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WHY EXPERIMENT AL NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS? 

The total number of atmoo;phcric explrn.ions carried out to date oy the countrie~ huilding 
nuclear nrscnal!i is: 

195 fnr the United States. 
141 for the USSR. 
21 for Great Britain. 

4 for France, 
3 for China. 

France has ha<J to note that the partial disarmament measures taken or contemplated-such 
us the signature or the Moscow Treaty-far from limiting the power of the countries equipped with 
thl' greatest means of destruction, have actually solidified their lead. 

France has always considered disarmament a hasic goal which deserves her gre11test efforts. 
But, when conditions of a nuckm threat continue to weigh on the world, France must take steps to 
free herself. of that thrca!. The tests shl· is conducting arc merely one link in her defense program, 
and an essential one in view of its state of advancement. 

The construction of a French deterrent force. which obviously has received Parliamentary 
approval. is in no way designed to serve aggressive or expansionist purposes. 

All precautions have been taken so that the French tests will in no way affect the health of 
the populations close to or far from the test sites and will disturb their normal activities as little as 
possible. Compared to the measures taken during the hundreds of tests conducted by other countries, 
which have not significantly raised the level of radiation m man's environment, these precautions 
appear especially strict. 
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THE MAJOR DECISIONS 

THAT LED TO THE FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS 

The crc;1ti•m of thl· l·rench Alomk Energy Comrni ... sarial hy (sencral ck <laulll'\ nrd111.mn· 
of ( ktohcr I<, 194'; w:1\ thl' li1 ... 1 ... 1ep in the process that wa ... to le.id France 1t1 the r.1111.. ol .1 nudcar 
p11wcr. Subsequently several < iovcrn1m·nts nl the Fourth Repuhlic, rcco~ni7.inr the i111por1e111cc of 
equipping 1:rance with atomic weapons, took some major step' in that dircct111n -in parl1l ular. thc 
deci~ion adopted ';n prindplc at the heginning or 1958 hy the President of the Council of Mmi.,tcrs. 
I-dix Gaillard. to huild <1ncJ test. a plutonium homb in I 9'10. 

On July 22.1958 a decision was made to set the first quarter of 1()60 as th<' date for France's 
first nuclear test explosion. The explosion actually took place on February 13, l 960 at Rcggane in 
the Sahara. Two consecutive military appropriations bills, for 1960-64 and 1965-70. were adnpted 
by Parliament and enabled France to build the nuclear weapons needed 10 equip her deterrent force. 

The first generation of those nuclear weapons is operational and consists of fission bombs 
e<irried by the Mirage IV, a supersonic bomber (Mach 2.2). These weapons arc derived from the 
experimental atmospheric devices fired in J 960 and 1961 al Reggane in the Sahara. 

The secon<.I generation of the weapons, contained in the scco11d appropriations hill. is a hallis­
tic missile: it is designed for the French nuclear suhmarincs and will he armed with a nucll'ar warhead. 

Between these two g<'neratio11s, a medium-yield weapon is planned to maintain tht: French 
deterrent lorcc al a level suflicient lo insure the country's security between the time when the de­
terrent capahility <•I the Mirage IV ctircraft may be red111.:cd and that when the nuclear submarine 
become" operation,d. 

1:ra11ce's hr~t progran1 of atmospheric ato111iC tests was completed on April 25, 1961. Since 
that dale, 1mdcrgro11nd tests exclusively have heen conducted at In-Ecker in the Hoggar rc-gion of thc 
Snh:ira. Through tlwsc tests h;is l:iccn g.ithercd the inform.ition necessary for continuing the Frern.:h 
nuclear we.1po11s program. 

'fhc in1cr111edi;11e weapons and tht.• second-generation weapon now remam to be built. The 
corrcspondin!' stucJic!' arc ve1 y advanced and have to be checke<l out by testing. The only suitable 
place for this testing i:-. the vasl maritime expanses of French Polynesia. There, the populated islands 
arc so dispersed and ~hl: mctc·orological conditions arc such that nuclc:ir lc~t t>xplo~inno; can ti<' cnn. 
ducted under security t:o11di1101h sali...lal·tnry lnr holh the te~lcrs and the P"l'lfl,!lr"r" 

' , fl1 ~ I 
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DEFINITION OF THE SECURITY STANDARDS FOR NUCLEAR TESTING 

M.m·s environment has always l'Ontai1wd natural radioactive s11h,1;1nn·'· Tlwv n11it ray, 

spontaneously, and man lrns no contrnl O\l'r them. llnwcvcr. 1111 .. 1· 11.11111.ii .1d•· l.1rn , ..• '""I" ·.11·;1clilj 

bccoml.' less active. and man is n11w suhil'l"I In a much lowl'I level ol 11.11 ura I 1 .11 liar i1111 1 lta11 wlw11 hr 
first appeared on earth. 

The discovery of n;1tural radioadivity dates h<1ck onlv three quartt·r., ol a century As man 
furthered his knowkdgc. it became possible for him to change the make-up «f atomic nuclei hy 
bomhanling th,·m with elementary partides, thereby creating artificial radi,iactive clcmenr,. 1 hese 
clements emit the \ame ray .. as natural rndioactivc clcmcnh and al:,.n hccomc le'is active wit Ii I irr1c. 

Some of lhc pt.acdul purposes that man has discovered for these rays arc the U'il of rcidioi,11topcs in 
medicine. agronomy am.I industry and, most importantly. the conversion of atomic energy intu 
electrical energy. ----

But since the first atomic bomb was detonated in Hiroshima, the possibility of using radio­
activity for a destructive purpose-through nuclear fission or fusion-has become a fact: five countries 
have conducted experimental nuclear explosions in the atmosphere in order to build nuclear weapons. 
For 20 years, man has· therefore been exposc<l to the resultant radioactive fallout all over the 
earth's surface. 

Handling atomic energy, whether at nuclear installations or during weapons tc:-.ts, entails 
a risk that must be fully known and assessed. 

There is now s11tl1cic111 knowkdi;c of thal ri:,k IP lake IL•: p1ccau11011~ .:ss,:11!:;1! 

in t)Hkr lo Saft-guard pn1pJc ;111d prot1:l"I properly Wl•<"n c11!ld1Jl'lill•' i11,:Jt.:M ll'.'>h 

In particular, the site for the explosion should he chosen in sparsely populated parts of the 
glohc. Comparison of weapons test site!. !.hows that the French nuclear liring grounds, al Rcgganc m 
the Sahara yesterday and in Frcnl'h Polyncsiu today, fully meet this conditic)n. 

The Lessons learned From the Nuclear Tests 
/ 

The nuclear weapon has some dest~uctive effect~ that arc similar rn thml' pf .•ire~ d· 

bombs or artillery shells armed with chemical explosives. ~11d1 a .. H.1~1 a11d 111 ai rf1r,_ ,, 1:,_1 

also gives off a nuclear ray that i~ ;nitially dcstrnctiH' alOi•'U!'h lim1kd in 11111r 
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Immediate Effects 

An experimental nuclear explosinn. like all nuclear explosions, produce<, immediate effect<. 
that arc limited in space or time. 

Tht• inhahitanti- of the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Na,1!;1~aki experienced direct 
effects frnm a1111111c h1;mhs. lhi11g the ohservations made m tho:;r lwn ~·1t1c\, !hl' L" \lent 111 th" 
urea exposed to lht.' effects of lhl'. nuclca1 explosion ha., hel'rt rinpomicd 11 ti.i> lx·•·ri ft •und 11,;11 "' i 
inhabitant ol Hirolihima livin~ morc than I .X miles fro111 the potnl 111 1·xpl•1·.1rn1 wa" t'XJlf••.cli to the 
immediah.· effects or the bomb. 

Delayed Effects 

Nuclear tests also produce radioactive fallout, which is usually divided into local, distant 
and glohal fallout that is spread over a long period of time. 

Local fallout is made up of activated heavy debris and fragments of earth torn from the 
soil at the time of the explosion that fall back by the force of gravity. These materials reach the 
earth's surface in a few hours and scatter over a distance that varies with the explosion's yield. 
They can drift from 60 to 250 miles with the direction of the wind and about 30 miles perpen­
dicular to the wind. They contain a high proportion of short-Jived radioactive products. 

Distant fallout is composed of finer particles projected into the lower layers of the atmos­
phere-up to 7 miles on the average or in the troposphere-and is carried around the earth by the 
prevailing winds. These tine particles fall slowly, often dropping to the surface in atmospheric 
precipitation, and scatter in a wide latitudinal band centered approximately on the proving grounds. 

Global fallout comes from very fine particles carried into the stratosphere (anovc 7 rniles) 
on which gravity has a very slight effect. These particles, exposed to· the movcmcnl\ of stratospheric 
winds, have great difficulty crossing back through the tropopause-a layer between the <.tratosphcrc 
and the troposphere-and take several years to fall to the earth's surface. By that time, the shurt­
Jived products that these particles contain have all disappeared, and the level of radioactivity due 
to the remaining products is insignificant. 

Local fallout alone is therefore dangerous. 
It affects only the testers and the zone located in immediate ,proximity to the firing ground~ 



;\ lotal of 141 atmospheric: nudcar t~xplosions has been conducted in the ll.S.S I< .• 
most of 1hcm at the Scmipalatinsk tests site. There an· 1.21 h.OOO people livinp, within 
a radius of .'.HO miles of that site an,d 4,195,000 people within a rndi11~ of f120 mill.:' 

l ___________ ··-·---- _J 

® 
Petropavolvsk 

118,000 p. 

• Kars11kpay 

Akmolinsk 
85,000p .• 

Omsk 
500,000p. 

H 11di11s = 620 mi. 

Tomsk (9) 
224,000 f"l. AnzhPro-Sud711£'n!.k 

(•) J 16,000 p. \ 
~-adius =31() ht/ ® Kemerovo 

0 
240,000p. 

Novosibirsk ® Leninsk-Kuznetsk1y 

Pavlodar • 
60,000 p. 

758,000 p. 119,000 p. 
Prokopyevsk (!) 
376,000 p. G Stalinsk 

Barnaul 421,000 p. 
255,000 p 

® Rubtsovsk 
• 95,000 p. 

leninogorsk 
72,000 p. 

® Biysk 
112,000 p. 

.1-
, ,-

8 Karaganda 
400,000 p. 

Semipalatinsk 
136,000 p. ® 

• 
Ust-Kamenogorsk 

• 
, , .. 

lyryanovsk .. __ ,"' 
53,000 p. J 

40,000p. 

Ayaguz • 
50,000 p. 

,--"\{ Mntl<;(J[ ff, 
I I , ' ,..... ... 

\ 
\ 
I 

.. _ 

...... , _____ J 

I 
I , 

' I 
I , _ ____ .,.., __ , 

•~a Su•! mo; 
~ • 4 '.,.nno n 

Alma-Ata 
<!) 330,000 p. 

I 
,' , .. 

<•' Kuldja 
150,0CJ(l p. 

. "'"•' / 
Ww.1J 7 

--



r---· -----·--·---------· --------------, 
I The Americans have con<.luctc<l 91 atmospheric nudear cxrlosion'i al the Nevada I 
I firing ground),. That tests center is located 75 milt>s lrom till' l·ity ot I "' \'q'.a'i and l 

250 miles from the Loi. Angeles area, which has morl' than 4 mill1nn inh.11>11;i11i-.. I 
There are 4J<85,000 people living within a radius of 31c1 m1lc-s of thr hr mg rnnc 

and 7, 177 ,000 people within a radius of 620 miles. I 

San Francisco 
800,000p. 

• Reno 
45,000p. 

® Fresno 
110,000 p. 

• Elko 
3,000 I'· 

• Tonopah 
2,000p. 

•Ely 

Caliente 
• 1,000 p. 

Las Vegas 
• 45,000p. 

Salt Lake City 
® 190,000p. 

Phoenix 
200,000 p. 

Denver 
500,000 p. 

Pueblo 
220,000 p. 

Albuquerque 
200,000p. @ 

'-............ -.... -- .. --
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----·----------, 
Fram:e's first testing grnl"'ds. at lfrggane. was s1ruate1I quilt" frtr from inhah1tul l 
areas. Only fi'.'.',000 l'lt.'nplc li\iccl within ;1 rndiu-; of :11 ll 1111), .. , nl the hrini~ I'""'''· 

1
. 

and 3R5,000 people within a 620-mik r;u.lius . 

...__._ __________________________ j 

• 
Fort Gouraud 

• 

• Tindouf 

Oualat;a 
• 

Bamako 

• 

Araouane 

• 

• Colomb-Bechar Ouargla • 
• Hassi-Messaoud 

•El Golea 

Fort Flatters 

• Adrar • 

Rcggane • 

In-Sal ah 

• 

• Gao 

Niarney 

• 
Radius= 9.W mi. 

Djanet • 

• 

Murzuk • 
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! . , • .: . ~arle"a Is, Midway Is . 

~ilbert Is. 
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El/ice Is. 
Tokelau Is. 

Fiji Is. -<I 

"'"' .... 

Samoa ts. ... ,. 
•, 

~ .. : 

.,.. :! .... ~ ' •, .. . 
tr'• .. ~ .. 

{:~" .. , 

....... ~ 
Tasmania·· · · ~ 
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At the Pacific firing grounds- the I·.niwetok area 
(Eniwctol. and Brkini1 and Johnston Island-the 
American.. c<irril'd 0111 9.'i atrnrn.phcric nudear 
explosions. 37 of which readied .or exceeded 
the 111q•<ilo11 range. 

(irt-.11 B1 iL1i11 ali.11 n>nduLlcd citmospheric ex -
plw.ions 111 the Padtk, in the area of Christmas 
Island; of that country\ nine experimental 
firings, seven were in the. megaton range . 

~j }~r. 
:'J ••• 
''(11 '. 

~~~{; ;'.-? ·1 J. .~ ' .. ,, .· , ; 

~ ·1':. ~· 

'• 
-~ : ~ ! 

.5 
·.~ ~ " 

." ... 
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~ ..... 
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What Precautions Can Be Taken Against Local Fallout? 

The area affected hy local falln11t can N> dell'rrnincd 111 advarnx on the h;1~is of the viclJ of 
the cxpcriment;al device testecl. thl.' tYllC of firing (grounJ 111 w;llcr 'lllf<1lt' ;t1111"'l'ltl·11c, 11ntkrwater) 
;ind the wind sysrcm in the firing 7,onc. The method tl\l'd tn dclinl':ik thi' :11e;r i~ "'''rd nn oh·,crva­

lions from the 1-'rench or foreign test firings. 

For exan1plc. the 7.onc nmtaminated ny local fallout from the c·xplminn nn h·hr11ary I'.', 
1960 ;at Reggane ulfectcd an elliptical area 95 miles Ion~· and 9 111ik<. wulc n111,11k l)f \\ i11d1 !ht· 

radiation was under CUll rent. 'hour.• 1 hrcc weeks later, the zonl.' t'<•11ta111111;itcd :ii llw •,;1nre ralc ol 
exposure. making allowuncc l'tir the decrease in radioaclivity. was only I~ nnk' lonr h_,. -l 111111' wide. 

North 

Hamm<1dia• 

-­... -. , .. 
.,,,.,':~ 

living Base 

Route R.T.2 

-----
_ ... ---------

0.01 rem/hour 

9.4 mi. 

0.01 rem/hour 

27" 

26"30 

Arca contaminated 
- on February 14 

Area contaminated 
--- on March 8, 1960 

26 

The firing zone at the Hammadia installations was not evacuated at the time of detonation. 
It was located only nine miles northeast of the firing point. 

( 

The experience ~ained r.nakes it rossihle to a~'l'rl Th.ti 

the risks an: thorou;·hiy lnov.n a11d Iha! it j, 1hcrcf1·rc ,. ·. 1,' .. , "d r!il·;,. 

*Rem-The re111 (roenlpen equ;vnlr111 man) "'""'",.,.,. tlir amounr ,,f ,,,,,,,,,;,,,. ,;,,,1 l"'"/11 , ,., /,;, ,/,,.,.,, 11 / 

effects in mcm. 

! ' 
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Calculation of Radiation Safety Margins 

·1he11u111crn11> nuclear lc,t<> conducted 
have 111:nlc it p11•.\ihk to dcli1H· 11nani111ou,Jy reco11 ni1.cd '>::nrritv sta11dank 

Atmospheric nuclear explosions, like underground nuclear explosions that are not enlircly 
contained, aclually release numerous fission products into the atmosphere that can be harmful to the 
human body. These products emit rays or particles which, by releasing their encr~y in li\'ing ti!>.~ues, 
can cause changes in their structure or organic disturhances. 

The human body fights all types of aggression against it by its spontnneous regenerative 
capacity. Thus it struggles against strong sudden radiation or weak continual radiation. 

The many research projects carried out the world over have made ii possihlr to evaluate· 
quantitatively the risk resulting from radiation. 

The effect of radiation depends on the length of exposure and the intcn.c;ity. If strong 
radiation is experienced for a few hours over the entire human body: 

• A dose of 25 rems causes no apparent effect. 
• A dose of 75 rcn1s marks the appearance of the first organic signs, especially 

changes in blood composition accompanied by fatigue and nausea. 
• A dose of 200 rems marks the beginning of the acute radiation syndrome. ' 
• A dose of 400 rems is the average lethal dose for man" · 

The global natural radioactivity to which man is exposed ranges from 0.2 rem/year 
on the average in chalky soil regions to several rems/year in especially tadioactive . 
regions of the globe, and the health of the inhabitants normally living there has never 
been altered. · · · - . · ·' ·"_ . ; 

Rays from artificial radioactivity originate mainly from medical radiation (from 0.05 
to 0.02 rem/year). · · 

World-scak fallout produced by all the nuclear tests conducted since 1945 (more 
than 500 experiments) stands at an average level of Jess than 0.01 rem/year. 

The level of radioactivity d~e to those tests is equal to that experienced by an indi­
vidual who had been living on the coast and m<wcd for onr year to an altiludc of 1500 
feet. (lncrca!.e in radioactivity a~ a rc~uh of cosmic Ht)'~ alon1: \ ... hid1 ri~cs ~n·;, wi1h 
a change of 3,000 feet in nltitudc. I· 
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lntcrnalionitl r;iJiological prnhTlion cP1111ni,,ion' ;111· hrm1•111p tnt'l'lh!'r 'P<'eiafi,h h<1111 all 
t.·ountric, Th<'st• u111m1i,,1e,.l\ h;1\'l' rh.t\\11 111• r•·c11111111e11<Ltt1"n' .111111 .r ;11 p11•t1·1·tinr. ;1;•;1111•.: h.11111ful 
radioad1vily. From rhctr WOik. 1;•<fo1ti1111 ,, .. ,,d.irrf, h;1vc f.t"f.'11 \Cl. tlH' di•.• tiwnc·•\ pf wh1 11 fJ;t\ 

hccn umply dc:111c>nstr at ed. 

The rndialion standards are. 1•rm·1allv spC'aking, ·,rr al level' wl'fl hd•>W !hr lhr,·,hold 
doses nl'.l·cssary hcforc· ph)sicd Lllrct' <Ill' fdl. lhcy arc mca,un·d 111 r111J111,·111·; I h1 ''"'lf \f;111danh 

adopted lo protcl'I populations ;1lso apply to atomic energy wor~t·r, 

However. hecausc yornw peorle <children and adok,ccntst arr mnrc· 'l"n~iri"e '" 1;11J1.t1ion 
than adults, and pH:f!nant women may l>c kss rc . ..,,tanl to rnd1a1111n, rln: ;11111111111\ of 1;1dia11"" ;1d11f'll'd 
for the popul<lli1111 nrc wc:ll hclow those ~ct for atomic worke1s. 

Al!hou~h knowlt·d~•t' of lhc clfrrt<> rif radiation 1<; rL'l.."l'f11. 

ii is pos~iblc tu S\·t unl\·,·r-.ally 1n·o~11i11.."d '1;111tfard., r1dow ,>111cl1 titrrc is"" ri'I 

In accordance with the recommendations of the international radinlorical protection 01m­

missions, the radi;-ition rate from sources other than natural radioetclin: suh .. tances should not exceed 
0.5 rem1 year for the population or 5 rems/year for specialized workers. 

The special commission responsible for studying security problems connected with the 
Frt"nch nuclear tests has therefore adopted the maximum rate admissible in the area affected by 
these tests; this rate is 0.5 rem/year, or approximately the average rate of natural radioactivity in 
granite soil. 

Thi~ means that an explosive nuclear tc't is prohibited 
if there is a risk nl reaching ado~c of0.5 rc111 in an inl:;1hitcd place. 

f. 
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THE PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TAKEN 

FOR THE TESTS IN FRENCH POLYNESIA 

Among the numerous precautions taken hcfort' conducting a nuclear test, studic' arc ob­
vinusly made of local weather conditions, particularly of the prevailing and occasional winds at 
different altitudes. With this information the testers can predict the radioactive cloud movcmc!'lt 
~md dt'tcrmine the perimeter of the local falloul, outside of which no radiation above the thrc>hold 
ltf tolerance can be produced. 

Several studies had previously heen made on the wind system in P<1lyncsia, hut ii wa\ •;till 
nei:essary to substantiate their findings. and clarify certain spcci;d points on which th1: d;1ta was in­
ade4uale. The information needed was collected over a three-year period hy a network of about 
l 5 meteorological wind and lcmpcrature observation stations. 

These stations• observations, combined with those of French military ships and aircraft. 
made it possible to gain actual eJ1;peiience with the weather conditions prevailing in the Southeast 
Pacific. It has been estalilished that there is a stable west wind at a high altitude, and that any dis­
turbances can be predicted for a great part of the year. 

By knowing the meteorological factors, it is possible to define the zone of fallout and, taking 
into account the yield and altitude of the firing, to assess the amount of contamination with suf­
ficient accuracy. 

The order tn firl· will he i•iwn nnl\' 11 

the prcdic1nl laJl011! Tllllt" coint·ide'> '"''' ••lltr1h;1'•111il ,.i,,, l"' 
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r---------- ------------- ------------------ -- ----------
The prevailing win<h in and around rhc Pacific T ... ·srs Center will normally carry the 
local fallout inlo a sector located between the northeast and east. toward the unin­
habited atoils in the Acteon group. 

• 

The Gamhicr hlands-Mangareva with only 400 inhahitants 26~ milc-<: ea'>l-'-Pt1thc;1,1 I 
of the firing -point and Tureia with 80 inhrthitants 80 miles north- m•rl ht>a ... t "' tll<' I 
firing point --arc.outside the predicted scclor of local or di,tant fallo111. ___J 
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Ar the time of tht• nuckar ll·sts. the tco;tcrs m11o;t he rcspono;ihk for I lie proll'cl ion and sm­
·vcill•1ncc of the human hc..·m!!s in the tones directly concernl'd ·1 hey must dl'lcrminc prl'l·i.,ely the 
rise in th1.· radim11.:tivity lcvt'I in"" laq.!c a fOllC' as possihk a1n1111d rlw 1'•·111t ol c,pfn,i•111 ""th.it all 
pr1.·cautionmy measures that mighl prnVl' Ol't't•ssary can he f;1~ ,·11 111 t 1111 1 • 

for the proil'l'll·cl French nuclear tl""'" in the P;1cific. two ted1111t .ti .,,., \ itT'- ;1n i11 'lt;111·.- nf 

French Pt•ly11esia: the Joi11t l{;uhnlo~·ical St·nmt' Sc1\'icc tSl\l\H I ;111d tfw '"'"' 11,,.1,.:••1 .ti ' rn11Jol 
Service (Sl\ICB). 

Tht> ,1oinC Rndiologi,·al St•t·nriC~ St•n-ke (SMSR), which t·111plov., 'I" ci.111'" lrn111 •lw /\111wd 

Forces and the t\ti•mit· lner~y ( n111111is..,;11iat. 1s ll'Spnnsihk 101 l\\o .,, ... ,., ol "!''''""""" 

• Falloui location through a fht·d nl'lwork nf 22 aulomal j,· ml':•"" cnwnl ''al i1 '''' now 
spread throu!!houl the French Polynesian atolls: at the firing time, thi' m:lworl.. will Ill' '11J1pkrncn1L'd. 
depending on hnw the fallout c.lcvelops, hy dropping buoys equipped with radll• tran~111i1ter' !hat will 7 
furnish precise indications lln the kvcl.; of rachoactivity from thl'ir drop point.... ') 

• Broader control of radioactivity through a network of 17 rndiological conrroi prn;ts that 
continuously measure tht! radioactivity in the atmosphere, rainw;iter anJ seawater; this network will 
be supplemented at the tirin£.._time hy detection devices onhPard Frerwh men..:hant marine ship,. 

The Joint Biological Control Service (SMCR) is specifically responsihle for living creatun.:"' -­
other than man. who comes under the control of the SMSR and the Armed Forces Health Scrvi<.:c 
-and for inspecting foodstufTs and drinking water. 

Among the foodstuffs inspected by this ~crvirc, very special attention 1s given to fi'>h. In­
tensive marine ecology studies have hecn conducted in the Polynesian area hy ~cams from ORST0\1 
(Olfice of Overseas Scientific and Tcchnkal Research) and tlw French Museum of Natural History. 
These sludic.•s confirm the findings of similar projl'cls t.·arric.·d 0111 in I ranee.:: hccau\c r:iclioactrvity ;.., 
diluted consic.krahly in seawater. it is practically impossihh.: for the food chain of thc inhabited 
islands to be contaminalc<.J by fish. Special supervisory measures will he taken during the firings hy 
systematic inspection of fii.hing banks and examination of fish sold on local market~. 

···'""'· 

.. ' The Security conditions to be set up for both the testers and the populations located 
_ .... in the regions outside the firing grounds have been studied and submitted for Gov­
: .. :-' · emmcnt decision by a Consultative Committee on Site Security . 

. '~. '. . . . -

That Committee; presided over by Francis .Perrin, Head of the Atomic Energy Com­
missariat, is formed of persons eminently well-versed in the m;1fl<'r!> at h.ind. such a~ 
doctors. meteorologists end atomic ~ientists. 
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