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Dear Admiral Burkes

Tou will recall that 2s a result of the March 1 detcnation of the CASTLE
test series conducted by JTF-7 in the Facific in 195];, the nmatives of
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout, The Atomic Fnergy Comxission, on behalf of the U, S.
Government, has accerted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese., Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Naval
Eedical Resezarch Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory and
the Brookhaven Bational Laboratary. These examinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CINCPACFLY
and the Comanding Officer RAVSTATAJ,

The fifth follow-up examinations during February-Arril, 1958 for the

first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device far

the meesurenent amd identification of the total body txnden of contamle
nating radloisotopes, It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct data on the type ard decree of internal contardnation of a muber of
the islrniers, It wes also vseful in establishing thit there was residual
reddccetlvity presenl in certzin foods end other roterials, Sibpce it ls
likely that the current series of tests has addel to the contemiraiicn
level of these islands, 4t 48 mcre than ever irrerztive to contim:e these
re idcal follor-up stulies eand to extend the surve; to a detailed exaning-
Licn of t° erolorical acsrects of these islanti; special attention rust

rz riven Lo tr - lonnlly cbtained 1tens cf diet.

arorder te a~cor— 1L v tHAs missicy i1V is proicsed that a team of medicel
" ecclor el stzeinlis Le sert to these islanis with their requirc:
crd-oerdy s rlies 2l technical assistanco. The experience of lact
yooo's erediticn, for whish you grasicisly provided the IST "Flwos
Coolt, ", 1i0.ots us to request that an IST again be assigned for trarce
rortiation anmd basin~ beginnine sae tice between the middle of February
£:.1 tho first of izrch, 155y, ar’ requirin- about one momth overall fcr
coirletlon cof idssion, An LT rroved to have mapy advantares over otler
craft, not the least of which was its ability to accert anl secure the
cl=ton shielird siealrocz cf the whole body counter on its tank deck,
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An 1ST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment,

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on~-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an LST be on Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-load the
steelroom,

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any other designated point in this i{sland system and simi-
larly could disembark. At least two techniclans, however, should assist
in the on-loading of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while it 1s on board.

Assistance from the U. S. Navy {in the accomplishment of the above mission
would be of {immeasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST together with the following incidental items is respectfully
requested,

1. Participation in the operation by certain naval personnel, both service
and civilian. Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany
"the team, but as yet these men are undesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and
commi tments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached
duties is respectfully requested. SAN BRUNO FRC

2, Transportation via MATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) cf
the team and cargo from Hawail to Kwajalein or other designated
point of embarkation and return. In addition to the five Lerwers
of the team listed in paragraph 1 above there are conterplated
sorie five sclentists and six technicians from the Brookhaven
National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National
Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed lledical Center, and the
Armed Forces Speclal Weapons Project. Five to ceven civilian
ecologist-scientists from the University of Yachington complete
the tearm, The total weight of all medical equipment and gear is
estimated at four tons and the volume at 153 cublc feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the above medical and ecological
investigators on the trip to and from Rongelap and during the
period of the examination: and collecting,

4, Assignment of a Class 2 priority for all MATS transportation
required.
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Se Air transportation between Xwmjalein or other designated exbarkation
point and Mejuro, and return, to transfer threes Marshallese (one
medical practitioner and two interpreters) and to transfer several
mambers of the msdical teaa to Majuro for the purpose of examining
children which serve s conirols for the Rongelap children,

6. Autharization to all Ravel Commands enroute to provide assistence
and suprort to this team of scientists as needed,

7. Authorizsation of the Commander of the LST to on-load the steelrcom
ard other stored material at Eniwetok and subsequently return then
if that island is not deeignated as the principal station of the
vessal,

Your cooperation in bringing about this blomodical mission will be
deeply appreciated, Moreover, in addition to satisfying the Government's
responsibility for the health of the Marshallese, you will be assisting
in studies which hzve proven to be of value to the Department of the
Navy and to the A'T in alvancing owr understanding of the nature of
radiation injury ant the deleyed effects of radiation,

Sincerely yours,
SAN BRUNO FBC

General ranAarer

™nzleure
Schednle &
Ltr te 7.T. lausi
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PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED
SCHEDULE "p"

Tentative 1listin;; of perscunel. Additicnel persammel are being contected.
Those listed below heve received inforral epproval of their respective
Cocmmending Officers or Directors

U. S, Kevy -

Hevel Medicel Research Institute, Bethesds, Meryland

Lt.Car. I.V. Kinz (MSC) USN, Nevel Lisison Officer (not to sccompany team)
Lt. Earl J. Roth (MC) USHR, Curieon
l'r. Meynerd Elcher, Electrician Scientist

favel Mz2dicel Fesearch Unit, Cedro, Ezypt

1111am G. Clutter, 2T, USH. Serv. Ko. Technicien
Hevel Adr Stetion, Jacksonville, Florida
V. Jefferson Errdy, 4, USN. Serv. No. Technician

Nevel Radiolosical Tefense Leboratory, Sen Francisco, Czlifornie

Mr. Hymen Hechter, Statisticien
Mr. Villiem Murray, PhotoZrepher.

1hth Nevel Distri-t, Preventive Medicine Unit,

Lt. Jomes P, olan (MC) USKR, Lieison CI7

Perrl Eerbor, T.H.
icer for COMAAWSEAFRON

(oot to acocnpeny teex)

Welter Reed Medi~el Center

Colonel fustin Lowrey, MC, UtA, Cphthelrolo-ist FRC
UNO
Clollinng BAN BR
Broktieven 1 3\4101" 1 Teborctory, Uston, L.I., lov Yok

D’I‘. FO \..A.L/ x’.n
Dr. Jexes C.

Vauwu, Meddcnl Depoxiiani.,
~crtzon, Hedlegl Teporisun

. ¥illierc Moddicel Deperoiznl,

(oe Jemes J. Croencitl, tedlenl Depertooz.

. ._/.a.‘..&.‘u »

io. Loo Heyer, Couth Repiou Cool sniitdles hopic
L.1I., New Yorl, Hewstolo ds:t

idward Tr12 or D Beruch &. Bluzber ,
“eelth, Beikbeslso, (.., Intermiol

mried Clices, A

L7 Loe

-

so. Lerder end 1In
I, =i.zhyrsicist
L“.;crt;if'

., To2linicien

terni

t1, r1ockville Conver,

Notioncl Imstitutes of

cod <& rorces Jnecinl Verpons Pro_ect

o Sl LAne, Jerlznlon, Miecoard, Thiol tocnnicion
I:-i Jonzo, onao oz Coon omxdiies Yizemincl, Tocoqilis J.allT,
LI, U Tz, Yechaizicn
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SCHEDULE "A" Contd.

Marshell Ielands, Msjuro
One medical practitioner
Two interpreters

University of Washington, Seattle, Wzshincton
Dr. Edwerd E. Held, Leboretory of Radiation Biology
Dr. Allyn H. Seyuwour, Laborrtory of Rediction Bioclozy
Approxicrtely four to six sdditionel scilentists ecrd/or technicians
from this lsborutory

SAN BBUNO FBC

U



