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THE WHITE HOCSE 

WASHl:KGTON 

Tuarch 17, 1954 

My dear Br. Chairman: 

The Presiaent today signed an 

Executive Order entitled 11Ad.rninistration 

of Scientific Research by Agencies of the 

Federal Government, 11 and a statement was 

issued in connection therewith, copies of 

which are enclosed. 

Ver-J sincerely yours, 

Executive Clerk 

Honorable Adm.. Lenis L. Strauss, 
Chairman, 
Ator.lie Energy Commission, 
Washington, D. c. 
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IMME1'IATE RELEASE March 17, 19S-4: 

--------------------~-------~~--~~-----------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

The Preeiclent today iu~d • ~lCecµtive OrfJer designe4,to 
strengthen the conduct and administration of the scientific reslarch 
and development programs of the various depaFtments and agencies 'of 
the Federal Oovernment. ., 

I 

The order directs the National Science Foundation to make studies 
of the scientific activities of the Nation and to recommend to the President 
policies to strengthen the research effort and define the Federal Govern
ment's role in it. The Foundation, over a period of time, is expected to 
become increasingly responsible for providing Feeeral support !or basic 
research carried on in universities and other nonprofit institutions. 
Other Federal agencies, however, will continue to carry on basic research 
which is closely related to their statutory miesioas. 

The Foundation will also study the effecta Of Federal research 
support on the Nation's educational institutions and recommend policies 
and procedures to promote the attainment of the Federal research 
objectives while safeguarding the strength and independence of the educa
tional institutions. 

The order also directs the head of each agency engaged in research 
to make sure that such research programs refteet urgent needs and are 
carried on economically and with regard to the efficient use of scientific 
manpower. In this connection the order provides a. new method to 
facilitate the exchange of scientific equipment and facilities among the 
Federal agencies so as to a.void buying new equipment or building new 
facilities when another agency has unused e~uipment or facilities available. 

In connection with his approval of the order, the President made 
· the following statement: 

"Science has a vital role in our Nation's security and growth. 
During the past half-century, it has brought about a vast transformation 
in industry, in agriculture, in medicine, in transportation, and in 
communications. Military science has been revolutionized by techno· 
logical development. The impact of science is increasingly felt in 
every field of public policy including foreign affah-s. All this has been 
brought about through a combination of vision, initiative, business en.ter
prise, a strong educational system, and the dedieated enthusiasm ot' the 
scientific community. 

"The responaibilitiea of the Federal Gove:rnment toward science 
have likewise changed greatly, In 19f0, the Federal Government spent 
about one hundred million dollar1 in suppo?ting Hsearch and development. 
The budget which I have just transmitted to the Congre88 calls for 
expenditures for these purposes in the next fi&cal year of over two billion 
dollars. This is convincing evidence of the important ~ole of 1cienC. 
and technology in our national affairs. 
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"Thie rapid expansion of Federal responsibility requires prudent 
administration. More than half of all the investment in the Nation today 
for scientific research and development is being made by the Federal 
Government. In large measure, these Federal funds are paid to industry 
and educational institutions for the conduct of re search and development 
projects. Thus our Federal policies and practices regarding research 
and development are felt immediately and substantially by industry and 
our educational institutions. 

"More than ninety percent of this Federal support is presently 
going into applied research and development. This is the practical 
application of basic knowledge to a variety of products and devices. 
However, only a small fraction of the Federal funds is being used to 
stimulate and support the vital basic research which makes possible our 
practical scientific progress. I believe strongly that this Nation must 
extend its support of research in basic science. 

"While the Executive Order which I have signed today calls upon the 
National Science Foundation to carry out important responsibilities in 
regard to scientific research, it is also designed to strengthen the 
C'.)nduct and support of vital research and development in the several agencies 
where science is important in achieving their assigned missions. 

"This order will, for the first time, set in motion important steps 
leading to a thorough and continuing review of the status of the Federal 
Government's activities in science, and thus enable the Government, 
together with industry, higher education, and the scientific community 
to move forward with assurance toward the achie_vement of the Nation's 
goals. 

"I expect and believe that this order will clarify the position of the 
Government toward the support and advancement of science in the Nation, 
and that it will contribute in a constructive sense to the development of 
our national policy in this important and critical area." 
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EXECUTIV.t:: CRDi'.:n 

10 _5-_r_I 

ADI'.ItaSTH."TION CF SCIENTIFIC !lliSSilllCH 
BY AG!:NC!t.S OF TI.E Fi:DbRAL GOVERNMGNT 

1VlIBJ:IBAS the sucuri ty and welfare of the United States depend 
increasingly upon the advancerient of knowledge in thE: sciences; and 

idlEREAS useful applic<.-'.tions of science to defense, 
humanitarian, and other purvoses in the Nation require a strong 
foundation in basic scientifi"C knowledge and trained scientific 
manponer; and 

:;lbilliAS the administration of Federal scientific research 
prograrrB affecting institutions of Learning must be consistent 1;ith 
the prc.eservation of the strenr;th, vitality, o.nd independence of hi§,her 
education in the United States; ,~,nd 

irnBH.1~:AS, in ordtor to conserve fiscal and r:ianrowcr resources, 
it is nocessary that F<Cdcral scientific res0arch progru.ns be 
:'Wn:inistered 'Ni th all practic<lble c:L icieoncy ecnd economy; and 

1d!EEEl1.S t~c tlational Science Fo,Jndation has b< _,n cstA.blishcd 
by l i:v; ;.'or th, purpos c, arc emu oto1Fers, of dev,,101 •ing and ._ ncourabing 
t!1co pursuit of an ~.nrropri;_, t'-' ;1.J-ici cff ecti Vl: n:.: tional po:t icy for the: 
prc1",otion of basic rc:sc:<:J'ch ,·,nd ciducc..tion in t:1-2 scic:nc,c;;: 

;~c,11, T:mRiFC1rn, by virtue of the autllori ty v ,c;i_,'"d in uc; as 
Pr<e:o itLn t of the Uni t;;d St2_t, s, it is tiereby ordc,rc:d 2,-; ''ollm·;s: 

Section 1. Tile I•':c.+oional Science Foundation r ,,_rE:inaftcr 
referred to as the; Founa:iticn) s:1c:.:il from tL•:c to tiir.•c r•:cor.:r:.u·1d to 
Uw J;'rc:sicknt poliri<;S J'or U~c F\_,ci~ral ~}overmu1t -;.·Lio", ,·ill 
~trengthen t'.'1e :-iational scic:1tif:i.c r,ffor-t J.nd furnish l"l \.dance tov;arci 
clefini~1f: ti:c' res1 ion~ ir1ili tiec of tLf; Fr~dera l GovC?rnnc Lt in the 
,'on_l:lct and support of scientific rc:searc!J. 

Section 2. Ti1e Fn;mdation shall continue tc '''3.~J: 

.-.Oll:l)l'e hsn~3i ·ve studies :3.nd re: corm:cnd.::.ticns re ga:·rling t~~e l'-Ja ti on 1 s 
:~cir.:::-itil'ic researcr. effort '""d its reo'ources for scicntL'i,~ 2ctivities, 
inclnding facilities :md sci•,ntific persnnnel, cmd its f:Jresee;ible 
::cilontific needs, :1ith ! 8rUc"1l~r atte:ition to the extent c1 t'.'le 
l1er:'.,er o.l '.Jovr,r:ment 1 .' acti vi t~ es ,rJd t:~c resul tic1g effeds 'l' en tr;dned 
offir:11tjfic p1rsonnsl. In !'lai:ing c.:uch stuclies, the Fcur1ci«1 tion shall 
n1c_.kr: l°'lll 1.:se cf cxi:::-:ti~lb :r_ 1 t_:rC'e~: ui' i:tfor1:--lU-tion ctnci r 1 -=·-Jc;,rrt 
rc~c::._li ti(.::S i'ti i.hi11 t}H:- ?ed1::;ral Gc1~,-err1ricnt. 

5,~ctior. 3, Tlw l"~·111:cl8 Li:m, in co:1ccrt "i th ,, «cl: /c,deral 
'lf Jr_r:y concerr.ed, ~!:all r vir~,.·; L_lt._; ;:;cie:r:.tific resuarcl: : rc~~r~~rns c:nU 
a(' tj_ ~\ i ti cs of tilt Ft:-dr;ro.J. Ciov (~rn:nc: nt in order, ::,_!nong (_l t 111.:::r ptUT ns e.s, 
tc J.")I''.':ulate IL•:L1oris t'cr str".cf'.[;U.d1iEg the ;id1•ir:istr3.ti•'n :_•f :;~r~h 

111·cgrci!."S a11d activi ti•cs by 7:1c rl'Snonsible agencies, :.t!'d tc :i Ludy 
::1.rso.s f'f ·oa.sic resetl.rct ·1.-hP-rt, f:ar:s or ur.desirable oVt=_;:rL.fi~_,ing nf 
su'.111ort '' :ry •ixist, '•'.Fl s~i:dl r•ccon~111_,ncJ to tr;c; :1eads c:f :q;uwies 
co11c•:rnin~: U11, ::;u1y•ort ;_,1 ven to ba~;ic re:::•carch. 

Section 4, J\S now or 1 :ereafte r a'Jthoriz,;d or ,Pnni tted oy 
l~rN, the F'oundu.tic·n :-:hal-l b( incrca::inblY r~_;s1 1 0;-1sil>lt1:' f:·r providi1!~~ 

~;'.m;,ort by thE:: Fc-dcr::l r·;,J\·ernrnsrit fnr gccn ... ral-purposE. :) ~is l'(eS':'Jrsh 
thro•.v;"h contr<:-cts and ,:;rat.ts. The conduct and SUJlf•ort by oth,r l''ec:er;-,_l 
:.c·;:,ncie::s oi u;:sic r:,C-o'tr::h iE itr'. a:c: ;:f:ic:1 .Jre closely r' -1:,teri to tlkir 
.~_L.:-i~-Lon.:: is rc::co~;niz(::ri c_1.s l~'11ort,'.:.11t ;}11d dPsiro.blP, i.::sj .. ~:j_~~.lly in 
I''. s 1 cnsr: to c11rrr:nt n~. f,i:Jne:_l J'.r·•-.,ds, ·:1d :::;L(lll continu• 
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Section 5, The Foundation, in consultation '1lith educ"'tional 
institution3, the heads of Federal ac.encies, d!1d the Commissioner of 
Ed1.1c:~tion of the Departrrent of Health, Education, and ~•elfc.re, s:rnll 
study the effects upon educational institutions of Federal policies 
:md administration of contracts and grants for scientific research 
and developrrent, and shall recommend policies and procedures w!iich 
will 11romote tile attainrrent of general national research objectives 
and re: alization of the research needs of Federal agencies while 
safeguarding the strength and independence of the Nation's 
institutions of learning, 

Section 6, The :,e;:;.d cl' each Federal agPL1 cy engc;.,,ed in 
scientific research shall .cairn cert;:...in that effective executive, 
organizational, and fisc&l practices exist to ensure (a) that ti~e 
Foundation is corniulte<l on policies concerning ,the support of basic 
research, (b) that approved scientific research probrarns conducted 
by the agency are reviewed continuously in order to vreserve priorities 
in research efforts t,nd to adjt!st progr.:uns to meet chant;ing conditions 
without imposing unnecessary added burdens on budgetar;r and other 
resources, (c) that arpl::.cd research and development shall be 
undertaken v1ith sufficient consideration of the underlying basic 
research ::md such other factors as relative urgency, project cos ts, 
and nvailability of ronpower .'.ltd facilities, ::.nd (d) that, :oubject 
to considerations of 3ecuri ty :.:.nd <>prl:~caiJle law, i.idequate 
disser,Jination shall b~ res.de within tli._, Ft:deral Go'1e:rrununt of rq1orts 
on the nature and progress of r.csearch projects as an :,id t.:, t.:e 
ef1'icicncy and economy of the over.::11 Federal scientific r•c.38:'.rch 
progrccm•. 

Section 7. F·::deral a e ncics su1Jporting or 0ng '~~ing in 
scientific research sh2ll, with the r..ssistance of the Found:1tiJn, 
cooper cl te in an 1.;:ffort to imc•rove the ~<=thods of class ific.·i '~ion ~ml 
reporting of sckntific research projects and activities, s·1bject to 
th:: requirc:ments of security of information. 

Section 8. To f <ed li tate tile efficient use of s cit·ntific 
rese.'.'rch equiprrent :..:.nd f.,cilitics :1eld by Fedw:al a 0 encies: 

I 

(a) the !1~ad of eo..ch sPch at,ency eng:·.ged in sci(:ntif.ic 
. ) 

i 

re sear ch shall, to the exccnt i T."'.ctic:10le, c,ncour:o.ge and i'aci li t'lte 
th8 sh;,ring with othc.r F0dcral :.bencies of major equipn·nt md 
focilitk s; 

I 

(b) a FEJdcral 3. ,1ncy :}1.J.ll proclJrc new mr.jor eq1ti;1mL·nt or '! 
':.:.cili ties for scientific n's<·'.lrc'h r· 111pmcs onl:,' c:fter tak.Lng .~ui t~:ble 
skps to ascertain th[, t the tK,ed cannot be rrK't :idcqintcly from existing 
invEJntories or facilities of it_, own er of othcor 26cncies; _,nd 

( c) the Inkrde1 •a.rt1·;e c:tc:l Co!"JT.i t ke en ScLntific Rcsco.rch 
and DevGlopment shc.11 t:.kc: nccw~s:;ry ste11s to cn::;ure that , Jch F'uler::.l 
a;_,.mcy eng~.Eed dirc,ctly in scj_c!lLii'ic rese:<.irch is kept ir.fc!'Pt<od of 
sclr"ctcd l'Djor c:quipm nt .::ud ::,·._~cilities which coulcl SLrV8 t:1"' :,ce,(s 
of r.iorc t!1e;.n one ac:.ency. E:ich Fc:deral aency l'ossc.ssing sJch 
cq'.lipntcnt and L.cilitics :3 1tilll mo.intain c1ppropriate records to ass:iot 
oth. r ar,encic;s in .:irranE:,ing for their jo;,.nt use or exchc.n;;,,. 

Section 9. Th8 lleads of the rt:spectivc Fedcr;:il ·1"-'cncics 
sr1all meikt. such report::; conctcrning activities ~Ii thin the JYlI'View of 
this order as in;1y be required by the Pr.csidcnt. 

D'iilGHT D, EISENHC\iEri 

!.brch 17, 195u. 
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