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| Dear Captain Turney:

! I emwriting to exprzss my appreciation for the cooperation of
; your laboratory in making aveilable personnel and equipment to
parform the highly important follow-up medicel examinations on

he Marshallese inhebitants who were exposed to radiation during
the recent test series in thez Pacific. The Atomic Energy Com-
mission considers this mission toc be of utmost importznce, not
only to the health and welfars of the Marshellese inhabitants for
whom we now have a particuler reszponsibility but ic the future
availability and use of the }Mershall Islends area {for the conduct
of tests ol nuclesr and thermonuclear cevices,

We feel we are most fortunate in having Dr. V. 7. Bond as the
leader of tha first of successive teams to conduct follow-u exami-
nations, and we zre grateful to the Navy Ior mz2ldng his services
available, ’

In orgarizing this progras. for feilow-up medical exzmina*ions

the Atoric Znergy Commission has been careful to meintain timely
liaison with the Chief of Naval Operaticns, the Department of State,
and the Departuent of the Interior, Arrangements at this end are
now virtually completed, and we understand from the office of the
Chief of Naval Cperations that appropriate priorities and sugport
for this mission have been arranged., We toolt the precaution of
maldns arrangements with the Chiel c¢f Naval Operatlions ir order to
assure the smooth, orderly, and uninterrurted transport of the teams
to and fror the lMershell Islands arez, It would be most unfortunate,
and potentially exbarrassing to the Unlted States, and possibly
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detrimental to the welfare of the Marshallese patients, if the team
were to experience unnecessary delays or be sepzrated as a2 unit.

e have the utmost confidence in the judgment and professicnal skill
of Dr., Bond and his team., We wish them every success,

Sincerely yours,

& Ao

John C. Bugher, .
Director
Division of Biclogy and Medicine
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