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The attached is Dr. Conard’s sumnary of h. ‘latest survey of the
health status of the Marshall Islanders-carried out in March 1960
by Dr. Robert A. conard, Bmokhaven Nat\i_.onnl Iaboratory.
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It 18 a pleasure to note that
effects are reported. i ’1*“:?*7-5‘“75-'

Dr. Conard seems to have eolvad very‘eftectivoly the problema - : :
created by the former snnual invesion of the Islands by a too- e L
large survey party. The cooperation of the locel medical con- E i
tingent was effective and generm.y utisfa.ctory.
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- several Rongelap people to be examined as:

)

P

: Aasociated Uhiver
' Upton, L.I.

Dr. Charles L. Dunham, Director
Division of Blology and Medicine
Atomic Energy Commission’
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Chuck:

Bill Scott: (med.ical technician rrom Brookha
March 9th. Dr. Bzra Riklon, the practi:iowi“ x
about ten Rongelap people now residing thers: £0: .
and Shippey, in charge of the Kwajalein Hoayf i vere’ nost eooperative b

IR -
ations.  They were a.'uc
kind enough to loan us several i1tems which we Reeded for use at Rongelap." fi
Mr. Willism White, at present the DISTAD uaistan'ﬁ"at Kwajalein, whom you

A three

boxes which had been shipped in cuatod,v

The Navy flew us to Majuro on the 12th. "y
practitioner who has taken Dr. Hicking's. plac

and welght measurements as part of the gmwth:' °'
These examinations were canpleted the ro

Mr. Maypard Nea.s, Dr. H. B. Macdonald and (
for the survey at Rongelap. The survey tem;oonl ate :
people in eddition to Dr. Macdonald, Bill 8¢ syself: %, Dr, Bzra
Riklon, Dr. Isaac lanwi and two technicians) homp Sadbio, anmd in™:
addition, Dr. Jaffe and one of his dental :

out dental exsminations. .Mr. Neas also acox
along apperently to look into the agricul
sailed on the Roque, the Trust Territory carg
the 16th, arriving at Kwajalein one day late;
and our three medical boxes which cont&ined
counter and lsboratory equipment.  We did nd;
afternoon of the 18th since, in view of Capf
Rongelap lagoon, he wished to arrive at a ti
back as he entered the lagoon in order ta =
When we dropped ancbor in the lsgoon off
noon, Mr. Neil Morris, the agriculturalist .
for the past year, and the nev magistrate (En
that the Rongelap pecple would like to have ' iymé
questions before camencing vith the exmim
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- 80 that aftermoon. Many of’ thﬁ,.,pam ﬁ'mes& 4
" come up in the past regarding»theirr preaent{heait} ata.tua, etc. They were’

- Drs. Macdonald, Isaac and myself: carried’ aut.,_brl.ef physical examinations on 34

- significant findings on examination of"

: In concluaion it appea.red t& me: thn he

Therefore, Mr. Neas, Dr.’ Macﬁonl.fdl R R1Gr ey
eptions came up that hava,gw ey

particularly curious as to vmrthe AEC"mecIicni.‘,team' had joined forces with'WHiy&
the Trust Territory medical’group and’ van“ﬁ'ed) {:é"linow 1f this vas an indica- Y
tion that they were well and required 'na. mlfthe study.l It vas explained .
to them that since the Trust ‘rerritory d’octor&iwere,, their usuel doctors, rit P 1%
was thought better to combine forcés for: the annha,L examinations and thig “Wighiti
did not mean that further examinations were ’tmneceua.ry The subject of the'7 h\n;df'
coconut crabs was reintroduced, and: I’,assumd.th\n that we vere examining ~,f,:)ﬁ#‘ﬂ& R
these crabs at intervals and as, soon’ as*gthey\reroﬁ“ufe for eating, ve would -
let them know. This continued' restrfction:onifho _‘pra’bs seems to irk them 0o
end. There vere only one or two: people,’ chisfiafrs was, the health
aide, who seemed to be againat being exanined
examined.) R SRR 20 P A

The rest of that afternoon wu apent. ) st ;.ngugthe hbora.tory and
organizing the school building for the: t:yaicaJ. examinations. The next

being Sunday, the examinations vere' not atarhed. until Monday. On hbnd.ay i
morning the people flocked in. 1n greatex“mmber jhan we could handle and ;f"’ :
their attitude was entirely friendly and, eooperative 7' There were only one '
or two at most who would not eooperate., iWe: ca.rried. out the hematological ,g A
examinations vhich included WBC done on, the “electronic Coulter counter, ‘and

smears were taken and stained for difrerentia.ll,.buophil counts and alkaline
phosphatase determinations. “A'brief hiatory was taken by Dr. Ezra and ,{ i

all the exposed people. A limited mmbg
chemical analysis. There were no.cases’of

any elevated vhite counts which vere, signitd

"""" , mh
It appeared to me that the agtggde £ the people
this year. There seemed to be: somé vague;
people of a possible suit against oiir goverm
the meeting referred to. - Fowever, they a1d no'
facts in this regard and 1ndeed. appea.red- -

details of the suit. el f

agricultural progress. --He-was. pleuant]x
been accomplished and seemed: to;‘teel ths ;

WQ niled for KVaJe.lein the even:l.ng of ,2hth .ntapping by Lae At.ol.l.en
route and arriving at Kwajalein om Saturday’ mornina he. 26th.  We caught ;
a Havaiian Airlines pla.ne (wh:l.ch has replaced, MAT3)" L 2
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I hope this brief resume will give you some of the highlights ot t‘he aurvey.
Warmest regards, ;

Fes2i40



