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Those preseat at the meeting included: .-from I.'“... Drs. Boad, Cronkite,

J

Cohn, and COnard' from DOI, Janice Johnson. from L), Drs. Buir (who
chaired the meeting), Weyzen, Forster, and Messrs. Ray, McCraw, 'an‘_d o‘thers. '
Conard gavﬁ a b#ﬁdout of suggestgd topige fo_zf"’ didcus_qion a19n83 with
copies of some pertinent material and I't'hen pfeaentcd s revi-ev of the
evante occurring in the recent medical survey in the Marshall Ioleande

in Kem .-April, as background for topics to be diocuased. A bricf summary

/

BEST AVAILA

Puture of BNL Medical Program in t.he Marshnll Islnandg

With Df. Knudsen, the resident physfcian in ‘the Marchall Iclends,
]:eaving.the progran at the. end of the year, a;d retirencnt of Dr. Conard
scheduled for January 1979, recruitment of.one o.t more physicians for.-the
progran will be necessary. Should the positio:i of resident physiclan be
continued? Is it necessary to continua four yeasly vi24t3 to Reanalap -
and Utirik? The following alternatives were discussed:

1. BRecruit two physiciams to relieve Conard and Fnudcon &ad continue
the program as before. The resident physicien might to acquircd oa a
year-to-year basie with the help of some group, such ca the Univoroity of
Hsvait or the Public Health Service. | DOE ARCHIVE:
2, Bave only one physirian 4n the program wio, io addit%on to adminie-

tering the program from BRL, would visit the islcndo bioanually for a
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nedical survey in Harch-Apru. The Trust Territory would, hopefully,

. ., . ! B R 1

Sept.enber checkup on the people and organize and »i::.r;y c.:it the ;m\lal - ]
) A v
fi1 1n for the other quarterly visfts to the outer 4siionds.
3. As in 1, except recruit a paramedic m_stond of a physicien
to be in u;e islands, and make t.hé querterly vi.site including asaistance
to the physicien on the September trip and the annual survey. Altematlkve

3 seened to be favored. The concensus vas that qu.'rtcrly trips chould be

. continued if poseibl'e. BNL would explore furthqr these poosibilicics. It

was pointed out that if the quarterly trips were cbandoncd an explenation | -

-

. )
to the people would be necessary.. In any event, 8 letter to Oocar deBrum

concerning the future status of the medical program would be desirsble.

The question was raised as to whether, from the roscarch poﬁ:t of view,
ERDA might have gocteh “nearly all the mileage" out of tho progrem and
another organizatidn migh_t.take over. It was pointed out that with the
'mcréésing development of hypothyroidiem i{n many exposcd pco"pla and the
continued development of thyroid nodules there was, 4f anything, an in-

. : !
erease in research interest in the program, i

‘It was agreed that ERDA should support further trainic) of end or L»ore
Marshallese persomnel, perhaps at the University of Ncuwall, to participate
in the wedical program in the fslands. Such training would be primarily

for general health care, but also include some espeete of radiation and

‘its effects. Further exploration of this program chould be pursued vwith

the Trust Terrjtory. :
| DOE ARCHIVES
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Lettor to the Mariptrate of Utirik " . -

’ l ‘

At the time of the March curvey. the Utirik COunfil tequcatcd

letter as soon as possible as to uhether 'ERDA would obts&n a rcliot

physician for Dr. Knudgen in order for contipugticn of the quarﬁ*rly !

! '_U

visite to their island. If no replacenent uaa 1ntcsddd they stated
they would attecpt to locate & doctor of their own for this purpoce.

A draft of a a letter to the Nhgiatr;te of Utir{k vas presented and
: ¥
eince there was some objection to the wording of the letter, it was to

i.

be revised by ERDA,

sew T

The ERDA answers to the letters from the pecople of Ronpelan end Utirik

It vaos agreed that ERDA needed to revise the. present drofte of the

answering letters in the light of the resulta of this cchting and recent

- '
events.

. { .
Responee to Bakal and Bakal (law firm) letter roearding pendina

-.guit by the Utirik people apainst ERDA . ('

An answer prepared by ERDA lawyers &t Las Vegco‘ woo recd. Tae
letter outlined the concern and support (medical, e;c.) cf tho Utirik
people by ERDA (ABC) over the years.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY'

Thyrodd Control Study

It was pointed out that more {nformation was badly nccded on the
general incidence of thyroid abnormalities in the wnexpoccd larshallese
people in order that findinge, particularly in the Utirik population,

could better be evaluated with regard to radiation czposur:s. 'Buring the
DOE ARCHIVES
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thi.a program f.urther aanoua consi. aration.
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past -urvay, opu 300 unoxposed peop].O of- Utit"l anﬂ kongelay ubra inc.luded

. . 1([':‘|\7

in a thyroid su v}. ‘It vas poinr.gd out: that rhcro night:‘be perb"pa 3.

'

dozen Peoplz in tbe nexr. tvo 7ura' mfthis gmvp on vbal thytold -ur~ef7 SRR

would be lndicatod. It vonld he deeiubln huvc &hesa putiento tcken -

1\\ ’.

perhaps to Tripler Amy Bospit.al 1n Honolulu, usins ths same uurgcon and

-

.pat.hologiat: who ha\(e been mvolveq in the progmn. DEER agmed to give

.

‘Briefing at D01

Tos DO1 represcntative quggested that a bricﬂ.;m of Mr. A. Winkel
(aew Migh Comzissicner of the Trust 'Te‘rritory) gad Iizro. Ruth Van Clove
(new Director of Off_iée of T'I'ex":'i.tori."e:i,m: DOI) by coma [RDA r:preaentatives“
would be helpful, particularly prior"'to. the UN mcotings 42 low Yogk. .One

of the topics to be diocuased would be the probla..s ascc.Lathd with the

Congress of Micronesias PL-5-52 {concerning certnia ho pital beneﬁta to

Rongelap and Utirik people). 7re ie a disparity bec;c:n the Congreas

bill and t.he EMDA-TT agreemeut which would seem to indicat> a pocsible

. vevision o,f tha bill, Cmtessmeex Balos has 1nd1 ated that ho folt that :

such & revision would be required.

‘BEST AVAILABLE COPY

Ex gratia cormennation bill for Rongelan rnd.llttrﬂ"\)emlfz

At the rcquest of DOI, an updated summary of cadiccl fladingi)‘sg ARCHIVI
prepared. It was pointed out that the lists of pcople with {indings were
continuously being added to. Only 23 of 65 exposed Rongelep people now
living are not listed as having thyroid abnormslitfies. The EDI repre-

pentative remaiked that thea so-called Burton bill wos &n omnibus bill

)2 e
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. mjuriaa. The b bhad mdy been approvct} ‘oy the nruca of Bcprcc.ntntives. ,

4. ¢

Unfort\ma;:ely, t &mng 'in vord!.ng euggestcd by DDA had not beea 1nc1uded

in the va:sion pnnncd. It 13‘ understood that eoms chanzes mey- st111 be

- e

. :c.uggestcd befoﬁ the scnntg consideration of t':hn bill. .

- . .. « ; ' .
|- ,-.-.s .. . L .S, - . . . tes

Annunl medical chckuya on Bikini and mixectn&prnpls o h ‘

Since the Bf?ini end Eniwetsk people were not expoced to rodistion at
the time of the aéc%dant. as 18 true of the Rongelop _éad Utirik people, .
medical examinacione would not be justified on the basis of poasible radiation
e_ffecte. Bowevet. the viev has been expressed that th'e"a di*placed people
should be conoide;ed as a special group of Har:hallene,' gnd the fact that
they will be living on ialtmda that have been contqninntcd would uarrant :

Y

annual medical checkupa for paychological reasons (rens..urance) if for

" nothing more. /. It voo noted that the Bikint people have requested by letter

that the B:ﬂ. dical group viait them, alao that Congreacmen Dalos hna

._,gnbu,cly orp acd dz..n*’pol.ntment that tha ‘Entvotak progrza doce not

include mdical examinationa of the returning people. Tae Caairman said
that DBER uould give this subject further consideration and rcport on

their conclusions later.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

DOE ARCHJ-VES
Bioaspoy propram = Bikini and Enivetak -

Bikini =~ A letter to Dr. Liverman was proscatcd with tables of 13705

and py findings. The i.ﬁcmase«_in 1?7(29 body burdcno of the Bikini pcople

. 131
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‘ ' ’(10—12 tl:ca th. 1974 k“bll vith some peoplo nccr tha 'src) vdn cc::sidored
' t : h setlous ﬁ(ndlng, ﬁw .pcople aémitted that th.y: bcd %«sn eattng Ahs '
4

forbiddan pandanus and broadfrult vhtch could nccount dpor ths !.ncma.cd

e g
-

e

' i
b "‘.504)' 'i"l'dcpﬂb bith rcgamd to Pu,: tha ptoble:a associat o4 vith 3t;t:tt:i.ng

B ot nufficient urinn am:plou for analynin by "clean" technigus, co mco**cnded

by TTG group. vas mtioned and further coaaideration cust te given to

acquiring adequate aamplea. The Bikini aituacion voul:l Mcﬂ c:uorul

: conaidcratlon by the acv atanding committca to be for*d as dcacribed

PR P IO
.

\ Eniwetak = DOBS thinks 4t urgent to have whole body counting done
.on the returning Enivotck people vith,iﬁ several months. It vos a;;'iccl

; ;hat BNL should arronge to have this done, using the existing whole-body
counter trailer vhich vould.? be set up at Eniwetak. Coct for ncw qlectronic

aquipmefxt vould be provided by ERDA. The present bioaspay program (1nclud-

— pa——— o — = ML P e ma e
“e e

-ing eick call by physicians) would continue at Bikini for the present, but

/. the Enivetak bioassay program would not be connected with physicians.

- v e

The aubject of bringing some Bikini people to New York for 3 yiro

—3

v’

'Am countd at NYU vas discussed and the opinion vas e:pmaaed that uis

might caune undue concern on the part of the Mkinimm. The possibility

- e

of bringins non-Bikini people back for counting vas su"ueated.

' BEST AVAILABLE copr -

' ¢ VES
MCieion-makinuegpmaibilitics » - DOE ARCHI

8 &

Reeponsibilities for rediation essessment in the Marehell Tolonds
in BRDA hea bren divided between DOES and DIDR. DOLS gathers radiological

dats frorm . :.:rent lsboratories (BNL - Tcrreotrial, University of

. ' ) . ,7'¥
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The nsed for a standing comittee for ovurm avaluation of tbe
eaviroe, :ntal and peuonncl radiolosical monitorlng dat.a vas e‘,mod to
/ be urgcmt. Perhupn both mtra-agency, as vcu u mtct-agent'v, eomtttcea L

[' - l, ! ) * ’.'}; .

! ‘vith doci.sm-mkin povore would be nﬁwaoory. { 'nm Lany *c':u t..:a .auld

{ . _ carry out st least annual vevievs of radiological data @ tha Cbaim:m

udvise on recommendotions and necessary action. ¢
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