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This ia in further reply to ywz letter ot October 7. 19$1', in which 
you discuss the med tor reassuring the citisene ot Otah that future 
atomic tests in r~evada will not. e~c-er life, heal.th, and property. 

We appreciate the tact th.at t..he annou:ncemant of a test program next 
spring in Nevada -:r cause some apprehezaaion amcmg the sheepmen in 
southern Utah who nomal.ly winter sheep adjacent to the NeTada .Prov­
ing Ground. As you know, every conceiTable precaution is taken to 
limit the effects ot such tests to the confilles or the Proving Ground 
or the area illmediatoly adjacent thereto. All criteria ot teasibility 
for detonating each device will be carefully nrri.ewed by a panel or 
experts as in the past, and lli.th the iJlprcTed methods now available 
for weather forecasting, even more precise predicM.ons a.re expected 
to be llAde. 

Provision has also been made to search the areas i.Jl'lnediately adjacent 
to the ProY1ng Ground to locate persona and livestock that may inad­
vertently have entered areas in which significant fallout from a 
detonation may occur. Even- effort will be made to provide ample 
opportunity to permit the removal of livestock or persons from such 
areaa, incluctl.ng delaying the test it appropriate. In aey event every 
reasonable e.ff ort will be :nade to inau1'8 that precise ini'ormation will 
be available on any fallout adjacent to the test Bite. 

The decision to conduct tests and the select.ion at the particular 
appropriate test site obviowsly are ma.tters of Tita1 importance and 
are made only art.er thorough study and moat caratul consideration. 
hm;y .factors are considered, t.he JT10St crucial of llhich is health and 
safety. rr, and only if', the Commission ia certain t.hat tests can 
safely be .:onducted in :~evada in consideration given to logistic 
economy and operational convenience. 
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Honorable :iougl.as a. Stringfollov • 2. 

We have determined that the tests planned far ~hrn.da next spring can 
be executed safely. '.-le cannot, therefore, justify waiving the tremen­
doua monetary savings in logistics and t".ho sign.i!'icant operational 
flexibility wich the ;'1ev8.da site offers, in order to conduct these 
particular tests "••• at some more remote area outside the continental 
United ::.a,atea." 

We are pl.aa.aed. to note your continuing interest in the reseerch which 
the Atolllio Enerr.or Com:Lasion is supporting at the Experimental ~·tation 
of the utah ~~cultural Colle«•· ?he Coaniuion has a very keen in­
terest in this research, aa evidenced by the e:f1'ort. ot the sts.££ or 
our Dirtsion or Biolo~ and :1edicine to aaist l'll9mber8 of the collo~e 
staff' in deYeloping the experilmntal design ot the project. finally 
approved. rne project propoeal in final font .... not recei.Yed by the 
Atomic Energy Ool!lliaaion until Februar;y, 19Sb, and the contract beosme 
effective April 20, 19$4. Hence, it ia too early to expect the re­
search to produce det:1n1t1ve finding• on the aact oau.ae of the sheep 
and llveetock loases in aout.ham Ut.ah 1111hich ocouned in the spring of 
19$2. While the ezact cauoe of animal loeHS 1a not knavn, you will 
recall t.hat earlier exterusive studies ntade }q a COJ&dttee of govern­
ment and non-government experts reached the conclu•ion that radioactive 
fallout was not the cause. This conolaion was stated in the Comis­
aion • s report of January 6, 1954, a copy ot tiil.ich vaa previously fur­
niahed to you. 

We recognize that there exl.ats some apprehension an the part of r:mrzy-
li veetoclcmen in southern Utah t.hat further tests might cause them 
economic los8. The a1ternative 1e not to postpone or relocate the 
tests, since as outlined above such mavea cannot be juatified in the 
national interest, but, rat.her to work aloaely with the sheep and ca.tt.le 
producers in the area and acquaint them with th• tacts. Thia we propose 
to do. In this respect the assistance of your ottice wuld aid immeasur­
ably in aYOiding unnecesaary abandonment of rangea due to misapprehension 
and P:;roundl.aaa fean, and. in furthcrine the weapon• development pro~ram 
ot the United states. 
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