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The Honorable Bethwel ilenry

Speaker of the llouse 6f Representatives
Congress of Micronesis

Kolonia, Ponape

Eastern Caroline Islands 9694l
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N TR Gentlemen:
LI oo Rea o viery
saedeneh The purpcse of this letter 1s to inform the members of

the Congress of lMicronesia regarding recent developnents
on the work of the Special Joint Committee Concerning
D Rongelap and Utirik Atolls,

(AT TITOR |

Tro attachoed docurent gummarizes the backeground and
current stntus of lesislation drafted to provide additicnal

Lonry compensatiocn for the affected Marshallese. What is ’
AU presented is an excerpt from U.0. Ambassador Sherer's
S renarks addressed to the L3rd Session of the United

I Netiona Trusteeship Council,

hile we are somewhat concerned that it has taken
over one year for the legislaoticn to be drawn up,



Thee e ahte TPonilwo dndiny naan
The lHonornble Bethwel Henry
July 26, 1976
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approved, and transmitted to CH, we have ecvery
confilence that time will permit authorizaticn hearinps _
to be reld rrier to the eond of the Yith U.S. Congress.
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(Mr. Shercr, United States)

In August 1964 the United Stetes Congress approprigted the sunm of
$950,CC0 which, after legal expenses, wes peid to the affected inhabitents
of Rengelap Atoll. Zach of the 82 expnsed individuals or his heirs received
grproximately $10,CC3 a3 e lurp sum. The 157 people of Utirik, who hed
received a lesser dzrree of ecxpcsure, were not compensated.

Gince the 1964 zayment, thyroid zonormelities hove been aprearing ir the
cxesed Reagelapese «nd 25 cperation3 for thyroid removal have taken plaée.
Leukemia also appeared in a 19-year-old boy who had been expcsed o3 a one-year-old

infeat. This young =an died in 1974 in the dational Cancer Institute,
Clinicel Centor, Bethesda, lMarylond, while being treated for acute ryelongenous
leixenip. Tuenty-nine of the ~riginal exposed Rongelap population of &4 have
Caveleped thyroid abrnorralities.

Additionally, in the past tvo years six cases of thyroid sbnorcalities
have appearad in the Utirik exposed group.

In 1§72 the Ccxsress of licrenesins created a Special Joint Ceommittee Concexning
onpelan end Utirik Atoll. In ifoy 1975 the Chairman of the Speciel Joint Committee
end one of tie Comttee merbers met in Wash;ngton, D,C,, with United States
Sunoelers rnd Congrecszen about a request for edditicnal compensction to the
pr=naced wersons or their survivors. Tais included an "incenvenience payrent®
of $1,C00 cach to 157 people of Utirik or their survivors, payments to
the zother ond fatlher of the Morchaliese boy vho died of sccute leukemia in 19Th
en1 raymont of $05,7°) cach ror perscn rer thyroid cperation, ragst end future,

A propesed bill for edditional cormpensation was prepared by the :
Lopotrznt of the Interior and hies been subr T hted to the Office of anagezent
crad Budgst for clecvince ond trensmittal to the United States Congress .

Preliminery ccoalercnces with Congressional wermbers en the port of

terior officinls .ad Congress of Micronesiae mexbers have indicated that

the eppropriate Unifcd States Congress Committees will give o sympathetic

noaring to this progesal.




