S OGS
HEADQUARTERS A2
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
J-3/ 729 3
£1JUKo-
N . SUBJECT: Coordination of Draft Letter )
2z » R e et S
é}-;u‘_- > 1o -=T=uDirector 7
| S ) Division of Biology and Yedlclne
T U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
ﬁL {’ 1901 Constitution Avernue
- A Washington 25, D.C.
- }é - - \\\ g 5’
‘?kv.;‘3? 7_ 1. Attached hereto is a draft of a letter which this head-
P B

,T “quarters proposes to send to the Manager, Santa Fe Operations Office.

- Copies will be distributed to the agencies indicated. It is requested
that you return this draft to this headquarters on or before 28 June
with any comments or sugrestions whlch you wish to submit.

g e g
..-,1 . .
&

v»-f-‘?ﬁ%#ﬁﬁnidi—-¢;_2¢~ Another copy of this draft letter has been submltted to
~f1;3:5r_ ' *General Flelds, DA, USAEC, for his comments.,

" FOR TﬂQrQOMMANDER: : -

‘*Eh hculNLWY

1 Incl ajor General, U.S. Army
Draft letter ' Chief of Staff
to SFOO

+
-
fode
5=
wn
Y

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

~

ST MUY PR & 70L.



A S RAF

J=3/ 773
Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants

SUBJECT:
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls
' - - -
"lanager e S einS A=
Santa Fe Operations Office
. -:-:"“ Box 51;00 e T ; —

Albuquerque » I’ew ’!ex:lco

¥r, James E. Reeves of your agency telephoned this headquarters

T s 1.
;; :_‘;f ;;. i6 June and discussed with Colonel Byars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JTF
* . 3 , .. SEVEN, the status of Vr, Thomas A. Hardison as representative of General

: _: *h_ : _ Y - Clarkson on matters concerning the care and disposition of evacuated na-

‘ :%:.;‘E_W tives. The question is pertinent since you assumed on 2 Juns full respon-
"T;i; ﬁ?&;%hhhy for all AEC matters pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds,

*~ 2, 0n L, l{ay 195&, CINGPACFLT requested CJTF SEVEN to advise that

- ". N .;‘-';

IR ey Agency of the name of the person who would represent CJTF S“‘VI.‘.N in the

S TForward Area after the personnel of Headquarters, JTF SEVEN returned to

vwashington. In order to avoid the necessity of leaving indefinitely at

Eniwetok a staff officer of this headquarters, CJTF SEVIN designated lr,

Hardison his representative at Eniwetok in connection with the disposition
Hr., BHardison visited

o

", © " of native inhabitants of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls.
Kwajalein and Yajuro Atolls several times and ¥as ealnently well-qualified

hnd

‘to act as representative of CJTF SEVEN in this matter,

As you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik Atoll have bsen re-

3.
The nitive inhabitunts of

turned from Kwajalein to their homs island,
Rongelap Atoll have been temporarily relocated for a perlod of about one
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of Rcngelap and Utirik Atolls
year on EJit Island of Majuro Atoll, while the radioactive contamination

of Rongelap decays to acceptable levels. It 1s not now contemplated that

.".

| < extensive construction or repair will be necessary oniaongelap'lslé;&—vhen;

~5§%jaﬂ;;§§A§~' “fhe inkabitants of that atoll are returned to their homes. Consequently, .
e 1t 1s doubtful that Holmes and Rarver, Inc., and the AEC Resldent Englneer

1
, _&x\ at Eniwetok will be called upon to take further action in regard to the

SO N

-~ """ _ "7 care and disposition of the natives. ¥r. Hardison is, therefore, relieved

Lo ;f;~ . of any responsibility as CJTF SEVEN representative in this matter. The

o ;;§0mmander, Task Group 7.2 will represent CJTF SZVEN at Eniwetok on any.

;; - problea which might arise in regard to the natives,
L T . Th 1 int
gj?%g;-ﬁ&gg: 3 -Ai~f=_1?,e responsibilities of erested agencies for ths continued

I it - -care and disposition of the natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls are de-

lineated for your information as follows: - -

--:»r"}lfﬁiﬁyéggg*ﬁﬁag”"a. CINCPAC has overall responsibility under the Departaent of

'a
1
p
q»
f;

-Q~ ;*;24; “"Dofeﬁ??ﬁfaif%gh’completion of the project for the restoration of atolls,
with AZC assistance, and for the return of inhabitants. CIKCPLC delegated
to CINCFACFLT its responsibility in this connection. CINCPACFLT instructed
.. COMNAVSTAKTAJ to coordinate and act as its local representstive in the dis-
. ‘5'.charge of CINCP/CFLT responsibilities in connection with the displaced na-
5v;', tives, COMNAVSTAKTAJ designated LCDR Robert W. Vells the Project Officer

to represent CINCFACFLT interests,

b. The routine welfare and care of all lfarshall Island natlives
are continuing responsibilities of the High Conaulssioner, Trust Territory

of the Pucific Islands, as agent for Department of the Interlor,

2(



- - RS o s T —— ——— e
el T o _— —— A P ewr T T = et e iy - - -
i Y e = e e g gty — e DT T, Yee .

K === - - g TE= T aTay: < N 3 ) .
e T T - T wd te . . e
== ST = . -
e .z :
{ J=3/ - .

SUBJZCT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitantis
of hongelap and Utirik Atolls

¢, The Division of Biology and Yedicine, AEC, will continus to

monitor the physical condition of the native inhabitants of Hongelap and

" - Utirik Atolls who were exposed to radiocactive conbamination as a result

- - .

‘..d,_ \ﬁ‘—.—‘=

, of the first ahot of the CASTLE series, Parties of medical and raﬂsafe
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f o personnel under the direction of Division of Biology and Ledicine, AEB,
4 will visit the natives and the atolls concerned periodically in order to

“observe the medical pfogress of the natives and to ascertain the earliest

S possible time for the return of the Longelap natives to their homes. The

S

{i j:5f;73?;E f’or this year. Representatives of this headquarters will accompany the

o ” ~ AEC party.

R Dt *;_ﬁ < :-_kd.. JTF SEVEN naturally has a continuing interest in this matter.
e . =

JTF SVV'V has furnished funds to pay certain medical expenses for the natives

lv;l ., 288 a,result of the contamination, for the construction of a temporary vil-

:..—'
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lage at Fajuro Atoll for the purchase of food and clothing suyplies, and

for other purposes, JTP SZVEN will continuve to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Rongelap natives while they are at lajurc and will
pay for initial food stocks when they are returned to their homes. CTG
_7.2 vill represent CJTF SEVIN at Eniwetok in connection with disposition
T of Utirik and Rongelap natives in the event any problems arise which can
and nust be handled at the Pacific Proving Grounds,

5. &Santa Fe Operations Office has no routine responsibilities for
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the continued care and disposition of these natives. The erection of the
temporary village at ajuro under the supervision of Kr. Hardison was per-
:formed with promptness and efficiency. According to reports received here,
C wra - “the construction is excellent. The assistance and';ooé;ration préiiaed by
EE 1= AT G ST : IR a

- ur, Hardison and his assistants 15 greatly appreciated.
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