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Office Menzor andunz, . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT , 

TO 

THRU 
1 . A. R. Iuedecke, Geceral~!fa.:iager 

FROM 

SUBJECT I 

A. Tru:i;::aro, Assiste.nt General 1-:e.nager for 
Research and Industrial DeveloF=Ject ~ 
C. L. D.mhem, M.D., D~/•/}i_p._,a o 
Biology and Bedicice V t/t//' r.~-L--z:......--~-
SEVEIITH 1·'.EDICAL SURVE'i OF THE J.'.ARSEALL 

SYMBOL: Ea'.'·~~: HDB 

The attached is Dr. Conard's sum:nary of the latest survey of tbe 
health status of the 1-~sball Islanders· carried· out in Mr:.rcb 196o 
by Dr, fubert A. Cone.rd, Brookhaven J:ational Laboratory. 

It is a pleasure to note that no evidence of biomedical. radiation 
effects E-re reported. 

Dr. Cona..'"'Ci se~s to hs:ire solved very effectively the proble::is 
created by the for.:ier annual invasion of the Islands by a too­
le.!'~e sU:..'·Yey party. The cooperation of the local med.feel. con­
tic~eot ~as effective e.nd generel.ly satisfactory, 

Atts.ct::~r:t.: 

s-.i::.::=-ry 

l -
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BROOKHAVEN fIATIONAL LABORATORY 
Associated Universities, Inc. 

V,Ptoo, L. I., N. Y. 

Dr. Charles L. Dunhem, Director 
Division ot Biology and l·:edicine 
Atom1c 'Energy Coo:mission 
\;asbington 25, D. C.. 

Dear Chuck: 

I \/Ould like to qr1e1'1.y St=arize for you so:ne or t.be highlights or the 
recent survey. Everything really ;;ent ·very =ootbly and I l.·as ~uite pleat :'­
at the fine spirit ot cooperation sboVll by the Trust Territory oi':f'1clala. 

Bill Scott (medical technicia:o from Brookhaven) and I arrived at K'l<ajeJ.ein 
1-'.arcb 9th. Dr. Ezra filk1on, the practitioner at Ebeye, bad rounded up 
about ten Fungelap people now residing there for exe:mination. Drs. :!'"ennel 
and Shippey, io charge of the Kwajalein Hospita.l, \:ere most cooperative 
and e.llo...,ed us to use their facilities for the e.x2!Idnations. They \.'e::-e a.ls 
kind eaough to roan us severa1 ite:ns vbicb ve needed for use at F.oll6elap. 
~U-. Will.!Ei:ll White, at present the DISTAD assistant at Kvaja.lein, v~c::i you 
probably n:==be::- 'l.l'ell, vas e.lso very helpfUl.. He bad our three JDedical 
boxes 'Which had been shipped in custody. 

The i;avy flew utf to ?~s.juro on the 12th. Dr. John !amen, the ced..ical 
practitioner vho bas taken Dr. !licJr..ing' s place at P..ajuro, had rounded up 
several F.ongelap people to be examined as veil es a fev children for height 
end \/eight measu:rei::ients as part of the growth e.nd develoP1!Jent control groUJ 
T"nese examinations vere co:np~eted the folloving dq. DOE ARCHIVE( 

Mr. Maynard Neas, Dr. :a. B. Macdonald aDd I carried out final. a.rra.nge::ients 
for the survey at Pongelap. Tbe survey team consisted o:t the follo'l."i:cg 
people in addition to Dr. 1·!scd.onald, Bill Scott e.nd mysel..t: Dr. Ezra. 
Riklon, Dr. Isaac Lan'lli and t'WO technicians, Kiose.n and Sabio, and_ in 
addition, Dr. Jaf':te and one of his denta.l technicie.ns vent along to ce.rrr 
out dental ex=inations •. Mr. Rees also accompanied the group. He vent 
along app&.re!ltl.y to look into tb.e a.&rlcu1tural. situation Oll P.ongelap. '1.'e 
sailed on the Faq_':.le, the Tnlst Territory cargo sbi:p, on Wednesday I!lOIT·' ng 
the 16th, &..-riving at Kvaje.lein one day later vb.ere ve picked up Dr. r -ra 
and our three medical boxes vhicb contained mai.nly the electronic Cou1"...er 
cot!.llter end laboratory equip:lent. We did not sail f'or P.ongel.ap until t.he 
a!'ternoon or the 18th since, in viev of Cs.pt a.in Robert. 6 unfe:llllerl ty vi th 
P.o::J<;elap le,eoon, he •'isbed to arrive at a t1I::e vb.en the sun orould be to bia 
back es be e!ltered the le.goon in order to steer through the cor»..l. hee.d.s. 
Vnen ve d.rcpped anch.6r in the lagoon ot:'f Faogela:p village on Saturday a....""'ter­
r.i:xn1, r~. r.eu Morris, the agriculturalist vho h!i.d been living on the island 
for tbe past year,, and the nev c!!.gistrate (:Ebo•) caoe e.boi::rd. !hos iod1cated. 
ths.t the ru!lgela:p people ·vould like to have a meeting a.od ask us certa1.a 
queat1ons bet'ore co=_eocing vith the e.xenioat1ons. 
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Therefore, Mr. !l'eas, Dr. Hacdooeld e..od I J:Jet with the people Cor M hour or 
so that a!'ternoon. J·~eny of tb~ se::ie types of questioos ceme up that h3ve 
co~e up in the past regarding their present health status, etc. '.i'hey vere 
particularly· curious as to vby the AEC medical teflll! had joined forces vi.th 
the Trust Territory medical group e..od ve.oted to know if this vas en iodica- ', 
tion that they vere Yell end required no :further study. It vaa explained 
to them that since the Tl'ust Territory doctors vere their.usual. doctors1 _it 
~as thought better to combine forces for tbe annual ~xeminations and this 
~d cot oean that :further examicatioas Yere unnecessary. The subject of the 
coconut crabs was reintroduced and I assured them that we were ex.amicing 
these crabs at intervals aod as soon as they vere sat'e :for eating, ve vould 
let them l::nov. This continued restriction on the· crabs seems to irk them no· 
end. Toere ;;ere only one or t;;o people, chief of 'Whom vas ~ tbe health 
aide, vho see;;ied to be against being exe.roined. (He later agreed to be 
exi:miced.) 

The rest of that afternoon vas spent ic sett.ing up 'the laboratory end 
or.:;acizing the school building for the physical examinations. TI:e next de;r 
being Sunday, the exeminations 'llere cot 'started UDtil l·bnday. O:::i J'...)cc!.ay 
riorning the people necked in 1c greater mmbers than 'We couJ.d 'b .. ::.:!.le sod 
their attitude was entirely :friendl.y e..od cooperative. There 'Were only o~e 
or t•"O at most who 'Would not cooperate. We carried out the h!!:;I!at.ological 
exe.::iications vhlch included WBC done OD the electronic Coulter co~ter, and 
soears \/ere ta.ken and stained for differentials, bP.sophil counts en! P..lke.l.ine 
pl:osph!!.tase determinations. A brie:f history Yas ta.~en by Dr. r:-:-:. ~.!l:i 
Drs. J.!!lcdo::i.!!.ld, Isaac E.Dd my sell cs.rried out brief' phys! ce..l e>:e.:::~~etio::i.11 on 
e.ll tbe expos.ad people. A limited m.::::ber of' urines vere collecte:. fv"!' r&ilo• 
che:llicel enai'Ysis. There vere no c!!.ses of cancer, leukemia or e:::.y o~!;.~r 
sisnificant :findings on ex!!!:lination of the exposed people, nor vere tbere 
acy elevated white counts which vere s1gn1t'icB.Dt. 

It appeared to me that the attitude of' the people vas, if anything, better 
this year. There see!lled t-0 be some vague knowledge on the pa:rt of the 
people of a possible suit against our government and this vas mentioned in 
the meeting referred to. However1 they did not seem to have e:ny s¥Ccific 
fact11 in this regard and indeed appeared to be very ill in.fo=ed about any 
details of' the suit. 

DOE ARCHIVES 
1"..r. r:eas cet i.."itb tbe people on several occasions l!.Ild inspected their 
agricultural progress. Ba vas pleasantly surprised at bov cuch he.:. actuell.1' 
been acco:::iplished and see;:ied to f'eel that the attitude of' the people vas 
cucb better th_e.n he had expected. 

We se.Hed for Kvajalein the evecicg o:f the 24th, stopping by I.ae Atoll en 
rcute ani arriving at K·.iajalein oc Saturday corning the 26th. Ye ce.U<:.:1t 
a E.:. .... ei1an Airlines plane ( vhich bas repleced MATS) back to £!!.Ve.ii- the 
f'ollo•"ing night. 

In cooclus1oo it appeared t-0 me that the survey as carried out vith the 
Trust Territory this year Ya& highly successt'Ul. and f.rom the point of' viev 
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ot everyone concerned, is a b..s.ppy solution to t'he problem. We are investigat­
ing the :possibility ot ta.Hog the steel roo:ii a.long next yea:r in the cargo bole 
or the R:lque. I hope this 'l.i.!1. •:ork out. 

I hope this b.rief resume vill giye you so::ne o! the highlights of the survey. 
Wan;iest regards, 

Sincerezy., 

P.obert A. Conard, M. D •. 

DOE ARCHIVES 

- Ii -


