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Medical D.part.mmrt. ,'___/ 

Dr. Charlea L. Dunha::n, Director 
D1Y1sion ot Biology and .illadlci.ne 
Atone Ener~ Co:u:nia.!rl.on 
\'luhington 25, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Dunbaa t 

BrookhaTen N'ationa1 Laboratoey 
Upton, Long Ialand, New York 

28 !larch 1.J)56 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

The :nedical team return.eel lS Karch l956 tro:n the two-year :11.edical 
reaurvey or the Rongela.p people an1 control.a. Everything went extremely 
8::100 thl.y 11'1 th & :dn!."IN::l ot di.fti cul t.1.e a. Johneton I1'1.and 1 hOll'ever 1 
seas to ha.Te a ~a.gnetic e!!ect !or our group since onca aga.in we had 
to ~nd 24 houra there due to engine trouble. 

F...ncloaed is a ?rol.1J:.in3.Ij" report o! the two-year ~edical resurvey 
find.ir..r;:s in the Ro?lf;ela? people and controls. 

:'ihile Tie · .. ore at 11a.jlU'o1 a United Nations• group Visited tho atoll. 
Oros.t Uri ta.in, India, Belgium, Olatamala and China were npreeented. 
Thay con!erred nth ua on the atatua or th• ~arehalleae. .l copy or the 
rcvort which I suh::d tted to them 1• enclosed. The7 Ha::ied. to be 
f'avarabl.J" bpreesed lfith the handling ot the probl=• 

There are ecsTeral epec.i!ic probl.aa and. reco:iaenda.tion.a which I would 
like to bring up,. ¥oat o! the proble:na center around the return 0£ the 
Ron.gel.Ap people· to their hcae at.oil. Upon their return to Rongelap, 
the people will be almoet c°"pletelj' isolated and their onl1 contact 
w1 th tho outside world Trill bo tho 'Yie1 ting Tru.-t Terri t.orJ' !ield trip 
ship which rlll touch o!! then, at meet, every three or !our :t011ths. 
Thia will mean that the people w1ll haTe to depend almost ant1nlf ror 
medical care on their medical. aid· :u.n f 1• Bia tra1n1ng ia such 
that. o~ the bareat tirz1t air care canbe 0pected tro:a him. Since 
t.b.eae people have received. ei{;Ilificaut -.ounte ot radiation, the long 
ter.ll e!'!ecta or which are uncertain, and in Yiew or the uni~ue world­
wi.4e intere1t in t.heoe peopl.e1 d.1aproport1onate radiological impQrtance 
:nay be attached to a:ey diaean that mq dcvelop •Olli t.ha and ~ 
1Na;e11tion ot nesligence 1n :medical attention mq be the cause ot 
great embarraas:aent. This problem 1• not au~ •oluble., The eu:ioat 
way out l'l't>uld be, in :fl3 opinion, to leap the peopl.e at llajuro. 
Ha-ever, since we an canmit-ted to return the people to their hanea 
and that ill wo their expreas wish, 1111 must con.aid.er othor measures. 
The fo.llorlng might be conaidered,. 

(1) Esta.bli!lh radio ::a:i:nuniea.tions on Rongela11. This would 
probably al:lo require tra.icing one o! the Rongelap people in the ~e 
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ot th• radio (receiving and broadcuting). Or, better etill, place a 
regular radioman then who can alao aarry out maintenance and repair. 

(2) J.rrang• !or evacu.a.tion, Tia air, and treatment or all ill 
pe.nons thrau&h Truat Terrlot.17 Headquarters .. Ouam, or thro~h the NayY 
at Kwajalein. 

(3) Arrange for a monthly or •emi.-sontl:U.7 Ti.ait, by air, o! a 
physician to Roncelap for surTey o! the people. 

(4) At the ti!ne or CTacu.at1on, hold on liaju.ro, at the Y-ar:shall 
I eland :,{emorial Hospi ta).,, all 1nd1v1dual:-a rOCLUiring medical .upervidon. 
A !'und would probably ha.Te to be eata.bllshcd to alJ.q expenaes !or 
this. Tho psychic tra.u:n.a m.u.t be considered in iuch a eeparation !l'all 
the .r amillee of those seleot9d to stay at lfajuro. Ir adoquata medical 
:iupcrvi.sion cocl.:i 'be e8tnbliilhod at Bongela.p, this ~aeure might not 
bo n.ccoeanry. 

(5) Arrani;e.:nents might 'be marie to nnd arq apccial ca.aea neoding 
careful naluat1on or apeci!'1o therapy tor ocnaultation and treatment 
to the Naval Horspital on Guam. .&.dYant&ge might be taken or the 
':!ill tary-i.:edic:o Symponu."'ll held at the u. s. MaTal Rc1pi tal, OU8.1l, 
once year~ t:here a group 0£ wall known apeoialiata gam1ne and treat 
~ocial caoes. In thi11 rega.rd., the Ron&olap ba,y, -' with rhau:u.tio 
heart diueue might b9 tho~ eTalu.at.ed there !or possible cardiac 
aurr;eq. (Capta.1.n H. A. Gron, YC, USll, ia ~ng O!.ricer o! the 
?iava.l Hospital on Gu.n:n.) 

Ono or t•o .:nore prob1eme were d.iacuaaed rtth llr. Ne.as nnd othens 
st !!ajv.ro concerning the Ron&elap peoples 

(1) Task Force 7 ha1 been •ending &n allotaent !or !ood. As ;,·ou 
lcnow, tho nu::iber 0£ ~eopls on Ejit baa al:oat doubled. due to the 
in.t'lwt or "ould-be relatives and supposed Rone;elap people. The allot­
ment ha.a not been increased to meet thia inarea1od danand, and., 
therefore, there apparently is not ono~ !ood. !or all. 

(2) New ho:nes ;;iJ.l ;>robab~ have to be bu11t on Ron&elap, since 
it i.:J ap~arent.17 not !ouible to dim.antla and reaaaembll' the present. 
hall.ea. 

(J) l"ood llill probab:q h&Te to be turniahed. on IloZJ4telap tar a 
w'1ile, at leaat .. until the people can become ••lt-euataini.ng by' 
proce~sin:; CO?rn, etc. 

One othar proole::i "::'ll.IS Jiacuaaed 'Ni th Dr~- H1cld.ng, the D.l.rector Of 

the ho~i tal there, in ret:ard to .1 the leper~. The ideal solution 
of his proble= wouJ.d be to aond h:1:a tO a leper colony. Ho•eTer, there 
are apparently none left. thereabout.a. It wu suggested to Dr. Hicki.ng 
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tt.a..:. possible e::n'Jlo;,.~ent of at the hoapital might help solve hie 
riroblc:'1. !!e '.1ro'.".!ised to consider thia. 

In :~/ opl!"..:ion, t'uturo resurveys ot the-·Rcngolap people ehauld 
continue. :::u<..:h rcsarveys should b9 contipued on a 7earl.1' b&ai• aa hazs 
oeen ·.1or!1:: l.n t.he ;Jast in view ot the !'act that certain o! the blood 
olements : re not ~'et ba.ck to nomal and there 1• continued neceaaity 
.:.':,r oos~rva t.ion of t.hc• residual akin leaiona • Since tutu.re exa1nat.1ons 
v:ill :i.o .:ot.:bt 'Je con•iucted at Rongelap• pl.am should be 1tarted for 
~i thcr ef!tnbllshin(: a laborator,y with e.lectr1dt7 and water supply on 
t~;e .tsl;.~:.i 01· a.rrant'.c:nent:1 :uade to use a' small ship which :light act aa 
a .:·1oati:;,': lnh:::rator.1. The latter would probab'.cy be pre!era.ble. 

:':1e crou? is deeol~; ;:;rn.teful to 7ou and the members ot ;rour ata!'! 
rn-:i -:,y t.\10 ~fayy Ceoart.~ent and Trust Terri tocy tor th• ll.ail1 arranga:nenta 
w::ic:1 »ere re-;:o·.:ion:oiclo for the suoceas!'ul caapletion o! this :deeion. 

. . , .. -.c ..... 
~l :- ·.=,.1.·.::.:·-.:.::.::.:: ~· .. coort 

(i·.on. r:L.:.· ;J<.:or..le:) 
(2) 'e(!ic:-.l .-~.1-....-vc;· ~ei'Ort 

t.~ . :::i. ·~cd 'lat i. ·~ ns ' Qro up 

1\82283 

(signed) Robert A. Conard, ll. D. 

ROBERT A. CONARD, Ii. D. 
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