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Mr. Jonathan B, Binghan
U. S. Representative to the
Trusteeshnip Council of the nited Nations
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€ B U, S, Mission to the United Nations
R g
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3 g8 New York 16, N.Y,.
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Dear Mr. Bingham:

As you requested in our interview of April 2Sth, the
following information concerns the last annual medical
survey carriad out in the Marshall Islands in March, 1%61.

The following personnel participated in the survey:

N From the United States, 5 medical experts; 5 medical tech =

~—

nicians, From the Trust Territory Department of Public

Health, 1 physician; 1 dentist; 1 medical practitioner; 4
Marshallese technicians and 1 Marshallese interpreter. In
addition, there were about 5 Marshallese who assisted, generally,
with the examinations,

It was necessary to carry out examinations on other Islands
in addition to &ongelap since some of the people have moved to
these Islands. The following groups were examined at the
dates indicated,

3
§ People Unexposed

Exposed Rongelap
Location Dates To Fallout People Total
Kwa jalein Mar, 11, 12 9 26 35
Ma juro Mar. 14,15,16 7 23 30
Rongelap Mar, 20 - 31 83* 118 201

*Includes children of exposed,
The medical survey included the following examinations:
1, Interval medical histories,

2, Complete physical examinations including special cancer
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detection studies, growth and development measurements in
children, and aging studies,

2. Comnlete hematological exatinat:ions including white

blend cell counts, red blood cell counts, differential counts,
hematocrit, hcmojlobin, special smears for alkaline phospha =
tase and pasophile coHunts, and in certain cases, reticulocvte
counts. 31lood samples wera brought Lack for other studies
such as iron, calcium, and phospuaorous dJdetcrrinations, chules~
terol levels, etc., to De carried out in laboratories in the
lnited Sta.es,

4, Urine analvses, routine anc¢ coliections for radinchemical
aralyvsis,

e Food collections for radiochemical analysis,

6. Xeray examirations for growth and development cstudies in
children, and chest plates in adult s,

Ao

7o Whole vody counts (gamna spectroscopy) were carricd out to
determine the levels of radicactivity in the reople using the
21~-ton steel room on board ship,

The medicael data has not as vet been analyzed but it carn

tated that tiere were vo armnarent illnesses or disabilities
elated to rzdiaticn effects and tie state or nutrition appeared
o be generally cood and about the same as has reen noted in
he past years. liere had been no deaths in the past v.ar in
e exposed nopulation, '

I woulc like to review again, briefly, somc of the com =

nlaints the ilongelap people expressed at a meeting we held
witi them on our recent survey, These cC:mpla’ails I uncerstand
were atout the same that were expressed to the United Nations
group. sSome of the pcople complained of feelin; weak btut we
tound no medical reason for such a complaint, Thev complained
acsair this vear abceut poisonine »y certain iish, inferring that
it was the resulti ot fallout. “hey claim that certain fish have
a black s»ot in their abd ren, wnlch they vdelieve 1s a resull
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0f radiration and caises tre ciclness.  The actual radiation
levels in the tish i extrenely low 1nd since Fish poison =
irg has Heer oresent 11 othese isiands TQn vefore tre fall =
cul o actident; toere 1S ne annarent reason to connect radiaticon
with (his cornlarnt, The only item iw tiacir diet which is
formidden itsem is toz crconur crob and this is due to the
fact that these crals sclectively concentrate Strontium=-90,
Coconut crabs ar:i cornsidered a delicacvy bv the neople and
theyv are disprurtlel By the fact tlevire not allowed to eat
them.  Radicactivity levels in otner foods are quite low
and ccnsidered quite safe for c¢orszumption. Another com =
nlairt was thait the cocrnuts were small andd that there were
certain charnvges ir coconuiz and oandanus trees, wiich they be =
li2ve are due to ralliut, i1 ig true thal there are Some pe -
culiarities an thc veserail:on 21 *he northernmost islands (which
TeCe vel a Tmucn heav.or Lose of radrat. n), but it 1§ not Known
whether these pecul; 1tes are Jue to radiation, At any rate,
tne numbes 0! 2% ces invaolvea annear small and would not
Tikely, 1o 2y on: rfluence tire:r sconomy, Another com -
plaint thar [ had rcoard betore was tlaot several people had
Fotten inflammation and ~l:ister:noy of the nouth from eating
arrowroot rlour, whiich they beileve was due to radiat.ion, Again
the raaiation ievelszs in tiis ~lant is vers low and ceuld not pro-
duce suct 2 fects., It secws more likelv .lat these effects re -
sulted rrom impropcr preparat:ica o the ¢t our, which has been
Knoswn 20 nro nce such svmptons Tre z2ibnorinal baby that was born
ard Jdied Atter 8 otew davs (an oncepialicr was horn of an unexpcsed
WORAL LT Lt ocwed ot el tnar vadiarien hod anytihing to do with
Thi S

of some help to
n41"zoﬂ by the time the
wil! »e glad to furnisth

It was a pleasure meetin witl v oan.o T hope that vou will
have an opportoniiy sone toime To vi1sit ows nere at jjrcokhaven,
Sincer.ly ynurs,
* / s - P,
RaTag Fobert 2, Conard, »M.Da
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