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Dear Mr. Strauss: 
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Your letter of May 10, 1957 to the Cllairmaa, Military·Liaiso• 
Cond.ttee indicated that the COllaission i• coasideriag the use of 
Taoagi Atoll for the purpose of coaductiag auclear ezperiae•ts.· Your 
letter requested a Departae•t of Defeaae opiaioa a• to the •e•irability 
of such use of Taoagi Atoll, a state.eat of the Departlle•t'a ability 
to support the additioaal site aad coacurreace ia arra•g•••t• for its 
use. 

The Deparbleat agrees that there are acme Yery "•irable features ."~-:;':~~::~~~­
la the proposal, particularly with reaar• to tbe reduce• probability 
of fallout oa iababited areas. 'l'heae features were coaaidered i• 
relatio• to the iaitial cost of placi•a.the Atoll ia operatio• aad 
the additioaal cost involved i• the Departae•t'• support of a aew 
test dte. Ia viev of the already high estiaated costs of the 
Departaeat's share of the Hardtack progr .. , we are lookiq for vays tO 
reduce, rather tba• to increase, costa. · Coasideration waa also give• 
to the likely public reactioa to an aanouacemeat that aa additioaal 
teat site bad been obtained i• the face of aa appareat iateraatioaal 
trend toward liaitation of testing. 

Oa the basis of these conaideratioaa the Departmeat of Defense I 
has coacluded it would aot be desirable to undertake the proposed 
use of Taoagi Atoll at this tiae. 


