. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
N~ REGIONAL OFFICE
1275 MARKET STREET, 14TH FLOOR

’- .
g=Civic RIGHTS SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94103

-
—

JUL 20 1979

e -. Ruth Clusen, Assistant Secretary
;;;-or the Environment

Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
washington, D.C. 20545

(In reply, please refer to Docket No. 08-79-4095)

| Dear Dr. Clusen:

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office
for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determined

)

i

‘ that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We believe
\ that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction

of your office.

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a copy
of the complaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Sincerely,

Jean Kresy-Porée/, Acting Director
Program Review and Management

Support Division

Enclosure

402848

R

Dl /
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ZooooslIolT o el tie .. muclear testin L Tcu are ndc
Tee. L7 .o ownized Tetlcens Trustees i nroin 1947, ol
fiizwovinzg aut oritr of the Yle Lgreerent
"-rgiect the health of the in " and tc "tretect

0.2 Iogs of t.eir land and
two mentic trevelling throughou: the cars.ells - te e
, 15 t.&t cen onl: be reacted by bozt - interviening differny
L2 Ironicums tiler lave experienced £ram the radiozctive follovt Trom o tle
<

v

cie of tie things 1 have learned:

Ir 1T.¢, prior to tie first test series of "low yield" atcmic bombs at Sikini,

residmnic el lorgeler ani nearby atclls were evacuated as a precaution. Zight years
latzr, = Irzve wa: detonated - the largest bomt ever ex-loded atove ground (77C
tive. lipser ftan earlier tests) - none of the people were evicuzted and several
cundres ere sericucls contaminated witr snow like fellout on Zongelap and Utirik,

Ly

» nonitcering perscrmel on an 2toll clese to Zongela: were evacur-
€ test, but the Rongelapr peoples were nct evacusted Zer n.cre
ccmpounding theri rediztion problerns.

Ir 2027 (three vears after te 3ravo shot), wit: no extensive radioclczizzl
surver:z ccrcucted, tie peo le of fongelep were told by the Atomic —nergr Comiission
trzt + eir ctcll wis safe for rerebitation "despite slight lingering radiocectiviti™
and allowed te return nome., Fellowine a court suit in 1675 which forced the AES/
—ent. of Inerz to do 2z radiolosicel surver of the northern larsi2lls, the DIZ'c
1077 rarnert shows that Zongelap fas, on some islends, radiation levels close to
Zikiinits, where the tests were ccenducted. Bikini has been declared unlivable lor
50-1C00 —ears. Dbecpite the AEC's cssurarnces of kongelap's safety, t < pecple have
bzer 1ivins on a conteminated atoll for more than 20 ears.

Tre reople of Uiirik were alsc contaminated by Iravo, but with abouth 1/10
of the Fonzelap dose. Accordingly, the ~IC reacsured them continually trat they
Louwld oov: no rrebliems - however, in 1977 there wes a_sudden juzp“in t?e cancer and
thyreil prople.s equelling t-at of the much more heavily exposed Rongelzp peogrle.
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~ne iraérican doctors admitted they had been campletely wrong in their predictions.
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* Irccliizven lationel Leberetory (cnm cenirzet to the AZC/DLI) is chersed
concductins regular mediczl chocks on the exnosed pecrle and is responsitle for ore-
vidins for the -—ecples! healt’' care. 3ui Instead the A.C doctors have corsiste
mislezl t e pecple zbout their radiztion exvosure (¢ Utirik ard
are exz-tles of this).

I subrit that the redizticn problens did net end wit' tre rrclear tect rercra.
in 1678 trat in fect ther are just bezirsing te be Teli. Thz rroblemz T ere zre 2
r 1t 1 i ave | formulated from very sut’sciive interrreteticon

1 i It higihlightcs the critical reed for ar zlter-
s icies ere in direct conflict wit: whe ©.S. respen-
tect a ve people., I strengly urge trat tie fedarsl
coverrmment snovld rrevide funds for scientific survers of t ¢ islande and medicel
exzminztions of the peorlc by independert doctors and scientists, witl no conrmscilon
to the DCE, ..nd tloze personnel shoull be chosen ty larsitllecse,
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U.S. has not lived up to its obligations under ti.e
ny cases has been in direct vioclation of it.
that #re now becaoning evident are just zart of toe
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I would like tc invite vou and representztives cf vour
rshalls to investizate t'ese and other provlers {irst
rstand the situstion
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