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STATEMENT OF GLENN H. ALCALAY, PORMER PEACE CORFS
VOLUNTEER, TRUST TERRITORY OF TEE PACIFIC ISLANDS

'~
Mr. Arcacay. I am a Peace Corps volunteer who was on ad
Atoll. I have submitted a written statement I wish included in the
testimony. I would just care to say I am honored to be here on behalf
of these peopls and I ask the committee be as sympathetic as poesible
when considering compensation and continued medical care for these
people in the context of human rights. President Carter, and his ad-
ministration, are very interested in human rights. :

It should be pointed out these people’s %uuunn rights have bee
violated as & byproduct of negligence on the part of this Government.
I think these people are continuing to suffer as a part of this negli-

nce. I had a conversation with one of the doctors yesterday. He gave
the estimate—it is not clear haw long thesc people are goinyg to suffer.

Senator Mrrzexsavn. Would vou identify yourself.

Mr. Arcaray. Glenn Alcalay. a fornier 'eace Corps voluntecr.

Senator Merzexgavya. Are vou still on the island?

Mr. Arcaray, Noj; I just returned from the Marshall Islands,

Senator Merzexsaun. We appreciate vour taking the time and trou-
ble in order to be a Peace Corps volunteer, hut for the sentiments ex-
pressed and I am sure those sentiments arc shared by menibers of this
committee as well as by the administration. Unfortunately. money does
not always provide answers to sonie of the problems. hut we will try
to do the best we can under the circumstances. .

[The prepared statement of Mry. Alcalay follows:]

Brarexexr or GiexN H. Arcatay, I’Eace CoRPs VOLUNTEEK, TRUST TERRITORY
or Tie I'acivic IsLaxps

I. Glenn H. Alcalayx, was u Peace Corps volunteer assigued to the Marshall
Ialands from the period of March 2, 1075 to Muy 2, 1977, I served on Utirik Atoll
for two yearr as a cooperative advisor (vis-a-vis the Department of Agriculture
in the Marshalls district), and also ns a TESIL (teuching Engllsh as a second
language) teacler.

In the following pages I have summarized some of tlie major areas which I
feel to be of Importance fu relation to the Utirlk people and their ongolng prob-
lems as a connequence of having been {rradiated in the incident of March 1,
1054,

I. Peychological effccts of radiation om U'tirikese

(a) The people of Utlrik generally believe that they are llving in a still-
radloactive, enviroument, despite the Individual physicians’ and ERDA/Brook-
haven's clalms to the contrary. This luck of trust stews from the doctora telling
the people that “everything fu alright now™ {n juxtaposition with an increased
number of radlation-related dlseases in recent years.

() There ls a family living in Utirik (Qiils famlly) who was not residing on
Utirlk Atoll at the tlwe of the incident on March 1. 1834. Thin famlly had been
living om adjacent Afluk Atoll, but did however saccompany the rest of the re-
turning Utirikese back to thelr atoll followlug thelr three-month forced evacua-
tion to Kawajalein Atoll after the incident.

8ince thelr returu to Ltirtk in 1954, three people In this family — e SN,
and YRNe —have coatracted thyrold tumors that required surgical removal.
After having spent 2 years talking with this famlly on Utirik Atoll. I awm con-
vinced that this family slncerely belleves their maladies to be a direct result of
lving oa Utirik Atoll. espedially since they returned with the Utirikese so soon
after the incident to an emvironment that <till contained “polson™ (radiation).
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The way the Beaate Bill 1192 is presently writtea, t
, theee not
recelve compemsation because of thelr mot hariag lived oa Udrik ‘lr:l:]:d oa
)(l(n-h‘ll‘ulm
) re is a woman named who was ex
th
in 1004. Bhe expreased her faars to me that since ahe mm“t:do:n{‘?:g:
tion), and simce her children have all suckled from her Lreast, that now her
ehudrrugrmhnnedud“pom”lnthdrbodlum despite the fact that
tu(y‘;nan t roed';:dlrect exposure to the radiatioa. '
During March 1977 ERDA/Brookhaven survey, four mew thyrold
::::h‘m found in the nonexpossd Utirik group. Despite flat denlals by the
physicians that these are a resuit of lingering rediation in Ctrik, the
Gaophdm w&dmdmmt these new cases are alag K result of the radiation off
Uﬂ'rtk r four new cases are {ndeed related to Ungering radioactivity
on or sre merely colncidental &1 unrelated to radiptioq, the Utir{k
people think that these mew cases are a t of the lingering radlation om their —

(¢) Many women I spoke with during my 2
years on Utirik ex fears of
either increanved {nfertility or an {ncrease {n the number of mllblrm mincar-
riages. Beveral women also expressed thelr fear of giving birth agaln to “grapes”,
:;:ohxgarg.:f thena"la:.tooe lmn;o‘dhuly following the Incident in 1954, despite
ERDA's sicians con 1
vy ve tinually told them not to worry about

11. Bnvironmental sffects of redistion on Utirik

(s) The people of Utirlk are convinced that there are lasati
ng effects of the
:c:uuon. The arrowroot (“mokmok”) stalks of Utirik are much shorter than
‘m;ret,b:nd the people feel that this iz a result of the radiation. I had s recent talk
1o director of agriculture for the Marshall Ialands District (ILIkI), and
although he peraonally felt there to be no relationship Letween the damaged
An':wroot on Utrik and the radiatioa, be did relate an interesting convermation
he had had with Dr. Conard on Bikini Atoll {n 1864 following the incident. Iik{
tells me that Dr. Conard asked that three things he placed on the “prohihited 1at™
following the incident in 1964 : 1) A certain apecies of reef fish, 2) the coconut
crab (considered a delicacy by the Marshallene). and 3) arromroot. It in interest-
L:fl;vhe:itt;r;:m_t(l;”&d the prohiblted {tems according to Dr. Conard—lIx

presen maged as & result of t
bt ' he radiation {n the minds of the
(d) There are a feww mutant atralns of breadfruit and coconut trees on Utirk
::la:?j,o:ndt;lthouglh t:tnéur::ky indeed he random inutation and unrelated to the
, the people are convinced that.the
R iy t se mutations are directly
(¢) The important point here is that the people of Utirik sincerely belleve that
these effects are & result of the radiation, whether or not these effects are {ndeed
the result of the radiation.

II]. Physiological effccts of radiation om Utirikcac

(@) It is madically accepted that there are serious physinlogicel {lleffects in
the Utirik people, however, there {s still some queation nhout the character and
extent of theme effects. E.r., thyrold tumoars are continuing to manifest after
2% yrars. | think it 1s instructive to Jook at Nr. Conard's own words in hin 20-
year medical report where he states on page 75 “* ¢ ¢ That the thyrold effects
may not yet be manifest.” This should be kept in mind when roarldering the
questinn of compensation and continwed medical treatnient for theae people. It
is rather curious that a cut-off date of 1987 for compensation was included tn
the Benste bill, and the “full settlement™ claune {ncluded in the House hill in
glr.t:t. of an indefinite prognosis And imcreased mumber of rediation-related

sea.

{d) Two people from Utirik were airevacuated after the March 1077 medical
survey revealed suspected cases of skin cancer. I would like to know (f thee
two people did indeed manifest skim cancer ax nuspected. My curfonity stemsa
from the meation by Dr. Comard on page seventy-three of his twenty year inedi-
cal report that there may be incidence of late-occurring akin cancer as & result
of the rudiation. -

(¢) Life shortening 1s a manifestation of a dysfuonctioning tbyroid giand.
There were some caves of stunted growth om Rongelap Atoll following the incl-
dent of March 1. 1964, and [ am woodering If either of these two problems are
coutinuing today.

(¢) NP, the son of two Utirlk exposed pernols who was born three
yoars after the incident has recently Leen operated ou for a mallguant thyroid
tumor. The burden of proof appears to le with the doctors that WP malic-
aancy was unrelated to genetic inheritance.

Senator Mrrzzxmaux. Congresaman Balos, I am about to wind up
this hearing. ' "

Mr. Baros. Mr. Chairman, I would like to point out we have u gen-
oral statement that was submitted earlier, but lxcause of certain de-
velopments we would like to_revise it for the record ut a_lnter dnate
on the bill before us, section 2 under Senate bil-H 92, the section be
amended to say each person be awarded the maximum of 750,000, We
feel this would be a comparable sum awarded to a citizen within the
United States, :

Another section be amended to award for radiation—

Senator Merzensary. I am sorry, Congressman. I have another
commitment in 5 minutes. I must be there.

Mr. Bavros. I would like to submit it for the record.

Senator Merzexsaux. We certainly appreciate your doing s0. We
uppreciate the presence of all who have come Jong distances to be

with us here this morning.

Is the Department committed to full implementation of the C11"-
program in which the Congress of Micronesia has based its request !

Mrs. Vax Cueve It is my understanding it ix.

Senator Merzexsara. Will you provide the committee with a Lreuk-
down of the expenditures for the trust territories 1 previonsly ~ug-
gested? '

Mrs. Vax Creve. We certainly will. )
[Subsequent to the hearing. the following was received for the

record :]

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
ESTIMATED OPERATIONS EXPEMDITURES
[ln Srousands of dolars]

Fiscal yoat
Astwty . m (1 1]
Migh Commissienar's Offics. o8 506
Judiciary w2 [ *4)
30 (23
Grants:

Educsbion. . . .. .....o.e-..n e e . e e 12, %2 12,1%
Public sftairs. . . e e e 1, L
Reveurcas and Sevelopment. ... .. . X 519 3,510
Protaction 10 pecsons 808 PIOPOYy ... .....oeeiiiiiaeeo e R .82 1, 600
Adaimistiation . e (Wil 3,08
Transperation dnd Communcation. e s e L L 4,03
Deovebepment chaicel Baaimtamon. .. ... .o 0 500




