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Dear br. Lcyl

In your letter of 2y 2, 1955 you esked tre Cozxiscion to advise
tie Departoent of State of eay deta sdiftiosal to tkat provided
in cur letter of Decexter 2, 195k reiarding steps teken to fulfid
the U.9. Governzent's co=mitieats to the Hersball Islenlders ed-
versely affected by tle March 1, 1554 nuclear weapcus teet in
order that tie U.S. Delegetion to the Bixteenth Gession of the
U.E. Trusteeship Council can give s full and sstisfactory report
on tke subject.

As you know, the Cozmisslon's letter of Decexber 2 to fecretery
Dulles outlined in goue detall tle status of seversl cajor pro-
crexs teing underteken to essiet the tersiall Islanders. floce
tvat time the Comteslon bes constructed a redio treaszitter end
receiver ca Uliza Island in Hejuro Atell and s radio transzitter
and receiver, six ferily units end tvo storege buildinge et Jsbor
Island in Jeluit Atoll. It wes 2lso originelly plsnned to erect
a radio trens=itter znd receiving station es wvell s build a
storage house apd repsir two others on Xild Islend. It vzs
later determined by the Righ Cocmissioner, Lovever, that trere
wt8 no loager a need for & Xili redio station. Construction end
repelr of the storee houses on Kili Yelend wss not undertaken
by ti.e Coumission becansse edverse vecther conditicns did not
permit lsnding of npsterial and pergaxrcel on thue Island. Toe
reteriel for tais coastructicn wes left oz Jsluit, end ve
understend thst the Government of the Trust Territories nov
feels trat tuere would te Celinite edvnatecses to having Xilg
inteabitents eonstruet g btulldings tiexselves.

In Jaauzry 1555, tie Comzissicn conducted a radiologics) survey
of Rangelsp Island end exexineld soil samples, crsbs, shellfish
and foodfigh, snd such edible fiors a8 coconuts, pandrnus &nd
arrovroot. In our letter of Decexber 2, the Cozissicn sisted
1t ves cur view tunt the residuel level of radfoactivity would
decey to irsignificence gllcoving tre resettlessat of trhe native
ca tieir home island by By 1955. Tois nas not been pessitle,
Lovever, becsuce tie siellfiss end crabs, whick constitute en
irportest pert of the rutives' diet, still cogtain unsefe exow:
of redicrctivity. Furtiermire, the nortiern islandis of tie At
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are sti1ll sufficfeatly redicactive so that persons living on them
would receive radietion exposures someviat ebove thoce recomzended
by tle Kational Corzzittee ca Rudistion Protection end the Interaa-
tionsl Coxmission on Rediclogicel Protection. I an ettocting for
your furtler inforzatioa on this point coples of letters exchianged
by the Deputy High Coxmiscioner of tLe Trust Territories vnd the
General Msncper of the Atoale Energy Cozmiesion.

As you knov, tlLe Cozmispion has sccepted the responsibility for
periodically exsnzining tlhe Ronzelep nutives &g & rostine precau-
tionary messure., In karch 1655 e second medical recleck vas

conducted under the lezfership of Dr. FPucene P. Croakite of tLe
Cozxmission’s Brookhuvea Fational Leborstory, accozpanied by Lt.

Crxir. Semuel D. kcPuerson, £n ophthslmdlogist presently oan duty at

the Navel Felical Respitel at Pethezde, end Dr. Charles L. Dunten,
Dejuty Director of tie Coricsion's Division of Bioloyy end Kediclne.
Tre survey team fourd that tue Roagelepiens ere in excellent general
Leelth with the exception of & fev individuels suffering from chronle
digeeces viich were yreseat pricr to Merch 1, 105k £nd urrelzated to
the fallout incideat. Al individucls' white blood ccunts fall within
tie nermal ranje, &lthough tie cecn for the entire group is sorewdat
below ttat of the control gopuletion. All skin lesiors have Lealed,
Dr. McPuerson, at the request of tre netive opLtlalmologist, perforzed
& muober of cetarect operetions. Koue of the cateracts, Lowever,

vere releted to tie effects of tie Earch 1, 1554 fellout,

It vas also pointed out in our earlier letter that the Cowiission,

io ecvoperation with tie Trust Territory &nd the University of Eawaif,
ves investigating the poseibility of urnderteking certeln sgricultural
rrogrars to incresse food productioca for the Mureisll Islerniers. T..e
Coanigsion himg offered to cssist the Governzent of the Trust Terri-
tories in eny wey possible in researcues directed towerd crop im-
jrovezent in the lzrsiell Islianisg, but, thus fer, no specific
rcg.est Les becn received by tie Comzliscion four ecsisteace.

For yo.r informstion 1 &z mtisching & list of tle csjor catezories
of ex;eniftures ircurred by tre Cuzmission for tue verious activities
covered in tzis letter. In mddition to these, we understend tie
Cozzander, Joint Tesk Force-7 will Lave expended §$133,253 by June 32,
1555 for rerebilitation of tLe Marghallese, $50,355 of which wves
reimbursed to the Caxzission for coastructicn of housing ea Ejit
Islazi in the Kajuro Atoll for t:e tezjorary resetitlexent of the
Fongelepiars,
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I hopa the Infornation set forth ia this letter will nzsist the
Departnent in preparing its rejort for preseatation at the Trusteo-
ship Council this month. i

1 Lave tuken the liberty of sending copies of this letter to Secretary
Vilgono and Secretery Mckay,

6incerely yours,

Coairaan

Enclosures

¥r. David McK. Key
Asgistant Gecretery
Departwent of State
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Secretery Wilson
Secretary MckKay
Chairzan
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AL FXPENDITUAZS INCIDEXT TO RATIVE REMAWILITATICOR « OGPEXATION CACTLYE

1. Beptesdber 1954 bedical Re-exarination $ 9,0L0
2. Januery 1555 Nediological Durvey 3439
3. Karel 1555 Kedical Re-cicninztioa 33,030

b. Coastruction of Frcilities on Uliga
st Jabor Isiuuds e;proximately

. Total expenses turoupa Juue 3, 1955 (arn.)

£58,000
$3h,150
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June 6, 1955

Honorable Delras H. Nucker .
Deputy High Cozzissioner Tnrui Director, Insular Affairs
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands Division -
P. 0. Box 5i2 . 0ffice of Territories :
Agpna, Guom, M. I, Departunent of the Interlor

Weshington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Huckert?

Trig 1s written i{n reply to yowr lettier of Mey 9, 1955, in which
You recomzend thut the Ronpelrjpese be kept at EjIt for at least
enotner six ronths in tre hope tiet st the end of this pericd the
rediocctivity in the shellfish end crebs wiich ccnstitute such en
importent pert of tle Roncelepese diet ray rave decrecsed to e
level wuich nakeg tunese foods safe for coasunption.

Tre results of the mcst receat radiologlcal suarvey will bte fully
evaluated 1o the very near future, in order to escertain how firm
our prelinpinnry estinates are. In any event, wve will conduct a
resurvey early in the fell of this year, folleving vhich we hope
to be eble to give you & clecrer {dea of precisely wren it would
be safe to return these pesople to their homs atoll with & minimm:
of restrictions on trelr activities.

As to the natter of the $1300 & moath for support of the people
80 lonz es they rexain &t Ejit, I heve reguested that JIF-T coa-
tinve to rrovide tiese funis.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth E, Fields -- : .
Ceneral Mansger - - - o L,




