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A significant number of Marshall Islanders are only 
now-11 years later-beginning to show thyroid. glnnc\ 
damage after bcmg accidentally drenched with radfo- ·. 
active fallout from an American H-bomb test in the: 
Pacific. - -- - - -- ---- i 

The finding of latent dam·: there. had. been no evWence of 1 
• 1 thyroid disease. 1 

age, accord l n g to the i Six of the thyroid \'Jctims' 
(;ovcrnmcnt doctor in charge I have undergone successful 

1 

oi' trealing the islanders for I operations: . , .. i 
Lhvroid dama_,e means that: Dr. Co.iard said he was 

· . ~ ' lhopeful that .add1t10nal cases
1 atonuc experb n~w rn~st re· of thyroid t:.imor5 among the: 

nsc Up\varcls thell' est1m.ate 5 )cxposcd natives can be avert-: 
of the hazard fr?m shor~-hved [ ed through treat.ment with a 
rad1oac~1vc clebns. This is the! synthetic thyroid hormone 
~md oi fallout, such as ra· 1 now being given to the Island·; 
c,"oaclivc 10thne, that. occurs i ers. : 
rno~tly :icar an atomic blast The Brookhaven medical 1 

and gc,:ts in to the human body I scientist also is anxious to I 
through food and dnnk. I learn whether the hormone' 
, :\lo:eover, said Dr. Rober.t tratment will have any effect 

c.ona1d m a. telephone. mtei- on the apparent link between 
view. there is some cv1denceiradiation - damaged thyroids 
that fallout damage to the I and the retarded growth seen 
thyroid gland might also be' an1ong some of the exposed 
the cause of an observed j children. 
stu:1ting among some of the, Jn· Dr. Con~d·s view. the 
children exposed to the fall-. emphasis hitherto given to 
oul. I the immediate and external 

Dr. Conai·d is the leader of I effects of radiation now must 
. a medical survey team that I be balanced with a new ap­
commutes between Brookha-1 preciation for the latent, in-1 
ven National Laboratory on I tern al effects that can be I 

'Long Island and Rongelap Is· I caused by radioactive mate-
1 land in the Marshalls. TheJ rials, such as radioiodine, that 
team's most rece:it report to get into the body. Radioiodine I 
the .\tomic Energy Commis-1· selectively concentrates in the 
sion is being circulated this thyroid gland. I 

;week to members of the Joint The Rongelap finding,; re-1 
·congressional Committee on

1 
ported. this week to the Joint 

Atomic Energy. What this re-
1 
<:;omm1ttce follow a U.S. Pub-

port shows is this: 
1 
llc Health Service report last· 

1 
Between March and Octo-1 week of a tenuous link be-

1 bL•r of this year 10 new cases tween fallout in Utah and 
of thvroid abnormalities have. Arizona and the incidence of 

ibec:i ·found among the 82 Hon-l suspicious thyroid nodulf's or: 
I gelap natives who were ex-I small lumps among cluldren · 
!posed to falloµt in the first! there. '· 
week of March, 1954. This I The Utah report, actually a 

1

1 

brings to 18 the total number I preliminary report of a super­
of the 82 fallout-drenched na- ficial medical study, is draw­

ltivcs who s.how thyroid gland ing heavy criticism from other 
l abnormalities. Government agencies. The 
! Most of the abnormalitirs critics point out that there 

I 
arc thought to be benign tu- 1 was no real agreement among, 
mars. But at least one h:is.I tlie non-thyroid experts who I 
turned out to be a cancc1· ofjperformcd the physical rxomi-1 
the thyroid ~;land. 'nations. There is virtually no; 

Sign(ficnntly, in a cu11trol data irom otllL'r areas for! 
~;L uup · of Hon;:l'lap natives judging the Ubh-,\rlzon:1 find-: 
whu 1•i:\:n11cu llu• Hl:i·l fnlloul ings. An(l 1n:111y pf thC' d1ildrcn: 

.wrw ·• ·y t 
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