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A IHLL FOR All ACT 

•o provide for certain care o.nd benefito to the people of r..on3clnp nnd 
Uti:dk Atolls e"Posed to the H.:i::cb:J.. 1954 H-bcr.~b te:it fallout; to pro_­
'Vidc. for care and benefits to certain other people fro~ Ron3clap mid 
Utirik, nnd ior other purposes. 

zr IT E~AC?l1l DY THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA: 

l Section 1. Sl\ort title. Thia net io known w:id m.ay bl! cit<!d ll.D 

2 the TruGt Tcrrito'ry Fallout Survlvoro Act. 

' l Sect:!.044 2. Stntcrr.cnt of intc::lts As a result of the March 1. 

I. .1954 "Bravo" shot of the Castle Test Series conducced by Joint Task 

5 Force Seven at Bikini Atoll. 82 Rongelap<!se, 157 Utirikese. 23 

6 Japl'Ilese fishermen. an4 28 American servicc:::cn were exposed to radio­

T acti.ve fa.llout w!U.ch contaminated their places of habitation. It is 

& thus the sense of the Congress of Micronesia that the exposed Rongelapese 

9 and Otirikese represent unique groups of people in the Trust Territory 

10 because of their eA-peri9llce. It is the further sense of the.Congress 

11 that because of the special and unique effects of radiation which. in 

12 _the case of the Rongelapese, have been manifested in cascs·of thyroid 

13 nodules. thyroid cancer, one possible case of lcukCI!lia. and other effects~ 

11 that these people should be accorded special care and treatment by the 

15 'Irust Territory Government in order to preserve and protect their heel.th. 

lt Finally, .it is also the sense of the Con~reso. that ex.:u:U.nntion of these 

11 exposed people rcquireG the exm:dn<J.tion of nonexpoDed persons; that the 

l~ health of thcoe nonexposed peraons munt be maintained at the D.'.lme level 

Jr A~ •.:; ..... ..;,, •:;,.i;oocd; oind that these nongxpoced peroot'.s no provided fo-r in 

a this act ct1ould 4l.co be entitled. to the Dame care nnd benefits ao ex-· 

~1 posed peroono. \ 

·• ?~ Section 3. Dcfinttionn. In thio act, unlcc.o the co'.ltc,:t o::hcr-.rlce 

.; requires. the fol~.ow:t.nc dcfinitiona chall apply: 

(1) "Eh--poccd pcrcon" means any Hicroneuinn citizen uho \.las 

: :) on Ron;;cl:i;i Atoll,Al:!..ncinae Atoll. or Utirik Atoll en Harch·l. ).954, or 
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1 vho wan born vit.hin ten months after that date. 

2 (2) "'Dcsccndento of e:>.."JlOOe.d percons" meons children uhooe 

3· mother or father vao an cxpo3cd person. 

(3) "Control" 111Cano thooe peroons now living in the. l·far;Jhall 

·. 5 Islllnds Diotri.ct who were not exposed to fallout from the March l. 1954 

.6 teat, but who atrec aa hereinafter pr?."1ded in this act, to be exocined 

T and teated in ;iko lllllnner aa exposed persons. 

8 Section 4. Benefits. Tho care D.nd benefits provided by the Trust 

9 Territory for the exposed, children of exposed, and control pcroono 

l 0 ahnl.l be: 

ll (l) Transportation from the place of resid~nce to the hospi-

12 tal on Majuro, or Ebcye, when that facility is completed, and return to 

13 place of residence. Trans?ortation for c:ine ilm:lediate aember of the 

l~ family of the person 'W'il.l also be provided at no expense. 

15 (2). Per <li.em.at·standard Trust Territory rates will be 

~6 provided to the person requeoting exacination an,d also to the one person 

17 allowed to accompany him; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, tha~ if one of these persons 

18.·is less thnn 18 years of age, he shall receive no ~ore t~az: five dollars 
I • 

19 ($5) per J.uem, AND PROVIDED, FURTillR, that if the exposed, child of ex-

20 posed, or control person is hospitalized, he is to receive no core than 
; . 

21 five dollars ($5) per diem for the perio~ of his hospitalization. The 
. I ,~ 

22 office ~.f the District Director of !Iealth. Services shall be responsible 

23 for as~lating such persons in securing their proper per diC.!ll. 

(3) Housing at no cost to the rcquector shall be provided by 

25 the M:irahnl.1 Ialo.nds Diotrict Covcrnmcnt; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that this 
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l Sect:ion aha.ll not be conotrued to require ouch peroona to live in 

2 govarru:ient houcing should they choooe to make their cr.m houoin3 

4 (4) Frco medical care including medication, trcatmcnt,·nnd 

5 · hoopitnli::ntion ohall bo accorded to the pcroono mentioned in Section 

6 3 of this act. 

7 Section 5 •• Record of c'q1cnncn. The Dintrict Director of Health 

8 Services and the Diotriet Director pf Finance ahall be responsible for 

9 1113intaining records of ~11 expenses incurred und~r the provicions of thia 

lO act and the District Director of Health Servicco shall provide a quarterly 

l.l report to the Office of the High Commionioncr, the Office of the Legis-

12 lative Counsel of the.Congress of Micronesia, and to the Director of the 

13 Department of Health Services of the Trust Territory. The annual ex-

14 penoes as incurred by provisions of this act shall be defrayed as pro-

15 vided for in Section 10 of this act. 

16 Section 6. Procedures. The persons mentioned in Section 3 of this 

17 act shall initiate their request for transportation to a hospital faci-

18 lity with the health aide or other representative of the Tl:Ullt Territory 
" !. 

19 DepartD:Cnt of Health Services. If a field trip vessel is at the island, 

20 the health aide, if be believes the requect is valid, shall '130 t.dvise 
\~ 

21 the doctor aboard or the master of the ship in lieu of a doctor. If the 

:22 health aide is not on the island, the person should ask the mosistrate, 

23 council camber, school teacher or .other recoenized coc:;iunity leader to 

24 act in bis behalf. Thio Section ohall not be con~trued to allov persons 

25 the aforcoaid boncfito if tha ailment or complaint could have been treated 
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l at the person's place of residence, by the henlth peroonncl 

2 available. Ii: should furthor not bo conr.trued to require the 

3 t'\."t",,uti1'~ of shil'S or plnnes for minor. ailmcnt:i or complainto 

1' -which can bo treated on the isl.:Lnd; PROVI~ED, HOWEVER, that an 

~ exposed, descendant of s.n C.'Cposed,·or a control person who has a 

6 serious and acute complaint, illness, or accident shall be 

7 transported in. a like manner as any other emergency patient. 

8 Section 7. Handbook. The Ilcpartt:ient of Health Services, the 

9 District Office of Health Services and the Special Joint Con:nittce 

JO Concerning Rongclap and Utirik Atolla· in conjunction with the Brookhaven 

ll National Laboratory• shall cause to be created and reproduced a 

12 handbook to be given to exposed, descendants of exposed, and 

13 control persons. Said handbook shall contain, but not be limited 

l• to, the following information: Exposed or nonexposed status, 

15 date '.of birth, sex, name, and Brookhaven }1ationlll Lnboratory case 

16 · number of the person.,. Space shall also be proviclcd for .a record 

17 of medical exollllinations and findings in the Marshallesc lan~age. 

' 18 Seccion 8.\ Elizihility. The firct Wld second classes of 

-
19 persons described in Section 3 of this act arc automatically 

20 eligible for the benafits provided under this act. Persons in 

21 the "control" class shall beco:e eligible only upon s!.gning l1 'lr.'itten 

2'.? agrecment in both Marshallesc and English which provides that said 

23 person will become eligible for the aforementioned bcnef its only 

24 if he or she agrees to act aa a control. hie District Dil'i!ctor of 

25 Health Services shall be responsible for draf tin3 said o.grecocnt 
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l in con.1unction with the Director of the Departr.ient of Health 

2 Services and llrookhaven National Labor.'.ltory. 
I 

3, Section 9. Enforcement. The Director of the Marshall Island.a 

4 District nealth Sorvicca shall be- nominally rc!::ponsible for carrying 

5 out and enforcing the provisions of this act, but may, at his 

6 discretion, ccnfer with other diatrict officials, tho Department 

7 of 11ealt~ Services and tho Special Joint Com:nittcc or the prcoiding 

8 officers of tho Congress of Hicronc.,!;ia. The District Director 

9 shall insure that those eligible receive the full benefits available, 

JO and that those persona visiting the district center hospital, or 

other medical facility.·shall be returned to their island as soon ll 

12 as is appropriate to their condition and .. ~thin the constraints of 

13 normal ship schedules. The District Director shall also include in 
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his quarterly report any and all flagrant or continuous abuses or vio-

lations of the intent ot this act. Continued abuse of the privileges 

and benefits of this temporary or permanent act will result in suspension 

of the offender from eligibility. Suspension of eligibility_will be 

determined by presentation of the appropriate documentation by the 

District Director to the Marsh.'.lll Islands delegation of the Congress of 

Micrones_ia. Appeal by any decision thus reached can only b~ obtained 

through petition to the Director of the Departr.ient of Health Se:vicce 

and the Special Joint Con:uittce Concerning Rongelnp and Uti~ik Atolls, 

or by designces appointed by the presiding officers. 

Section 10. f.xpcnn~~. The 0(f1co of the llich Com:nii:;5ioner is 

directed to ocok an axocutivo ni;rccmcnc with tho Atomic F.ncr1:y 
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l Commio1don whereby the expenDeo incurred under the prov1Dionc of thio 

2 ac:t will be dcfr.:iycd either directly or on a rci;r.buro.ablc baois by 

3 the Atomic Enerzy Colilllli!;sion .and report hie findinzn no later than 

L dlirty daya after the effective date of thin act. 

5 Section ll •. Effective cntc. Thia act shall tclce effect 

6 upon the approval of the High Co=iscioner, or upon its becoming 

7 l.av without· su\:h approval. 
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