, therefore, justify waiving the tremen=-
dous meonetary savings in logistics and the sismificant operational
flexibility which the jievada site offers, in order to conduct these
particular tests "... at some more remote area outside the continental

United States."”

We are pleased to nocte your continuing interest in the resesrch which
the Atomic Energy Commission is supporting at the Experimental “tation
of the Utmh Agricultural College. The Commission has a very keen ine
terest in this research, as svidenced by the efforts of the steff of
cur Divigion of Hiolosy and fedicine to assist members of the collere
staff in developing the experimental design of the project finally
approved., The project proposal in final form was not received by the
Atomic Inergy Commissicn until February, 195k, and the contract becsnme
effective April 20, 195L, Hence, it is too early to expect the re~
search to produee definitive findings on the exact cause of the sheep
and livestock loasses in southern Utah which oceurred in the spring of
1952, while the exact csuse of animel losses is not lknown, you will
recall that earlier extensive studies made by a committee of covern~
ment and non-governnent experts reached the conclusion that radioactive
fallout was not the cause. This conoclusion was stated in the Commis-
sion's report of Jamary 5, 195k, a copy of uhich was previously fur-
nished to you,.

We recopgnize that there exdsis some apprehension on the part of many
livestockmen in southemm (tah that further tests might cause thenm
aconomic loss, The alternative is not to postpone or relocate the

tests, since as outlined above such roves cannot be justified in the
national interest, but rather to work closely with the sheep and cattile
producers in the ares and acguaint them with the facts., This we propose
to do. In this respect the assistance of your office would aid immeasur-
ably in avoliding unnecessary abandonment of ranges due to misapprehension
and groundless fears, and in furthering the weapong dovelopment prosram
of the United States.

3incerely yours,

cc: Gen., Mgr, K. D. Nichols ’
Cong. Comm, (2) General ‘anager tg—& L‘,
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