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I'm" sorry I was not at h6~e when you visited my 
i) land. Instead, I hCl:le spe'f"lt the post few months 
travelling to Japan and Fiji leorning about treat­
rnent of atomic bomb victims and about attempts to 
end the nuclear threat in the Pacific. 

"1 f C./f..Oft/i£J I A-A/ 
..J..°AI Oe"f'ezJiiN r 
F,,..,~ ~p~. i.r; 147 1c 

Since leaving Rongclcp on the peace ship Fri, I Or;.e juthor of this lett.~r, 
have learned a gr:eot .de:JI cn-:i om writing to you to · Is ma9tstrJ~~ of 
clarify some of my feelings regarding your continued Rongelap Jnd uncle of 
use of us cs rese.orch subiects. ~ 
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our problems. Yo·.J ~-­
is C:Ner," then 
monr new coses-you •11 . 
but om very worried : · 
again. 

I'll never for3ct how 
er that it was our foul~ 
wouldn't let you ~x:Jrri · 
seem to forg-?t that it '.. 

o:i ouestionln9;,;~·· ... 
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sJ\~ tt:~t he personally ~ould permit'' '··· 
the AEC continue tts yearly examlnat\dr.sy'] 

. ~ut that he wants to have a permanent,-·-· .. , 
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full-ti~e doctor stationed on Rongelap. 
If this dcctor is Japanese, as Nelson 
indicates tr.e case would be, then the 
AEC will probably not kick tn any money 
for this servlce--or at least this 1as 
tr.e i~pression given 1hen the subject 
,as discussed in ~ajuro with doctors 
involved in a non-ta~iatlon related 
study of diabetes among the Utirlk..Rong­
elap people.~ 

I realize now that your entire career is based on 
our i I lness. We are for more valuable to y01J than 
you ore to us. You have never really cored about 
us cs people --ooly cs o group of guinea pigs for 
your gov.::rnment's bomb research effort. For me and 
for the other people on Ronge\ap, it is life which 
~otte~ mo~t. For you it is facts and figures. There 
1s no question about your technical competence but 
we often wonder about your humanity. We donft 
need you end your technological machinery. We 
want our life and our health. We wont to be free. 

In all the years you've come to our island 
you've never treated us (as) people. You've ~ever 
sot down am cog us ond really he Ip us honestly about 

~T~ls letter was sent to Or Robert Conard, head of the continuing 
ra~iolo~ical effect survey on the people of Rongelap and Utlrlk 
w~.o ~ere exposed to radiation In an incident in 195~0 -
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As o result of my tr 
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1
s war makers. 

1lthoabout 1 zp_-pe.opl£ fro11 Uttrlk We wont a docto. 
on the question of continued AEC ently. We don't ner.' : 
yearly examinations. According convenient for you h· 
to Helson, everyone at the 111eet- see a doctor when w' 
lno has agreed •Ith his position trying to Americoni. 
not to permit the-I.EC to examine cost-offtextbcioks. ; 
the people anymoreD the kind of me<3ical 
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We've never rec: 
to invite docto~ fror 
amine us in a coring 

We no longer we 
trol. As a represent 

.. vinced us that Amer: 
.ulJc 10 he:tp rhem. r 
our neutrality and k 
power. 

There wil r be SC ' 

you try to visit be pr 
we. first stood U? to ·• 
motives. Now that', 
people in the world · 
no longer wont you , . . . 
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!Orch effort. For me end 
ielop, it is life which 
Facts and figures. There 
:hnicof competehce, but 
humanity. We don't 
jiccl machinery. We 

- thot __ Lwont you to know oSout. The moin decision 
is tJio_t"we do not wont to see you again. We want 
medicah:::ore from doctors who care about us, not 

Don Saturday, April 19, In ab&)t-~~ollecting information for the U.S. Govern-
_______ -had a meeting mentfs woqnakers. . · 

•lthoabout 20 people fro11 Uttrlk We wJrit o doctor to live on our island permon-

• We went to be free. 
:ome to our island, 
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: people of Rongelap and Utlrlk 
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on the question of continued J.!C ently. We idon't need medical core only when its 
yearly exa1lnitlons. According convenient for_you to visit. We wont to be able to 
to Helson, everyone at the meet- see c doctor Yf'.hen' we want to. America has been 
Ing has agreed •Ith his position trying to Americanize us by flying flogs end using 
not to permit the AEC to examine cost-off textbooks. It's about time America gave us 
the people any1oreO the kind of rrie'diccl core it provides its own citizens. 

• W~'ve never re~lly trv!ted you. So we're ~oing 
to !nv1te ~octors from hospitals in Hiroshima to.'ex­
amane us in c ccrang·way. 

We no longer wont. i~_be under American con­
t~ol. As a represen~o~iy~·of the U.S., you've con­
vinced us that Americor:tt:_qre put to dominate othen 
riur ro help rf'lem. rrom flow,on, -we will maintain • 
our neutrality end independence· f~om American 
power. , : ! 

There w_il.1 be some chcn~e's··~~de. Next time 
you try to v1srt be prepared. Ever since 1972 when 
we ~nt stood U? to you, we've been aware of your 
motives: Now that we know that there are other 
peofcle in the world who ore willing to help us we 
no onger wont_ y_ou t,o come t9 Ro!1g.clcp. ' 
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