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Pres., Dwight <isenhower
Vs

ﬁhlté douse i Uy oo Ltliacce
~washington, D.C.

d The Assiziant to the President

Dear President Zisenhower:

A recent article in Science by Professor A, d. Sturtevant raises
what are for me extrsmely serious questions. He points out, in a way
that is difficult to pasc over lightly, the danger that atomic ex-
plosions present to the race. If you do not happen to be familiar
with the article he makes five noints waich are: (1) High energy
irradiations produce mutations. (2) The frequency of induced mu-
tations is directly proportional Lo the dosage of irradiation. There
is almost certainly no threc..oid value below which irradiation is
ineffective., (2) The eff cts of successive exposure are cumilat-
ive. (4) 'The effscts ire permanent in the descendants of the af-
facted genes, There is no recovery. (5) The overwhelming majority
of these mutations is deleterious, that is, they deleteriously af-
fact the efficiency of individuals in later generations in which
they come to expression. These deleterious genetic effects may lead
to early death or %o any of a wide variety of defects, often gross
ones,

If these staiements are a comrlete nrnd accurate representation
of our knowledee, they surelv rais> s:riocus quections about the
continuing of testing of nuclear explosives. Uo you or members of
your staff have additional information which outweighs the points
above? ©urely to procede as if this is only a "calculated risk" is
imporsible whan there is so little knowledcz of the total maenitude
of the harm we are doi g to the human race, How you and your as-
sociates have resolved this matter in your own minds is a question
that is of s.rious concsrn to me and to others. L would appreciate
hearing from you about it.

Sincerely yours,

s D L
O Qurasats 7Y A

Laurence 5, Strong

BEST COPY AVA”—ABLE (Professor of Chemistry)
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN
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of Commissioconers
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