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TP.L:ST Tt:R?.HCRY OF TH:: PACI F" IC ISU.'iDS 
: ~ar~ent of Hea 1th Services 

.. ajurc, · r.~arsha 1 l I s1 ands 

.. - . • 
To: District Administrator. r.arshalls 

Fro:::: Dfstrict Director of Heal th Services, r~rshal 1 s 

Subject: Report of Trip to Japtan. Ene~~tak 

Bec~use of increased in n1.LDber and t;~e of health problens affacting 
the health of people on Japtan, Ene~1etak which caused great concern 
to the Cor.r.?ending Officer and his staff. Ene~etak and the District 
Adwinistrator. T·!a rshal ls, Mr. Oscar degr~. the Di strict .Adninistrator 
of r·:arshall Islands District asked l'ile and Mr. Murphy Ownbey to go--i:o. 
Eneweta~ to neet with Colonel Ednar J. r.ixan, the District Administr~tor 
Representative, Japtan and the Health Assistant, Japtan to discuss the 
heaith sitliation or: Japtar. and to evaluate the he-alth assistant pro9ra!.". 
and recor.!'.'!=n~ cour~e of action to be taken ~y all concern in the future. 

l~r. r~urphy O\·.nhey couldn't co:;.e on this trip to Enewetak because his 
\·;i fe was sick. So, I proceeded to Enewetak on r~over:1ber 4. 1977. As 
soon as I arrived Enewetak. Colonel Mixan arran9ed a brief r.ieettng at 
his office. The r.1eeting \':as attended by Colonel Edgar J. Hixan, the 
Cor::--.end1ng Officer. Ene\':etal:·, LTC John R. Sitten, Dr. Joseph E. Th~rpe, 
!!.D •• John Is~ail and rr.yself. The to~ics of discussion during our 
mec:ting were health education prograr.r on Japtan, district r.iedical 

· referral proceedures and medical referral patients from Japtan to USAF 
Clinic on Enewetak and medical referral oatients and escorts from ~S~r 

/Clinic to r.wajalein or :.~juro. After a brief rnaeting, the group hac! 
launch. After launch, we visited Japtan dispensary, the toilet 
facilities on the island and the general sanitary condition of the 
village. U;:>0n our return from Japtan, Colonel Mixan decided to have 
another ceeting at 5:00 p.m. to discuss health problems on Japtan 
re1ativ~ to toilet facilities, drinkin~ water~ nethod of ~art.age 
disposal and nedical e~erge~cy referral patients and ~edical referral 
polic1es to be fo11ow~d, including proper ~edical referral slips for 
patients and escorts. In the mean tine shonTI below is a 11st of medical 
supplies and equip~~nt available at Japtan Dispensary. 

1. El xi er of theoµhyll in • • • • • • • . • . • . • • • • • . . • . . • . • • • 1 ~al 
2. r.aeopectate ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••..••. 1 oal 
3. Tylinol sus::>ension ••••••••••••••••.•••••..••.••• l ~al 
~- A.S.A. tablets •••••••••••••••••••••.•.....••..•• 2oo~s 
5. A.rn?hDge1 liquid ••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 12 pints 
6. A.~pho3el tablets ••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••• 2000s 
i. Ascor~ic acid tablets ••••••••••••••••••..••••••• 4~00s 
E. Hexavitamin tablets ·······················-····· 6000s 
S. Gantrisin tabl2ts •••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••• 2000s 

10. A~sec capsules ••• · •••••••••••••••••••••..••••••• 50Ds 
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11. Gre~eofulv1n table::s .... ~ •..................•... _;1'.'0s 
12. Achrorriycin caps·u1es 250rag ••••••••••••••••••••••• Soos 
13. Bfscodyl tablets •••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••.•.•• lDOa! 
14. Antih1sta.Jr.1ne tablets ·························•· 500s:. 
15. Thorazine 25mg tab 1 ets •••.•••••••.•...•..•• : • • • • 1 ODOs> 
16. Tempura suspension l/2 oz •••••••.•••••••••••••••• 60 bottles 
17. Fro. Penicillin G •••••••••••••.•••••••••••• .: .••• 60 vfals 
18. Dramamine SO;;ig tablets ••••••••.••••.•• :~~ ••••••• 1000s: 
19 •. .ltct1fed tablets ••••.••••••..•.••••••••••..••••• :. 1000s 
20. VK-Pen ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~-•••••••• 12 bottles 
21. lrnferon injection ••.•.• : •.•..••••••••.•.•.•..•.. J box 
22. Adrenalin 1njectfon ••••••.•••••.••••.•..••••• ." •• · 9 boxes 
23. Thorazine injection, lee •..•••••••.•.•.•••••..•. 1 boY. 
2~. Xylocafn 1~. SOcc ••••.•••..•...••••..•..•.••..•• 5 bottles 
25. Hater for injections, 50cc .•....•••.•.•...•...•• 30 bottles 
26. Analoesoc Balm oint ....•..•.............••.•••.• 6 tubes 
27. Pol~xin, nycitracin & Neo~ycin nint .••...•.• ~. 6 tu~es 
2" Milk of Magnes 1 a 30 H1 • 9s . • . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . • . . • 6 boxes 
29. Rub~ino alcohol .•..........•....•..•..••......•. 1/2 cal 
3J. Baby vitamin liquid ...•.....•.........•..•...••• 32 bottles 
31. Ferro~s sulfate tablets •.•••.•.••.•••••••••••••• 2000s 
32. Dia:-:oy 250...g tabiets •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• lOQs 
3~. 1~ H,ydrocortisone crea!'l,. 1~ ..................... 1 jar 
3(. Sulfarylon oint:nent, 1 lb, jar ..•..•.•....•.•••. 1 jar 
35. Epso~ salt •..•..•...••.......•.•.........•...•.. 1 lb 
35. I. V. sets ....................................... · 22 each 
37. Infusion set 25g needle .•••••••.•••.•••••.•••••• 22 each 
Jr.. son cc noJ"':"'ial saline •·•··•···•··•••·····•·•···•• 1 case 
39 .• lO)Occ norr.al saline. 6s .•••••..•••...••.•..•••• 1 cese 
40. 50jcc 212 cn·:/S • . • . . • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 case 
41. lO~Dcc lactated ringer ....••.•••.....•.....•.••• 2 bottles 
42. Surgeon Gloves, "Pi size •..••.•.••...••.•.....••• 20 pairs 
43. A~bu-bag ..•.•..•.•••...•••..•............•....•. 1 set 
~- En~~ set ...................................•... 10 each 
45. s~~da9es 1 inch .••..•......•..•.•..•.•..•..•••.. 3 boxes 
4~. Ban:!a::ies 3 inc'1es ...........•...•.............•. ~boxes 
47. Chro:nic "O" sutures •.......•..••........•..•.••• l box 
43. Chrroi c- ;·oo~ sutures \'!i th needles . . • . . • . • . . . • • • • 1 box 
~;.Silt ~cc sutures with nee11es •••••.••.•.•••••••• ! boxes 
5~. lJ:Oilicle t~Oe •••.•••...••..•••.•••...••..•....• 2 boYeS 
51. Stethcsco~e ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••..••.••• 1 each 
52. Rectal thel""!:lOneter •.••••..••...•••••.••..•••...• 1 dozen 
53. Oral the~eter .•.•...••.•....•.••..•••.•••...• 1 dozen 
5~. Pelvir.1eter .••..•••.•••..........••••.•.....•.••• l each 
55. Minor sets ••.•••..•..•.........•••....•.•.••...• 2 s~ts 
5E. O.C. s~t ~ .••••••..•................•.•.•..•. ~ ••• 
57. Syrin~es 2 cc .........•........•..•.••...•..•..• 
SC. Ad~esive tape ..•......•...•........•...•........ 
SS·. Dlo':lc! Pr-essure Cuff •.....•..•..•.•.......•.....• 
60. Ben~l-benzoate •........•.......••.....••.....•• 
61. Silver r.itrate sticts .•.......•................. 
62. Rob i 'tuus i.n syrup •••...•.•••••.••••.•.•••..•.•••• 
6Z. &andage scissors ..•.•••.••.••..•..•••••••••••••• 
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ft.." ~t~· .. e. i·;~sen::. ft ..>teriliziri~ instrtr.1:::1ts ...... ~~ch 
f~. C~rL~so~e ca?su1es .........•.................... L 
06. Flagyl tablets •.•••.••...••..••••...••.....•.... 0 
67. Arlpicillin capsules •••...••••...••••.•••.•....•. 0 
68. I.N.H. tablets ·······························~~··O 
69. Chloro::!.)'cetin 250 og cap ••••••••••••••••••. : ••••• 0 
70. Solu-cortef lOOmg or 350 mg amp ••••••••••••••••• 0 
71. Antepar tab 1 ets .••..•.........•...........• -··... 0 
72. Ty11no1 tablets ........................... _: .. · .~ ... 0 

Next day I r:let again with the DistAd Rep., Japtan and the Health 
P5sistant to ree~phasize the referral proceedures to be followed. 
I also asl:.ed them to try to contact us at r·~ajuro or the Dhtad Rep. 
Kwajalein before sending any patients to J~wajalein. I also asked 
Dr. Thorpe to give ~e a list of all Micronesian patients that were 
seen and treated at the USAF Clinic on Enewetak for the period of 
Oc~ober 2. 1977 to NovaTtber 3, 1977. The only significant thing 
about this lfst is the fact that 20 visits t1ere made by the !".arsha11ese 
working and live on En2Wetak, b•~ stool exawinations but patients were 
treated by the Health ~~sistant on Japtan, three patients were referred 
to USAF Clinic by the Health Assistant for further evaluation and 
treatr~nt, one patient visited USAF Clinic twice without the Health 
Assistant 's r.n0\1l~d9e, and six emergency medical referrals who were 
evacuated to K\i.ajalein except one died before r:.edical evacuation. 

refused to be treated by the Health Assistant ~nd she · 
requested treatr.Jent at either K~ajale1n or Majuro. She had pneur:ionia 
which could have been treated on Japtan. 

Recorrrnendations: 

1. f·!ass dewon:i of the populace· cf Japtan soon as poss f b 1 e. 
2. A team of two sanitarians froo. t~juro to Japtan to construct three 

water-sealed toilets for the cOl!l?lunity of Japtan and to reduce or 
elj~fnate the rat population on Ja~tan for a period of one w~ek. 

3. Upgrade the 1rrr.runization program on ell pre-school and school 
children on Japtan. Initial vaccination be done by Public Heelth 
team from r-~juro so that records can ~ docu;:iented. Arrange:ient 
for storage of vaccines for the second and third series ir:a.iunfzation 
be requested through Colonel Mixan and his medical staff. including 

~.:.'"tt1e1ri"-"advite '.aad::tss,staoee ··where 1t is appropriated. 
4. ~'hen l!!edical er.,ergency occurs and evacuating the patient beco~~s 

necessary, the health assistant on Japtan after thorough consultc­
t1on with the doc~.r USAF Clinic on Enettetak r..ay refer the patient 
to r.wajalein or r.ajuro for further tr-eatrnent. 

5. Medical referral patients who have not attained 18 years of age llay 
be permitted to have one adult parent or ~uardian acco.i!pany theu. 

6. Ho me.::tber of the far.i'fly ttil 1 be permitted to acco:npany an adult 
patient at Gove&n.":lent exoense unless perr'lission is reoueste~ and 
granted by the District Director of Health Services, r.arshalls. 

7. All unauthorize medical escorts will be resoonsible for their m-m 
hotel accOCiilOdation on Ebeye, including rneai. 

8. All medical ei."'~~gency referrals ~ust have a referral form with 

PRIVACY .A.CT MATERIAL REMOVED 



proper sign~ture of i.i1e Health Assistant, Japtan an" -he r.tedical 
officer 1ncharge of USAF Cl 1nfc, Enewetak. 

9. Every effort should be made to contact the Df strf ct Dfrector of 
Health Services, ~!arshalls and hfs medical staff~1the liaison 
Officer, ~wajalefn and D1st~d P.ep., ~wajalein before ·evacuating any 
ned1ca1 emergency referells from Jap~n, Enewetak • 

Conclusion: 
. . - . 

I 

The hospitality. assfstance, logistic support-and cooperation I received 
from Colonel Edaa.r J. mxan and all his staff "·'as deeJ1y apprec1ated. 
I was cost impressed with the ~ay they der.ionstrat~d.thefr concern 
regarding the ~lfare of the people of Japtan. However, Dr. Joseph E. 
Thorpe and I didn't thfnk that there was any epidemic of diarrhea or 
flu existed on Japtan. Of course, lay.r~n will look at the situation 
from a totally diffe,rence point of vfew. Mild upper respiratory 
infection is not an unusual after field trfp ship visit to an atoll. 1 ·~ 
Diarrhea of various causes is an epidemic disease in rHcronesia. The 
Health Assistant on Japtan has all the needed ~dicines and equipr.ients 
in his dispensary to take care of about 90% of all cor.r.ion diseases on 
Japtan. 

~ 1': 

:::;, , "~· fJ.,;ro.1 ?i ~fklon, M.cr. 
S, Marshalls 

cc: Colonel Edgar J. Mixan, Ene\'letak ~ 
Dr. Joseph E. Thrope, Ene~etak~ 
DistAd Rep. Japtan/En~etak 
Health Assistant, Japtan/Enewetak 
f..wajalein liaison Officer, Y..wajalein 
Director of Health Services, Saipan 
F11e 
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CDR JTG rna/ETAK ATOLL MI/ /FCR 

DISTAD MAJURO MARSHALL ISLAUDS 

COL ML~~ Sl::NDS FOR OSCAR DEBRUM 

SUBJ: REPORT OF TRIP l'O JAPTAli • ENEWETAK 

\
,.. -, . -; 

c ·.;-..,. ~- I I "' :-

A. R.EF'ERZNCE LETl'.ER., SUBJ: AS ABOVE. DATED 8 NOV 77.FROM DR. 

RIKLOY TO DISTRICT ADMn.USTRATOR. 

1. I HAVE RECEIV-i:.D AN Ih"FOR..'lATION COPY OF REF AJ DR. RIKLON'S 

DETAILED P..EPORI REGARDING HIS 4 NOVEMBER. TRIP TO E."t'T.lETAK ATOLL. 

2. I AM V-.c.RY INTERESTED IN LEAlU:ING WHAT ACTIO~S A..~ CO!tTEM-

PLATED RELATIVE TO DR. RIKLON'S RECOMMEh'DATIO!lS. I WOULD 

APPRECIATE HE.ARING FROM YOU IN THIS REGARD AT YOUR EARLIEST 

CO:NENIENCE. 

GERALD G. GAR..~E.R. MA.J t USA., ADML.~ OFF 
FCRA.t 6-2114. 1 Dec 77 
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