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Dear Frank and Art. 

We have all enjo1ed your recent letters, Frank, and 
are pleased to hear that everything is going so well. Re­
reading your letter of August 13th I will try to answer 
your questions in the order that they appear·. 

The 11 snake" is a blind skink, family Dibamidae, also 
commonly knovn as a limbless lizard. Identification was 
made by Dr. Snjder of the Zoology Department. Kelly has 
made an excellent ra.dioautograph of the animal. F.nclosed 
is a para.graph on thil! creature taken from the book, ••Reptiles 
of the Pacific W~rld," by Arthur Loveridge. 

I guess that is the only question in. that particular 
letter so I will go on to some of the reoent logs. We noted 
Art's colT1111ent "keep the powder dry"in regard to the decay 
and self absorption curves and will do so, however, the 
consensus of opinion :te that the arguments e.re simile.r to 
those that we have had in former yee.rs and thtS most retl.sona.ble 
procedure is to use the curve that seems to f'J_t most of the 
data with the exception of the thyro:td tissues and perhaps 
a fe~ others~ and then state the errorg that may occur in some 
samples. we ha.ve del&yed so long on this matter that we are 
anxioue to resolve it in order to complete filling out the ca.rds. 
Another argument for using a general curve is that there is 
considerable variation in curves for &nJ one tis~ue and that to 
be exact about this matter would almost r·eqll'ire sepo.rate curves 
for each s~mple. 

The fyke net was mailed August 20 and the telephoto lens 
and aqualung tools vere mailed today (pa.reel :_ms t) . The 
aqua lung tools include: 

1. Assembling te!ting fixture (including tank valve 
purchased from US Divere) 

2. One substitute bod:}' nut - American 

3. One subet:ttute body nut - metric 

4. One body nut wrench with handle 

5. One high pre~sure block assembling fixture 

6. One valve wrench for tank 
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7. One pressure te~ting gauge adapter 

8. One snanner screwdriver 

9. Three 3/16'1 rubber "o" rings for preseure gauge adapter 

The screw driver and the handle for the body nut wrench are 
packed in the box with the 15" telephoto lens. The other tools 
are packed in a separate box. Also in the box with the tele~ 
photo len! are two plankton buckets with the net end ring for 
s.ttaching buckets. This last item evid:ently was not included 
in the original order which explains yo'ur difficulty in joining 
the bucket to the net. This attaching ring is to be sewn on to 
the net. 

We have not received the instruct.ion book on the repair of 
the aqualung which Art ha.d originally r~quested but Marion has 
sent a follow-up letter on it yesterday. If not aY.:d.lable we 
will make a photographic copy of the ~n!truction book the library 
has. 

Imagine that by now you have located the adapting frame! 
for the robot negatives as they were included in the August 
Jrd shipment and also were reported in our letter of August 3rd. 
Frames of the robot size without using adapter~ are not ~vsilable. 

The counts,, recor•ded as o/m/gram of ti~sueJfor the fish ~ample~ 
from Fs.rry I~land that you :r·equested a.r·e enclosed. Everything 
appea:r•s i.n pretty good order with one C)r two exceptions 8.!! you 
will note. Also enclo5ed a.re the counts of fairy ..te;an thyroids 
of ~ome of the recent samples. Note th&t these are i.n~coQnts 
per minute per plate but the values are ~o low that they are of 
no significance anyway. 

Looking at the next to the last paragraph in the log of 
August 5 our comment is that area.! G and F extend indefi.nitely4 
15 6 th• 1115 Li• 11 i 14a;t;ei !! • 

The samples mailed to us on August 13 were received here 
August 18 with a slight discrepancy between the numbers entered 
in the log and those that accompanied the samples but we can 
straighten that out without difficulty. 

Sincerel~r, 

AHS:pr 



Co-.ints of Fish Samples from Elmer in Counts per Minute per 
Gram (Counts uncorrected except for weight of sample. Correction 
for geometry and backscatter, 1.5). 

ACTIVITY OF TISSUES IN C/M/G 
MUS- VIS-

PLATE NO. SPECIES SKIN CLE BONE LIVER CERA ENTIRE TOTAL WT. 

Collection - July 201 1954; Date Counted - Aug 13, 1954 
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Collection July 27; Date Countrd - Aug 23. Deep Entrance 
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Collection July 25 - Deep Entrance; Counted - August 23 
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Counts per Minute per ?:.ate Dried Fairy Tern Th;,,'roids 

Collected at Belle 29 July 1954; Counted 24 Aug 1954. 

Plate Number Net Counts Qer Minute 

13039 8 

13047 12 

13057 6 

13065 10 

13073 4 

:2er Plate 



Excerpt from "Reptiles of the Pacific World," by A.rth:.ir 
Loveridge, Washington. The Infantry Journal, 1945. 

Page 97: 

BLIND SKINKS 

Each of the three remaining lizard families of thP. Pacific 
region has only one or two representatives there, ~though all 
have continental allies. The worm-lika blind skizn! occur in 
Armam and Inda-China, with a single species ranging from the 
Philippines to the Nicobers and eastward to New Guinea. In color 
these blind skinks vary from pale brown to black both above and 
below; an occasional Philippine skink may have a blotch of silvery 
gray above, while it is usual for the anal region to be lighter. 
It is in that region that the males (fig.33) differ so strikingly 
from the limbless females (fig. 32), for on either side or the 
anus is the vestige of a hind limb in the shape of a fl:!wer-like 
scaly flap, the pair of them !O closely pressed over the opening 
as to scarcely be discernible. Never more than 9 inches long, 
these blind skinks are frequently only two-thirds that length. 
Taylor usually found them under logs, but one was taken 1n sandy 
soil nt the base of a tree. The shell~ of their eggs are said 
to be calcareous. 
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