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Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chief
Environmental Sciences Branch
Division of Blology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Dr. Wolfe:

You have asked for our "reaction" to the “Addendum
on Vegetation to the 1360 medical report on the
Rongelapese. '

The first reaction was one of surprise at the in-
clusion of such & sectlon in the medical report. The
second reaction; shared by Ralph Palumbo who has been
studying the vegetation at Eniwetok and Dick Walker the
plant physlologist from the botary department who has
been participating in the Rongelap studles, was that
while the observations reported are correct, as far as
they go, the implicatlon that radiation has been the
Qrimag§ causative factor is without foundatio.. and is
scarcely negated by the general statements in the pe-
nultimate paragraph {Ralph is also sending yocu his com-
ments). Unfortunately, the emphasis on radiation
eflects 1ls given added credence merely by the inclusion
of the addendum in a report by specialists in the area
of medical aspects of radlation effects. This is quite
a different proposition than the publication of similar
naterial by Fosberg who does not purpert to be a radia-
vion expert. Fosberg at least has a backlog of obser-
vations recorded from other atolls, either as author or
editor, from whlc.. he has implilcated such other factors
as drought and the actlvities of birds as being of pri-
mary importance (there was no fallout in those areas)
in causing deleterious effects to the wvegetation. When
more data are available he has the background to enable
him to reinterpret his observations and either change
his suspicions or affirmm them as concluslve., Such «
reinterpretation would presumably be communicated through
the same media Fosberg has used previously anéd the re-
cord would be clean.
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the causative ageits i the deblllitaticn ol the vegeta-
tion i the northera part of Fo“g:lap Atoll. HNor will wi
e for sone co- siderable time. ilovever, we can 1list soiw
ol the posgsiuilities that are beliyw considered.

Radlation due to [Tallout -~ seedc of various plants have
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heing wo‘ﬁe& out 1n Seattle with a view to controlled
radiastion experinenss (nob :u this lab - Sparrou
(DHL) as verbalily expressced interest in doing this).
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be more tolerant Uhao S ¢lz., There is putative
cuidcuue that ”Lettarca 13 Te5s Lbolerant than
Scaevola.

Cvey weshing of isla;ds - there io clear eviderce o e
cezt over vaznlhng at Lomullsl - e.z. glass floats.
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runice area found nea ¢ center of tne island.

Wind - tne effoct of wind on the isclated pa-ms in the
north as compared to those in groves in the south
and east wast repeatedly peinted out by the resider
aoriculturalist,

1t A . [ . . - -

Drought - the Qezormed czlgcs Blumberg and Conard refcr
- H k3

-0 may be teleacopirng (ab oy rate telescoplng nos

becn observed at tiic norshers islands) and is a2 well

2l

nown result of droushi.
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