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SUBJECT: 0. S. AIR FORCE MISRILE FIRDMGS INIO TRE ZNTVETOK
PROVING CROUND /)

BEST COPY AvAILABLE

Reforence is mads to Chairmen McCone's recent quastions relative
to the use of Eniwstok Proving GCroumi foxr cextain sissile tests.

On itaxrch 30, 1960, at a Conmission mesting, sppsawal, with certain N /

3 stipulations, vas granted for the use of Eniwetek Proving Cround N "(“L(-'-

S22 ae & targst axea for s proposed Strategic Afr Comsnd exsrcise. .
i| This exarcise, fdentifisdi as “Hetpeint”, was plammed as a series (G;

of Atlas miseils firings by the U. $. Alr Fexce designed to check

out the complete missile and wsrbead functioniang (less muclear Con '

components) in actual flights at the nissile design range of VY T

3300 to S500 mautical miles. Originally, 5 Hetpeint firings were

plannad, wvith launchings at Vandenberg Air Texcs Bass, Californis,

snd Eaniwstok Proving Cround as the ispact sras. - - )

\ .
' . To data, there have demm 3 Hotpeint test firimgs, all since EPC
Q ' was relsased to the Departmsnt of Defense en July 1, 1560. Atlas
g mtesiles with U-49 ygrhesds without msclear esmmposents but DoE
’ \} canta DELETED 777 DT squivalent of high explosive
were util Jiloving are the test rasults:

1. M,n.m-mu.th

2. Septeaber 12, 1960 - sbout 480 aastical miles shoxt

3. Saptember 29, 1960 - about 1000-1300 nsutiesl milas short dua to
failure of tha booster to separate
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Failure to achieve success in the first 3 f£irings has resulted

fn a temporary cuxtailment of the program whils an inteansive review
of missile crelisability 1s being cendmctad. It is dalisved that
additional firings will be made cuse it has besn detsmined that
there is a reasonable possibility of ebtaimtng the desired results.
Personnal of ths Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations,
Headquarters, U. 8. Air Force, who furnished this information,
expressed the opinion that the Atr Fercs will bave a continuing
tequirement for the uss of Iniwetok. As nsw wissile and warhsad
systsas axe developed, it will bde necessary to check the functioaing
and reliability of the systems wader actual flight comiitions (no
auclear componsnts). BEuiwetok Proving Cround sppears to be ths
best available sits for ths coniuct of tests of this nature.

Alfred D. Starbixd
Major General, UBA
Director of Military Application
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