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Bob Canada ot V-Division bas kiM~f ~~eed ~ /~-"-y t~ if+"~rl~u~C .;~ng 
vith another letter to .Al Graves. The letter primarily co~tltutes a pro­
posal tor a study to determine the date at vhich the Rongelap natives might 
be returned to their ovn home, and I suggested to Al that be should discuss 
this vith you. It is our feeling that 1t this probl.• is •tripped of all 
emotionaliaa and all political and diplcaatic complications it 1hould not 
be too ditf"icult. Those or ua lMire have done aoae ~tty inteneive think­
ing about it and feel that a small team or LlSL people, assisted by 
Donaldson'• group, advised by Tobin or Wilde, and supported by B&N could 
probably do the Job vith a m.inillwa of oontusion and delay. Such a proJect 
vould have only the •ingle objective or deciding vhen it vould be .ate to 
let the people return, and it should not be hampered by having a lot of 
experimntal vork tacked on to it. It is our fMling here that ve could 
do all of this provided Ve Could have Charge Of both the Collection Of 
eamples and the analyaia. Ve vould be reluctant to have aOM other group 
collect vbat samples they regarded as proper a.nd expect ua to carry out the 
aseay, nor would ve viah to collect aaaples to be assayed at JIRDL or JIIOO. 

Ve !Ml quite atrongly that t.he •tudy ahould be atarted at the Mrlieet pos­
aible 11011ent, vhich vould mean that 7ou, Leo, Bob, Ji.a Perrin&•. plus t.hoee 
ot I>onaldeon•a group •till around, would be detinitel.7 iJlTolTed. Payne 
Barria, and poasibl1 others, would ca.. out troa here. Ve vould not upect 
all ot 7ou vho are out there at the preMnt to r-in in the rorvard Area 
tor t.be duration ot the •tudy, but ve vould have to make eertain that the 
reaulta ot repeated 11&11Pling trip• vere comparable &Di that anples and 
readings vere obtained vith the .._ t)'p9 ot iDstruaenta &Di at the Aae 
locations. It ve can•t play thia pae the vay ve viah to, ve are rather 
inclined not to play it at all. Ve M.Te, or oourae, no deaire to disregard 
the vork vhich bas alread7 been c!ODIJ that torme the principal backlog of 
inf"or•tion on vhich ve vould vork. Ve do realise that the political and 
diplomtic hplicatione 1n the problem are of eutficient magnitude that the 
pla1 •1 be taken cmpletel.y out or our band.a, vhich von•t hurt our feelings 
in the alighte•t. •••• 

You b&Ye undoubtedly by thia tiM ... n the TWX .ent to Al Graves on Tuesday 1, 
givir..g the t1ll'Unge to date on the tirst eet or urine aaaples. Had ve not 1
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had the ara counter, it is pos&ible that ve would have missed th& iodine 
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altogether. .ll 1t vu, vben the7 etartecl to evaporate eome ot the mpecS...na 
tbe7 found that alaost tbrM-tourthe ot the gama aotivity vae dieappMring. 
Thie activity vaa tiret tound bf putting rav euplea right 1nto the an. 
oounter. Thia oqht to Mk• Perring• happy. 

Pat 8ch1&Yone turMd up here on Jlonda7 and Blll, vho 1• dr1Ying troa Loa 
jnples, should be bere later in the veek. - ovn trip vae quite ca.tort.able 
aa I M.Dapd in lvaj to get aboard the Super-Constellation COiling trm Guaa. 
I got t.o Hieb.a about tvo hours ahead ot Dick Durant vho vaa 011 the Flyaway. 
Aa al~a, it 1a a little eurpriaing to tind lite going on twre aa uual. 
Jou probably notioed that I lett behind a aupplJ ot liquor tioketa vhioh 
abould M enough to keep 7ou in a pleaaant glow tor a considerable period of 
U.... I hope thie aot vUl not advaraely atteot 7our 1tandJ.ni in the chess 
tourmaant. 

Quite a nuaber or people ahould be coming ho•, thereby leaving life on the 
island leas orovded and less contused. Ve hope 1 t continues enJ o,able and 
also unooaplioated. 

TLS/lca 

Sincerely yours, 

...... i. ;.. 

THOMAS L. SHIPMAN, M. D. 
Health Division Leader 
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