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Deputmant ~ th• kT,Y 
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Dear Admiral Barket 

uCi 1958 

You will recall that as a result of the ~ l detonation of the CASTLE 
test aeries cor.ducted by J'J:F-7 in the t'acific in 1954. the nat1Te8 of 
Rongelap a.00 Ut1.r1.k Atolls in the Marshall Ial..ania vere npoaed to radio­
active fallout. the Atomic Energy Com:;dssion, on bebalt o! the 11. s. 
Government, has accepted rezsponsibilit7 tar periodic medical exald.nat.1.ona 
ot these tlarshalleae. Since that time there hne been !in !ollow-ap 
medical eum1 nations corxiucted by the .lEC 1n collaboration with the maftl 
~cal Research Institute, the Naval Radiological Defa.r:me Laboratar.T and 
the Brookhaven liational Laborat0I7. These ex.11r:dnationa wer. great}Jr 
!acilitated by the assistance afforded the medical t.eams b,r C]J;CB.Cl'LT 
and the Co.inanding 0!!1cer NA.VST.AS.~J. 

The fifth follow-up exara.1..nations during Febro.ary..A}'.ril, 1958 tor the 
!1.rst ticD employed the vhole 'bod7 counter. an electronic device tar 
the JDee.5Ure!Jent &IJ1 1dent1t1cation or the total ~ burden ot coatud­
nating radioisotopes. It proved an unqualified succea 1n that it provided 
direct ~t !l on t~ tn:e a.rd de:ree ot interr..al cont&r:d.nation or a mrnher o! 
the 1e l.r. n.: er s. It iic'! :!! also nseful in e stab liahi cc th 'lt there vae res1dnal. 
:cLl.ic.:ctlvity p:-e~:1~n1.. in certain food.~ 1-.nd other mkr1als. Since it 1e 
llb- ly t..lu! t the C'.lrreat Berl~ cf te!!t.8 has a:1r.l(d to the coatudr .. a ~ ic,a 
level o£ t'-.c-se i.a~.s, 1t 111 ~:-e than evu- 1r.;-.er£.t1ve to eontin.;e t>-.eae 
r.clical !ollo·.z-up stu.-1.ir:s e...-:::1 to exterrl ~he l!IJ"'"Ve~- to a detailed exsmns­
ti0'.1 of t' e'.'oloi.1-cnl lt~~cts of thc:.e isla~::q s;ecial attentio!l !l!l.St 

, .. :iven '._:. t:. · lo'.";.11;.- c'.>t.-i.in~d ite~.::. c: die~ • 

... ~. crck:- t.c s-;:::or-~~ ·~ t"hJ.o !d.ss.~c: i~ is pra-~sc<l that a tea.a o! UX'<liC.!?l 
~c;t lo: .i.c-:_i. s;C;.:.!"l; ·-~!3 be ecrt to t~se Ul.a.:l'lS with their ~-;i.i;-r l 

• --:':.1· .. i.~ .. t. ;:;.;: ~lir.;;; c-.:·: technica:. aasistancn. The experience o! last 
v, · 1..; .............. ,~ •--; c ~ ,~ .. - \.'hi~'"' ... ,..,,, r--·--' ·~ si,T p ... , . ....i..:i__:i ~'"'e T~ •flL ··s 
.,, ..... ~·.· -...i.... .... i... •• .. J .. _.... . ........ ,;w- t>· ca ...... ._ ..... ._., ... """''..&...i..lt:!l..I. WJ ~.A. -

C ·'.;:.\. 11
, p-o.-: ts us to r~.quest t!i.'.l.t &n I..SJ: af;a.in be assigned fer trar~­

r-:irt.ation and ban-tr::- bcr:inni~ ao..~ ti~ betl.-ecn the lid.ddle a! February 
F..'. . .i tr ... ~ !inrt. of '·ac:i, 195:t, ar.:. requirin'"' about one month overall fer 
co~ .. ~letio"l of dasion. tn !..,.'.";~ p-oved to have maey ad.Tan4'...ace• cr.-er other 
c::--n.ft, no+.. thE> least of which \ias its ability to accert a.DJ aecu..-e the 
~1-ton s:Uclur:·.:i c~celroc:i. cf the ....-hcle bo:1y counte:- on its tank cec£. 
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An LST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to 
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment. 

The shielded stee1room·presently ia stored at lni-wetok. It can be 
on-loaded and secured within three to four daya. Thus present opera­
tional plans would require that an LST be on Station at Eniwetok 
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would 
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-load the 
steelroom, 

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board 
the LST at any other designated point in this island system and simi­
larly could disembark. At least two technicians, ho~ever, should assist 
in the on-loading of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics 
and accompany this equipment 'While it is on board. 

Assistance from the U. S. Navy in the accomplishment of the above mission 
would be of lmneasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use 
of an IBT together with the following incidental items is respectfully 
requested. 

1. Participation in the operation by certain naval personnel, both service 
and_civilian, Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany 
'the team, but as yet these me'n are undesignated. At least some of the 
five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and 
commitments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached 
duties is respectfully requested. SAN JmUNO FRC 

2, Transportation via MATS for all other per6onnel (Schedule A) of 
the team and cargo from Hawaii to K\:3.jalein or other design::it·ed 
?Oint of er:iliarkation and ret"..irn. In addition to the five 1.:2~.toe;:-s 

of the team listed in paragraph 1 abo·;e there are contei::i.plated 
so:.1e five scientists and six technicians from the Brookhaven 
~ational Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National 
Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed Leciical Center, and the 
Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. Five to seven civilian 
ecologist-scientists from the University of \°"ashin~ton complete 
the tea.~. The total ~eight of all nedical equip!!J.e~t and bear is 
estimated at focir tons and the vol~e at 15J c·jbic feet. 

3. Transportation and berthing of the above medical and ecological 
investigators on the trip to and from Ronselap and during the 
period of the exar~ination~ and collecting. 

4. Assignment of a Class 2 prio::ity for all I-L,'...TS transportation 
required. 
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5. Air transport.at.ion between lvajal.ein or other d"1gnated ed>arkat1on 
point. and Ma.juro, and re-turn. to tra.na.fer three Manhalle•• (om 
•d1cal-pt"aet1tioner ai:d tvo interpret.era) am to transr.r NVeral 
mmbera or the mdical teaa 'to MaJuro tar the :purpoN ot uard.ning 
children which serve u eoatrob tor t.bl llongelap children. 

6. Authorization to all :Nanl Coma.rxia enronte to P"C'rid• aasistence 
and 8Upf'Orl to thi.8 team at ac.ientilJts u needed. 

7. .Aut~iu tion of the Co11AZmier of the LSl' to cn-lo&d the stee lroom 
and other atorcd material at Eniwetok and aubsequentll' return them 
i! that islaoo ia not de«ignat.ed as tho princips.l. station o! the 
vessel. 

Your cooperation 1n bri.ngl.ng about this b1ocood.lcal 111.ssion Will be 
deeI1ly appre-e1ated. ¥.oreover, in add1.t1on to satufying the OOTernmnt'• 
responsibility for the health or t.be !-1.arahalU!se, J'O'l vill be aaaisting 
in studies which ~""Y8 proven to be ~ n.lue to the Depart"8llt. o! the 
l~avy atxi t-o the 1.:-;:, in aJTanci.Dg our urderstarxli.na of the nature o! 
radiation injury arrl the deleyed e.f:fecta o! radiation. 

'"'n-:lc:;'.u-c 
.:-><..:heth1le ;. 
::..tr to ; .T. l..a~i 

Sincerely yoo:ra, 

SAN JUtUNO FllC 
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~ClIEilJLE ''I." 

'Icnte.tive llatini..; ot per&0n0el. A.M.itiontl per~.::mnel e.re bein:; contected. 
'::Jose? liated belov heve received 1nfon::al e:pk>rovol or their respective 

Coc:ic.a.ndine Officers or Director:s 

u. s. Nev;y 

?1c.ve.1. Mec:llce.l. Reeearch Institute, Bethesda, M.e.ryl.and 
Lt.Cdr. I.V. ~{MSC) USN, lfovcl Liaison ot'ticer (not to accompany teem) 
Lt. u.rl J. P.oth (MC) trmm, furc;eon 
r~. Ma.ynr..rd Ei~r, Electrlcia.."l Scientist 

ftnvcl Medicf\l Fesee.rcb U~it, Cairo, Egypt 
1 '1ll1am G. Clu~t.e:::-, F.:<I, 0511. f.erv. r.o. 

Ilrvtl Air Sti-·!:;ion, Jucksonville, Florida 
i:. Jeff(;ri:><m E!".J.by, m.u, USN. Serv. No. 

Teclm1c1r..n 

'!'e chn1 cian 

Ncvl'.l. RtiCiolo~ical Defense Laboratory, San Francisco, C..11torn1a 
Mr. Hyn:.an He:chtcr, Statieticieh 
P.~. ~·'11.lie~ n • ..1.:r:-ay, Photoc;repher' 

ll~tb !Ievc.l Difitri-: 1.J Preventive Medicine Unit, Per..rl Rerbor, T.H. 
Lt. J:::rr.ea P. ::ola.n (MC) us:rm, L1e.is.0!1 0:·;iccr for COKaAWSEAFRON 

(no~ to fl.::- ·."a:;p.s.lly teei::) 

u. [ .. lrzy 

'.-irliter Rf:ed l·1erci :--cl Center 
Colonel /:...1.s~in LY~-rey, MC, lJ;: .. A, 0r~tb[>J.r.::>lo.-1st 

- ~Bl\~ofB.C 

D1..,_'>Vl:I£ven !~s.t1c..r,- l !_ri.;eirrtory, U.~tc.."1, L.1., :; . ..:-·-· "'.:.' .;·l: 
D!-. F.ob9r~~ : • 1::'.cY.o.C·.::.·r.:, Me(1.icr...1. D~p~.r~· ,c:;. 1 ~e:':·_ kr>der e.r.d Ioter:iis ~ 
I':'. Jcmes :::. ,, -__ .crt::::.;~, M.2dictl r.<;;p~_:-:::· .. _:;:, ~i·..;-;;h;·sicis~ 

L-:-. "riill1e::::: ··;:;J...i.i::, t!c,d.ical D.::-pr...!":..:...:.:::.:., :.::.:~r:is~ 

:'.::. J.r::!!SC J. CF-~cn::::: -~1, !.-2d1c:-'.l i..cpl'.~tr.:·..:::: ~, ::.::.'!!licie.."l 

!:..~·. L:o i-~.:;/er, fo·:t.b I~ci.;:c:..:. C;:r. ____ ,i'.:iE-:; EJ·:;;:.:.:.l, 1::-.ck,rill';'. Cc:i-.:.cr, 
L. I. 1 Hew Y::>rl:, !12.L.:.~olo~i:: ... ~ 

,~:-. :. :_C.-w'l'lrll. T'.rll o::- I;~·. i1r>:r.ich ~-. Bluzl>er , 11:-,~ior:..::-l In.stit'...!.-Co::::; cf 
'.:..:e.ltb, &tl:':'.SC.:-. 1 ; -• 1 fu::c:-::.i- ~ 

i ... -·.·..:i.TirteC.. e::~:.:..rc:, ! .. · __ -~,}. ic::--:-.:2 ~~x-:ircl i-,:er-!=lG:1S ?re· cc'.: 
.• Cl.~.·t-.~- -~:-i,_, :[.: __ ~.::-.~~J:·.: ::.L~c.::.."-1!·::., .=~i,_: ..... :.c~~;.i::ic._"1 

1:-.. l .._T_:.:·) _-__ :_>I-~- :_:~'~.1 C:,:_ .:::i.~.:.~·~ 1 ·::~-::i·_,::2., :-.0G:-.;il.:.-: i.:_:1 __ :-, 
i... l . ' ~ ~ ;._ -. -: j - :~. - -' -.. (.· '2>~1 :i-: i '.: :1 

''RIVA.CY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 



SCREIXItE "A" Contd. 

Marshell IaJ.en&I, Majuro 
One medico.l practitioner 
Two 1nterprctera 

University of Waah1ngton, Seattl.e, ;:~~~on 
Dr. F..dwr:.rd E. Held, Leboretory or Radiation Biol.oQ" 
Dr. Allyn H. Seymour, Laborcitory or l\adiction BiolobY 
App~tely !o-.ir to six ~ddition~-1. scientistc ~d/or tech."licie..ns 

from this .lbborntory 

.. 


