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Dear Mr. Strauss:

Your letter of May 10, 1957 to the Chairmam, Military Liaisom
Committee indicated that the Commission is comsidering the use of
- Taongi Atoll for the purpose of comductinmg muclear experimeamts. Your
letter requested a Department of Defemse opiniom as to the desirability
of such use of Taomgi Atoll, a statememt of the Department's ability

to support the additiomal site and comcurremce im arrangemenmts for its
use.

The Department agrees that there are some very desirable features - w,‘{:«
im the proposal, particularly with regard to the reduced probability TR
of fallout om imhabited areas. These features were comsidered ia
relation to the imitial cost of placimg the Atoll im operatiom amd
the additiomal cost involved im the Department's support of a mew
test site. In view of the already high estimated costs of the
Department’'s share of the Hardtack program, we are lookiag for ways to
reduce, rather tham to increase, costs. Counsideration was also givem
to the likely public reactiom to an amnouancement that am additiomal

test site had been obtained im the face of an appareat intermatiomal
trend toward limitation of testing.

On the basis of these consideratioms the Department of Defense
has comcluded it would mot be desirable to undertake the proposed
use of Taomgi Atoll at this time.

Siancerely yours,
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