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Earlham College 
RICHMOND IN DIANA 
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Bespe:::.:·~r referred :er 
cpprcprtc:to reply. Not 
ackLowledg:?:i t7 this oUic&. Sept. JO, 1954 

Pres. Dwight ~isenhower 
White :louse 
;fashington, D.C. 

Dear President Sisenhower: 

A recent article in Science by Professor A. rt. Sturtevant raises 
what are for me extre·nely serious questions. He points out, in a way 
that is difficult to pas' over lightly, the danger that atomic ex­
plosions present to the race. If you do not happen to be familiar 
with the article he rr:akes five ;ioints wnich are: (1) lhgh energy 
irradiations rroduce mutations. (2) The frequency of induced rnu­
tati::ir.s is directly proporti:mal "'.:.o tne dosage of irradiation. There 
is almost certainly no thres.:old val:_te below which irradiation is 
ineffectiv8, (;) The eff :::t: of successive exr,osure are cum11lat-
i ve. (4) The eff;:;cts ·1re permanent in the des~endants of the af­
f~~ted genes. There is no ~ecovery. (5) 1he overwhelming majority 
of these mutations is deleterious, that is, the 1r deleteriously af­
f.act t:-i~ efficiency of ir:dividuals in lat:;r 8enerations in which 
they come to expression, These deleterious genetic effects may lead 
to early death or to 2.ny of a wide variety of defects, often gross 
ones. 

If these sta;~ements are a com:lete .-ir.d accurate representation 
of our knowled~e, they surelv raise s~rious questions about the 
continuing of testing of nuclear expl::isives. Do you or members of 
your staff have additional information which outweighs the points 
above? ...i11rely to procede as if this is onl7 a 11 calculated risk 11 is 
impoc-·sible wh·3r. there is so little knowled_c:e of the total mavnitude 
of the harm we are 1oi g to the hurran race. How you and your as­
sociates have resolved this rnattGr in your own minds is a question 
that is of s rious concern co me and to others. i. would appreciate 
hearing fr1m you ~bout it. 

BEST COPY AVArLABLE 

Sincerely yours, 

u /c) ~ 

L>~<-./~~ 
Laurence ~. Strong ff 
(Professor of Chemistry) 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

' ~~~ 
Via Secretariat for notificetion 
of Commissioners 

TO: .:a;, I /J?,:;,,k 

l..C,,. ~ 
r/ 

---- For appropriate handling 
(Copy of reply to Chairman) 

----
----

For preparation of reply for Chairman' 
signature (Copy of reply to Secretaria· 

For information 

Please prepare acl:nowled.gment or reply to all 
letters for the Chairman's signature within 
six working days. 
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