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SUBJECT: RECENT INFORYATION. ON THE 
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STATUS:.Q)F THYROID DISEASE IN 'YriE 
:VA~SHALLESE EXPOSED TO FALLOlJI' FROM THE BJXINI TEST OF 
1"..ARCH 1, 1954 

Since our last memorandum on this subject elated January 17, 1967, the 
complete annual medical survey of the people of Rongelap Island has 
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been carried out by a team of physicians from the United States and t~e 
Trust Territory headed by Dr. Robert A. Conard of the Medical Depart.;:;ent 
of Broo'Aflaven National Laboratory. 

One new case with a thyroid nodule ~as discovered. This additional case 
was in a 17-year old boy who had been away on an o~tlying atoll and, 
conse~uently, had not been examined for several years. At t~is ti~e, in 
the-group exposed at an age of less than ten years, 16 of a total of 19 
children (84 percent) have developed thyroid pathology. Of ~hese 16 
children, two have displayed hypothyroidism. It appears that tr.ese tvo 
boys showing growth retardation have had a spurt i~ growth ~oer ~~eat­
ment with thyroid hormone. 

Tne remaining 14 chilciren have had thyroid nodules. Nine ta•e been 
treateu surgically. These nine children plus two aaults who ~~ve 
received surgery were all found to be in good conditior. wit.h no i'u:t:her 
apparent thyroid abnormalities.· Five chilciren with thy.i:-oi<i no6::..:2es a:e 
receiving tfiyroid medication. Tne ~nyroid nodules in two of these 
child:-en sho~ed significant regression; of the other three, o~e is ~he 
nev case, and the other tvo child::-en a.re not felt to have received e.n 
aae;uate trial on this therapy. A decision regarGing surge:::-y has been 
postponed until intensive thyroid bo:nno~e ~edication can be ~ried. 

Dr. Conard reports no other noteworthy =edical fin~ings a.~d no ~usue.l. 
illnesses or diseases that could be related to radiation effects. 
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