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SCBJECT: THYZOID DISEAST IH RO‘S"LA.P ISLARDLES

During the Februcnry 1364 conual em2dfcal survey of the Murshellese
I:1zndcrs exposed to fallout from thw Horch 1, 1955, ghot over
Bikint, three youay teeaagers, 13-14 ycirs old, were fouad to hrva
nolules fn their thyroid glaade, The wedlical tecn felt that twd of
them should hive imsodiste thyrofdlectomies, &nd thuce oporctions were
successfully cerried sut at the Ravel Uoapitzl oa Cucn with the full
coozcretion of the Trust Territory jcepla ¢nd the asliesl services

of the Diportment of Pefeasne,

The pathslozfcal €irgnszes wvere lunri_‘l‘.ry adenocercinosa, o melignent
timor of the thyroid, The prozass fg, of covrse, {s wacertzin, but

the cwrpeons wre reported o heve folt that they oy bave removed 211
tie neoplistic tissue, While this iaformotisa hias not been trinomitted
foresliy, it 4e repgrried oo relfible, It £s plamned that 2 ten Yol
pusrry of thie horilh st=tur of the expvsed ! yshzllers, ifncinling
thees rezent Jevelogments, will ba prepored for jroms .t ul Izc‘tib:x in
& [rzzinent jouracl cuch s the Jouol of U

feeoci-ticn,

Prep-rations 2re nsw ,0ing ahesd to hxve the third child vith &

gxzil nolule orercstst oa £g s00u ~E possible, The estimsted doses

£o these thyrolls £re soce 155 to 3175 rods extarnal gszax plus 10 to
183 rsde fros :beorbed radiocicdine,
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Sinca the spovntaneous occutteace 0f tvo, +0J poscilbly thrae, cuscs
of thyroid necylzem ¢mnag the swo1l nusbar of exposes Kirehallese

©ehildres 1z mast wlikely, these ctsorvatione vill 1robobly gplive

rizo to cxatrat fa veriouss Querters, 7Tor this rescon, it sicms
{eeirizle to conelder this mrtler o tentetive uztil the Jocuncated
Cete ere $a uonl.  You 2ad the Cuanission will Le informud pros tly
et thet ti=a,
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