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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

ii·'E:HCB 

Captain W. L. Turney 
Co~ff2.nding Officer 

WASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 

August 13, 1954 

Laboratory U. S. Naval P.adiological Defense 
U. s. Shipyard, Hunter3 Point 
San Francisco 24, California 

BEST COPY AVA\LABLE 
Dear Captain Turney: 

I c..:n writing to e~:pr::ss my appreciation for the cooperation of 
your laboratory i.r. maki~g avc.ilable ~ersonnel and equip~ent to 
perforrr.. the highly important follow-up :::iedical examinations on 
the lrar3hallese inhc:.bita.YJ.ts 1.-r..o were exposed to radi-3.tion during 
the recent :.e'.3t s3ries in the Pacific. The _l\.tomic Energy Com­
mission considers this nassion :.o be of ut~ost ir::lport=~ce, not 
only to the health a.."'ld welfar2 0f the i·:arshc.2 lese inhabitan1:-s for 
....-horn we now have a particJ.lar respor.sibili ty bu.t ':.8 tl:e future 
avaiJ abi:i ":y a'1.d use of the :r.:c.rshall Islands area for tee conduct 
of tests o: ~ucl~~~ c...11 thermonuclc~r ~evices. 

·1·:e feel we a:::-e most forti;.'1.ate in h::i.vi.ng Dr. •,r. ? • :Sand as the 
:leader of th:! first cf success~Ye tea.":ls to cor.:::1u.ct .:.'".)llow-u~.) ex-3.rrJ.­
natior.s, and -.:e c.re &atefu.l to t!-.e Na VJ .:or c~dng his services 
availab::..e. 

In crgar..i.zing this progr~- for fc:.low-'J.p :-r:edicA.J. eXE..rr.ina":ior_s 
the Atordc Znergy Commission has been careful to maintain tirr.ely 
liaison >:ith the Chief of Naval Operatio~s, the Department of :state, 
and the Depart:ient of the Int2rio:'.". Arrangements at :.his end are 
now virtually completed, and we ~derstand from the office of the 
Chief of Naval Cperations that appropriate priorities and s~pport 
for this mission have been arranged. We too:: the precaution of 
:"a.1r..in.; a:::-r~ge:ne!"lts with the Chief o: Haval Oi:;ers.tior..s ir:. orde:- to 
~ssure the sm.oott, orderly, and uni...'1.terrupted transport of the teams 
to and .frorr. the Harsh2ll Isl~1ds are?... It would be most U...'1fortu..."'late, 
a.'1d potentially eL:..barrassing to the United states, a.1d possibly 
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detrimental to the welfare of the Marshallese patients, if the team 
were to experience unnecessa:-y delays or be separated as a unit. 

1'7e hc.ve the utmost confidence in the judgm.:mt and professional sld.11 
of Dr. B~nd and his team. We wish them every success. 

Sincerely yours, 

c. ~gh(hr.11,_ 
Director 
Division of Biology c..nd Medicine 

SAN BRUNO FRC 


