
BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY 
ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES, INC. 

UPTON. L. I.. N. Y. 

TEL. YAPHANK 4 -6262 

REFER 

November 29, 1960 

Dr. C. L. Dunham, Director 
Di vision of Biology and :-.iedicine 
Atomic .Ener;y Commission 
\'Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear Chuck: 

I have just returned from the Marshall Islands and in general the ar­
rangements for the forthcoming survey were agreed upon to my satisfac­
tion. Dr. Macdonald and ~1r. Neas arrived at ~tajuro the day after I did, 
thd r plane being delayed with engine trouble. Mr. Neas is now DisrAD 
at J:>onape and came to Majuro to relieve Boyd McKenzie so that he could 
visit some of the other islands. 

A !"l.ecting was held with '.Jr. Macdonald, Boyd McKenzie, Mr. Neas, \'lilliam 
Allen, Mr. Shoemaker and myself to discuss the survey. Mr. Nucker had 
forwarded a memorandum to McKenzie outlining certain stipulations which 
he desired fulfilled in regard to the survey. The major stipulation 
was that th~ Roque could only be gone from Majuro a maximum of three 
weeks. In view of travel time, this will obviously mean that we will 
have only about 12 to 13 days at Rongelap for the survey. ~1r. Nucker 
insisted on a signed agreement, a copy of which is attached. 

Both Dr. ~!acdonald and Mr. Neas, as well as the others, were very cor­
dial and cooperative (as if nothing had transpired previously to the 
contrary). Dr. Mac went all out to assist in every possible way in the 
arrangements for the survey. In privat~ I told him that I had been 
very much disappoint :?J in his memorandum to Mr. Nucker since I had 
thou:;ht we haJ seen eye to eye on the i:nportance of the surveys. He 
i1ad little to say except that he had tried to get the Trust Territory 
to appreciate the significance of the survey as a research project and 
encouraged them to accept the surveys on this basis. He added that 
they did not seem to see it from this point of view. He hinted that 
the use of the Roque was one main deterrent in carrying out the sur­
veys. I believe that it is quite likely, if the body burdens show no 
furtl:cr increase, there will probably be no serious objections to 
carrying out future surveys by living on the island \.zi.thout need of 
the use of the Roque. Apparently they tmderstood that it was only 
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the '.1ilole borJy burden evaluation \'Jhich \'/Oul.j be on a 3 to 4 year basis 
and t11at routine annual exa"1inations ;·;0111.J 1!2 Jone. Dr. :·~:::.c indicated 
that r-ierllaps the reason ~·ir. Nud;er had 1·.ranted tte agreement in wri tins 
;uh1 sir.;ned was :iue to the fact that :>:r. Nud•er might not be the riigl: Co:·: 
in t!":e future since heh:::.::; c1. ~olitical appoint-:ient and i1e want<:!d the 
a;;reC"'01t J.S a :1atter- of record. 

0n arrival :;acl: at :~1·1aj1lein, I obtained.:::. N:::.vy fli;ht and visitc<i 
.:on~.clap. ~'ortt.:nately, tl1e i~oque 1vas there and I •.-ras able total:; to 

r .. :obert:->, th~ .ski;;,;cr, about ti"le anticiµatec.1 arrangenents that ·.·1oul...i 
'.;c 112c,:::;:.;arr a~nac; l:is s!lilJ· ~le '.·Jas quite cooperative. 

I 11·2nt a.-,i1or2 alon~ Lit!: __,o,'liz!1t !leinc, t!'e (ield trit:i officer, an-1 
Jr. i: s:iac i...::unr.:.i, t !1e ~reGi .:al ~1·acti ti oner, and met '.ri th 2mos, the 
'"a;_,i-:;t::::i.tc. I ini"or1·~'.: t.ie:i of the anticipated survey. I went over 
t::e :__c.:nc::;.i.l ::1CC;ical ::itt.:ation at :~on:;elap with , the l1ealtl1 aide, 
anL. 1ou1L. t!1at not!un;; very unusual :ia.J occurred and the ~Jeople ap­
pea:-c·~ to :J,! in c·ooJ ::c:1lt 11. I obtainecl two coconut crabs, one fro~:1 
:-.011;; _;la~J Island and one fron .2inie:::.to:~ Island, and one r.isc<:.".':::ia:;e 
~;i:::l:l~u in al:::o:1ol for return to .3NL for sr90 analysis. I left for­
:'.'.alin i :i _:ars for to preserve ;:;.n;' further :;iiscarria5"! products 
(o;'. (.Jr. ;.:ac iJa,' ar;rec·:l to this procedure.) 

I n:::::--::t ~roceeucu f ro:'I i~v1aj al-=in to .2.niwetok and spent two days there 
v1it!":. i..t. C·;'.r. Ufer and :.ir. Thonas ilarclison in arranging the rather 
lar-~c nu:'1b~r of items requested of them in support of the installa­
tion n~- tl1c steel roon and accessory equipmP.nt aboard the :'toque. 
They .:."':e:~,: to arran:;c in advanc.z for all of the necessary f.Jro::.;;:<.bre.s 
::;o tl:at t!:t~ :'.rxJ'..lC woulJ spend a r1ini::iun of tir.c :::.t 2niwetok for thes~ 
inst;:.l:!.;-.t~ 0n::;. I a:'l arran;;ins to i1urchase a in ~':./ t;cnerator to leave 
pc:::;::rn.::ntly ashore at :ton,;elap. This generator Hill supply the ne-:es­
sarj' lJowcr ,·:::r tius survey as 1.1ell as future surveys. 

T!1c onl;· thin;; that is '.!m!.::dded at this ti~e is the e:~act ti:'.le of ti1e 
survey. ~:r. liucker does not wish t!:e ::;'..lrvey team to be in the Islands 
at tile ti'.'IC t!"~e :.:nitcd i~ations tear.i is there. They expect tlus tea~ 
to iJ~ in the Trust Tcrritorr for about six weeks soCJetime in February 
an:.! :arch. I a!1 in touch with /.ir. Lausi' s assistant (Mr. Olsen) of 
the _,1cpartr.!ent of the Interior trying to obtain more specifically the 
elates that tilt! q; team will be in the ~.:arshall Islands district since 
I am anxious to establish a fi ;::l date so that members of our team may 
;:ilan a::cordingly. 

I t!1iz1!: I havl~ :::overed the r.ajor points and I \·1ill be glll.:.: to discuss 
:i.n;• i ter:s you 1visl1 in t;reater detail. Gest regards. 

Sincerely, 

·~-
11.obert A. Conard, ;.; • D. 

_; r. . I. ~)a vi_ cl Jr L:rl er 
_, r. r . 

...... ~(:: .....:.. 
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TRUST Tl!AAITnny 0f rus l\l\CIPIC ISLANDS 
Uff ice ~f the D.i.ctrict Ad.lllini.Gtrator 

MaJ:"sllalla District 

.. ,... 

NoYecber 17, 1960 

STll't!L\TiuNS /\ND AGRH~'tE.NTS TD Bf cmwL;.;TI!o l"Oii\ THE 1961 llONGfil.Ai' MEDICAL st:RVl:Y 

The !olloWirtG li~tin~a cov~r the otipulatioaa and a;recment: that have been fully 
dii:cussed covering tbf: P.ongclap ~dical Survey tba.t i.a to be conducted in 1961. 

1. TRA?·1SPOk'TATI0N 
A. The M/V R~U.E, Truct Territory venel will be uced as the ~edical Survey 

•hip. 

B. The cntb·e medical trip Chall be a maic:i••• of tbrcle (J) wecu, whicll 
Gball be from departure t:o arrival of the vec.aela hose port, wnich in 
thi& caae ia Majuro, Ma.rab&ll I&landc. 

c. The overall control ol t.ran&portation, al.lall be the Di&trict AdminiG­
trator, Musballc and the field Trip Officer, who in ttiic case will be 
~r. H.a. Macdonald. 

D. A amall boat and outboard en;ine w111 be !urni..sbed by tbe diGtrict for 
awdlia.ry tranaportatian at Ronc•l•P• 

A. ·rbe A • .E.c. Medical 'Jroup will be under Dr. ll. Conard md &ll411 con­
si.u of no aorc than ten (10) •nbera, includJ.ns Or. Conard. 

e. The 'fruat Territor1 Medical Gl'oup shall c:oaci&t o! not r.uot"c than aeve11 
(7) •mbcrs, includin& Dr. Macdonald. 

J. litlilUeAI. P.UMINATillf BVALUATIOH 

A. Oody Durden Me"1Srtt 

e. Phyaical F.JU.minationc - diTided into apecial. aroupa. 

c. Laboratory - blood and urine 

4• Plil.lPU: INVOLVED IN Tl-W MEDICAL SURVlW 

A. ~ul'o Control Group will be examined prior to departure for Rongelap. 
This examination will not intcrf- ia anywa.r with the aailins of the 
)4/V I\\XlUE• The examination will take two (2) to three (3) days to 
complete. 
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B. The Ron;elapeu at Rongelap will be Woraed of all proceedin&s and 
aball be con.culted prior to any eaaainatioa. The ti .. envolved !or 
the esaainaUonc ab.all be determined by tbe Pield Trip officer. 

c. The Roagelap People will be &dviMd that the body bu.rden reevaluation 
will not liiutlr occur &&a.l.n !or eenral yeuc, dependent upon tbe 
result~ of this survey • 

.5. GI F1'S 

A. The.re will be no t;iftc ginn tbe people of Rongelap. Thie would cover 
large gi!ts involving the entire group. 

A. Dr. Conart1 will f urnicb a lOKW ienerator to be uced a.£hore at Ronselap. 
Thb a;enerator at the end of the euney will be stored at Ronctlpipfior 
future use in medical surveys. The &torage of th!.£ ~enerator will be 
approved by tbe Council before ctoraae• 

3. rt ha.s been agreed upon that in the C&£e of any aechanical trouble witb 
the lOiCW generator, the medical 1roup will be able to use the Tru&t 
Territory benerator precently at acm1elap. 

c. ny agreement, by and between Ora.' Cona.rd and Macdonald, certain ~dical 
£upp1ies and equipment will be (urniched by tbl Truat Territory. 
(Separate liatins to be ~ublidtted) 

7. SALARit:S J\.\T l'liRSUNAL ::.XPE."fS.liS 

A. The ·rruct Territory will pay the aa.la..rias of their om pcr.sonnel, unlvc£ 
otherwi£e apecifically indicated. 

B. Tile A.l!.C. ~dical Personnel will. be reaponcible for all pcrs.:>n:il 
apon.ics. 

Tllf, ABOVf SfIPt.:Li~'TS A.'i!J AGRE.fJ.u!.NTS A1Ul AC.kl.'~ Uf(Jf BY TUJ! tl(DE.l\ SIGNUD UM THIS 

DAY :.J't Tim 17TH. 1 NOVHllER 1960. 

Signcd.__ __ ~--------~---------Or. a. Conard 
OrookhaYen National Laboratory 
At01llic Energy Commicaion 
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Signed._ ______ ..,._ __ ~----~ 
Dr. H • .li. Macdonald 
.Director of Public Health 
Truat Territory of the racif ic re. 

SJ.cntld.__ ________________ __ 

J.'1. ~ucken&i.e 
Actina D1atrict Adainictrator 
Maraballa Diatrict 


