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I write to you corcerning crovlems in the rorsicll -slands of .-icrenesia thet
nave be=an causad by the Uiditag Stztes in violation of iie United laticns Iructee-
221 end to zsa for rour ke

ci.ip aAgree:

z llese, prese:tl“ atterding a universit: in Nawaii and ny rvermerer-
resicderice ic cr tle islird of Zieye, iwnjalein Atoll.

Inotlis Iotter 1oan scing ‘o address some of the protlems [ccirne tecrle l2r:
as & result of the U.D. nuclezr testiii- trosram. As vou are wideoudtedl; zwars, ¢ o
U.l. cimmsd L c United Juticic Trustees)ip ~greenert in 1647, wiicl i: tindlﬁg ca
apsricz oz i g aut ority of th. islands, T..e Lgreement statec tle U.C. is
rec .criibic "~rotect tho nezlth cf tY~ inhabitants" and te 'prctect t.e inlzbi-
rants w-ainst tre loss of t eir land and resources."
I cve svent Lle last two monthc tratvelling threughou. the rarsiclls - te Lle
many liny ouler lying atells i 2t can onlt be reached by tozt - intervienins differnt
vecple on t ¢ rrovicle tieyr ave experienced £ecm the rodiozctive Tzllovt Tren tle -
bomb tesws. .ere are ca.e of t.e things I have learned:

s ~

* In 1S4¢, prior tc tle rirst test series of "low yield" atcmic bambs at Sikini,
residents cf hcngelap and rearty atolls were evacuated as a preczution. Zisht vearc
later, wi.en 3ruvo wac detcnated - the largest bomb ever cxnloded alove ground (770
tires lapger then earlier tesic) - none cf the people wers evocuated and several
hundred were ceriously contaninzted witi. snow lilke fallout on Zongelap and Utirik,
ameriz;© r;dia;ion *onitcrir; terscrnel on an aztoll close to Rengela: were evacur-
ted <l ortly alter t' e tes rut tle Rongelap reorle were rot evacuzted Zor n.cre
than 42 IOL 5, thuc com,ounding theri radiation rroblems.

* In 1957 (three years after the 3ravo shot), with no extensive radiolezical
survevs ccrnducted, the peo 1z of Rengelap were teold by the Atomic —nergpr Cam:ission
thet teir atoll wcs safe for relabitation "despite cliyit lingering redicectivity”
and 2llowed to return home, rcllowing a court suit in 1675 which forced tle AEV/
Dept. of ‘nersy *o co 2 radiolc-ical survey of the rorthern fars olls, tie DCI'c
1672 report shows that chgel_p ‘as, on some islands, radiation levels close to
cikini's, where the tests were conducted, Bikini has bcen declared unlivable for
£0-10C rcars. espitc the Acl's cssurarnces of Hongeiap'!s cafetg, t ¢ pec:ile have
been livin~ on a ccntominated atoll for mors than 20 rears.

i« Tre -ecple of Utiril: were also contaminated by dravo, but with abouth 1/10
f the Zongelap dose. Accord ngly, the AIC rea:sured then continually trat they
veuld 3°v: no prcblems - @x@'er, in 1977 there was a gucde“ jwp in the cancer and
thyroid proble.s equall*-g - ~t of the much more heavily exposed Ronrelzp rectle.
The am#rican doctors admitted they had been campletely wrong in their predictions.,
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n 196S the .oC declared "there is virtually no radiation left" on Biliini
and zlloved \eoglc t. be in noving back., But ten rears later tl.c radiations levels

vere oo i v oin Lot . the envircnmnent and ueople that tiey twere evecuated cnre aecrin
in 1070, milidns iternational headlines in the proc:ss,

The ...2 e L irini wes still "hot" in 1675 (accordins to their our zurvers,

o lonreralls muen coklier - put ther ignered tiese potential ﬂazards io frver of
st mring Hle pecplz, The ALD scdl ientists ~uring the resettlemert rzde strte ents
cucl, o5 ildini "Iz ocsiblr the best available source of data for °valuat1r: tre
tronafar o piutorniun across the gut wrll after being incorporated irnteo biclerical
soeter .Y seruo o tner were leavins people oa a da: gcruuglj centar.insted izlang
Toosbuds rolloilon ¢flccete?

o czd d 2 starle in the larsiallese diet, arrouroot (i iler to a
oitalo,, nee U ate 1¢€70's, ‘as stopped producing on ever; island ir tie lar-
€ aile, #iditicnall-, poorle from at least 15 etells assert that the coconuts,
arezulroit 2 ctlar -o,_l foods eitiier do not rroduce or have mutated.

o the fnaulrg. his ceculd hardly be called "prctecting tle

+#1f & dczen islands at Bikini and Enewecal were obliterated off
it
T % =2 loss of t:eir lands,.”

mcercus reports from different atolls of continuine mis-carrizeoz,
v deformitics in off spring. reople from many atodls, in addi-

still B £
ticn te wor. ~lap and Utirik, comilain of sickness that they had riever ezperienced N
wntil t e lost 1C-15 years., ¥Yet the AZC dectors only look at tie peonle tley

corcider te Lo "empezed" and refuse tieir redical service to these others,

% Lree's zven [ ational Laboratory (on contract to the Aab/D;h) is charred it
cenguetir s resular nedical chocks on the exposed’ peorle and is responsitle for pro-
vidin: fcr ile .ecplac! healt'. care. But instead th -nf Codoaiors. have corncistently
mislezu t e neop’e -tout their radiation exposure (the Ctirik a”* Dikini situatiors

are exx rzlcs of + is). N R ek L ) 3

z c Ltiey are just beginning to be felt. The problems '=z2re are z
esult of polic:es wi.ich ave been formulated from verry subjective interpretziion
Ttle radin’o**’ca1 informotion and it hipghlights the critical need for an alter-
atdve rcint of visw, Tihese policies are in direct conflict with whe!U.S. rsspon-

itr te pretect tic tealth of trne people. I strenply urge that tie feder-l
nnient s ovld urc'lde funds for scientific surveys of t ¢ islandc ard medical
exzoinztiors cf tie reorto by independent doctors and scientists, with no cernectiony
tc the D€, ..-3 Ll oue personnel chould be chosen by uars“.llese. !

‘e radiaticn problems did nect end with tie nuclear tect -rorra.
+
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ZTut on Lep of ihis, I uculd like to invite you and represent:tives of vcour
Jerpartrent tc come ic thre iarshalls Lo investigate tiese and other prozlsms [irst
kond so fhat vou can understand the situction 'ere.

“ke U.S. has nct lived up to its oblipations under tle U.IHl. Trusteesiip ~gree-
~ent ard in . 2nr cases has been in direct violation of it. The resulting radiation
problems tlat #re now becaming evident are just part of tie problem fucing my pecple
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in tne ilarsn:lls. we need lLelp and hore tiat you will be willing to look into the
substantial human rights viclations tict are occuring this very minut: in thre iars’cl
islands and trust you 111 take whatever steps ;ou dee. arpropriate tc ielp correct
this situation.

I an lookin: forward tc your reply.
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