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Radlatlon victims speak out

by Glenn Alcalay

1 recentlty returned Bom a

sesearch field trip in the Marshall -

lslands where ] conducted many
faterviews with peopie who are
dontinuing o suffer the long
term effects from mdiation in
.the aftermath of the United
States’ stomic testing program tn
the Pucific. | met with people
from Utrk, Wotje, Ebeye and
Majuro on their respective atolls,
and | was able to icarn about
some of the ongomg problems
and consequent lears and an-
xieties plaguing these vicumes of
U. S. militarism.

While on Ebeve island (in
Kwajalein Atoll). I spoke with
Jabwe Jojur — the magistrate of
Rongelap Atoll — who expremed
much fear and apprehension
concermng his people who re-
main on Rongelap. Jabwe ex-
plained that mnce the tme of
the Department of Energy aerial
radiation survey of the Northem
Marshalis in 1978. the DOE had
placed a quarantine on the north-
ern half of Rongeiap Atoll, and
since 1978 the peopie of Ronge-
lap are not allowed to reside or
collect food or copra from the
quarnantined area. As Jabwe ex-
plained. the fisn arculate
throughout the Rongelap lagoon
(as do other foods m the Mar-
shaliese  diet) and now the
people of Rongelap are quite
concemned about eaung contami-

N A
fated foods from their lagoon.
~Jabwe maid that the Rongeisp
poople are -seally frightened
sbout remaining co Rangelap
now, and aked me if there was
.mmything that we could de to in-
sure the mfety of the people
stll on Rongelap. I suggested
that we obtain the nw dau
from the 1978 DOE survey and
have independent sclentists —
L e., scientists not affiliaed with
an agency or laboratory of the
U. §. govemment ~ amsess the
‘saw data end make recommend-
-ations to the peopis of Roagelap
ecancerning whethet they should
Temain there, or evacuate due to
dang=rous levels of residual radia-
tion on their atoll. Currently,
attomeys working with the
Atomic Testing Litigation Pro-
ject in the Marshalls are trymng to
force the DOE to surrender the
raw data, and when they got the
data it will be distributed to
such groups as Physicians for
Social Responsibility and other
respected scientists for their re-
view,

Jabwe's fears Abwl Rongelap
are certainly Jumred m light of
the recent disdosure by the
DOE that several atolls — {f not
all — of the Northern Marshalls
contain varving levels of residual
radiation from the testing era, in
addition to several cases of thy-
roid sbnormalities occurring in
atolls other than Rongelsp and

-Utirik, where doctors and acien-
‘tists from Brookhsven National

laborstory have marrowly -

focused their past studies.

On Utirik, | spoke with Emto
Kel, & victim of the faliout, who
‘bas recenfly bad his thyroid re-
moved. In sn inteview Emto

ssid: N
1 aow beheve that the
Atomsic Eaergy Cammistion

‘(AEC) scientists tised us and the
people from Rongelap in an ex-
periment %o test ‘the bamb’
Wheao the U. S. first went to the
woon they sent a dog 3p thatin
éase something went wrong it
would not hurnt people. The
same thing happened when they
tested bombs in our islands be--
cause they conmdered that we
were like animals and were of no
importance.”

When [ spoke with Nine
Letobo from Utirik about her
percepuons of the radiation pro-
blems, she told me that:

*“The AEC doctors treat us as
if we were animais for their use
and they do pot tel} us the truth
sbout our probiems. Could yau
please help us to find honest
doctors to teli us the truth about
our mcknesses? | aiso believe
that al] of the Marshall Islands
have ‘poison,’ and I now believe
that the AEC doctors have been
keeping secres from us for
many years sbout our condi-

Heart
Disease.
You can live

without it.
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$532,200 approv;d for students

SAIPAN — Gov. Carlos Cama-
cho sud this week on Saipan
that on Aug. 21, 1981, he signed
Public Law 222 sppropriating
$532.200 in Fiscal Year 1981
for financial aid 1o Nerthem
Marianas students atiencing post-
secondary schools abroad.

He said aspplicavons for
CNMI studentx are reviewed by &
tpecial committee of the North-
em Mananas Board of Educgtion.

On Aug 21, the committee
spproved 114 gpplicauons and
diapproved 2S5, the. Governor

. said. Seven of those 23 were dis-
spproved because of the sppli-
cmnts’ low grade point sverage
and -12 because the applicanu
ogre pari-time nather then full-
tigpe students. The other .ax
were aiready on  education/

fas, 'hid:.hm yet to be aced
on.

The Gomnou' ‘said the Board
of « Education hss swaeded
'$129,125 1o students abeoed,

‘snd up wntil Aug 1D, 1981,

when the board took ower the

emments, s sotal of $244,282
had been awarded, which would
doave 1 -balmce o about
$148,000 yut Jo be -p-m.a fn
FY 1981, r

ln [} -hled -ou. Rep.

Health, Education snd Welfare,
has eccused Pete A. Temorio,
“GOP candidate fotu.cmu.
of mpreading “bistant lies™ sbout
the Tmapcial sid program dor

tmuming leave and were 00t Sl el b FRAwine chanad

You may fool same people same
of the time but you cannot fool
‘all the ‘pecple all the time”
“Opumoro mid the Gowmor
‘4 fact spproved e $532,200
WMudent aid gppropriation, but

metoed the Senase plan 1o divide

s moncy among the Mlands

=" “The prograin wis & mem be-
fore t wa: tapsfdrred 10 the
Northern Marizxuss Domtmn!ty 1

College,”
e program #s run

A commitee of the ln-'dof
Education makes the swards and
iumfrofh()dh'pmdu
the staff work .

Camacho end Oﬁmcrom'
macting to the stataments Pste
A. Tenorio made in ¢ story oo
"oneofthe&ptzsmhae
af the Exsiner.
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While on Ebeye, | tall.ed with

Almira Matayoshi from Roage-
» lap who conveyed the following:

“In 1978 | was in Japan to
sttend sn anti-bomb conference.
At Nagazaki and Hiroshima hos
pitals we visited the bomb vic-

. tims. The peopie told us of some—
wamen who had committed sui-
cide because they felt they were
in pnson and could not visit
their relatives. This is the same
feeling we now have lLiving on
Ebeye due to our inability to
visit our families o Rongelap
where we refuse to live because
of the ‘poison.’

“The U. S. tested bombs here
because of the expanse of ocean
and because our islands were
suitable for testing. They did not

- care sbout the people 1n the

Marshalls — they thmk they are
some thing to use for tesung, It is
just like what the French are
doing to the people of Tahiti.
and same of those people were
put into pnson for protestng
John Anjain, who was mags-
trate of Rongelap in 1954 during
the fallout from “Bravo,” ex-
plained in an interview that:
“From the beginnmg of the
testing program m our islands
the U. S. has treated us like
snimals in a scientific expen-
ment for their studies. They
come and study us like shimals
and think of us as ‘gumea pigs.’
We are the ‘gumer pip’™
The lawsuits being filed for
personal injuries and property
damage on behalf of the Mar-
shallese by the lawyers of the
Marshall lslands Atomic
Testing Litigstion Project will

" reverse the tragic and pemicious

effects of radiation. However,
if the Marshall lslanders succeed
in winning s settlement from the

U. S., there are some positive
and constructive ways to use the
money in the future.

For instance, the Marshallese
feel very strongly about the need
for ndependent doctors and
scientists to help them wath their
ongoing radiation problems. 1 1s
feamble that an independent
team of doctors could provide
them with the compassionate
and comprehensive medical care
that has been 30 lacking in the
past. It is true that even the best
medical treatment cannot undo
the latent effects or genetic dam-
age from radiation, but an inde-
pendent group of doctors can at
least stem some of the fears and
anxeties caused by the callous
and negligent treatment by the
Brookhaven doctors in the past.

Additionally, it 1s quite poss-
ible that some of the money
from the settlement could be
used to establish a smmall-scale
fishing industry for some of the
outer isdands in the Marshalls.

~The United Nations Develop-

mant Program has recently in-
stituted a piot project in India
using flat-hulled fibergiass skuiffs
which use five-horsepower diese!
engines. These small skiffs cost
about.$7.000 and require littie
maintenance and are ideally
suited for lagoon fishing. Small
deep freeze units, powered by
solar energy where altemnatve
energy using photovoltaics and
wind generators are  perfectly

“suited for tropical localities in

the Trade Winds region.

(Gienn Akcalay was @ Peace
Corps Volunwer on Utirik Atoll
in the Marshall Islands, 1975 -
1977. He kas represenced the
Unnk Counci! in U. 8. Congres-
sional Heanngs and 5 currenny
&« Ph D condidate in Anthro-
pology &t Rutgers Universinv.)
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