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OQfFFIiCE FOR CIViL BIGRTS

402844

@ . DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE

REGIONAL OFF1CT

T 1275 MARKET STREET. 14TH FLOOR

SAN FRANCISCO CALIFORNIA 84103
UL 20 1979

Ruth Van Cleve, Director
Office of Territorial Affairs
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

(In raply, please refer to Docket No. 09-79-4095)

Dear Ms. Van Cleve:

We are sending you a copy of a complaint received by the Office

for Civil Rights. We have reviewed the complaint and determined
that the allegations fall outside our jurisdiction. We believe

that the issues of this complaint may be within the jurisdiction
of your office.

We have advised the complainant that we are referring a copy
of the complaint to your office for action.

Thank you for your help. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us at FTS 556-8367.

Sincerely, - Y
/ /4
W/{MZ %Ltced- 7(5%/
5 Porée,

ean Kresy- Acting DArector
Program Review and Management
Support Division
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PROGRAM REVIEW & MANAGEMENT
SUFPORT DIVISION
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS/REGION 1X/SF

e in the borcicll Zslands of --icrones’e thot
i, violation of L e united l.aticns Tructee-
1p.
I Merz 2llese, presently atternding a universitr in Nawaii and my permener
resicderce ic ¢r tle icinrd of Zieye, immjalein Atoll.
Zootlio lotter I oo cing to addrerss soue of the problems focing pecile Li2rc
cc o oresult of the V.. nuclezr testii rrorram. As vou are wideubtedir suare, oo
U.le cirmed L0 United Taticic Tructees ip ~gree ert in 1647, wiic o Tindire cn
amzsrice o oanidcmerirg nut ority of tiislands. Lle iAgreement stotec tle ULD. Co
res oroibds te "srotect irl rezlth of t'~ irkabitants" ard tc "prctect t.e inlabi-
tante w-ainst tre lorss of t elr land and rescurces.”

T zvo osvent the lagt two months tratelling thrcoughou. the carsiclls - te tle
many tiny outer lying ztolls t =zt can onl” be reached by bout - interviering differnt
pecrlc on t ¢ rronicno tier Czve experienced £scm tle roediocactive Tzlleovt Tromotle

. A

e
ce things I have learned:

* In 104¢, prior tc tle first test series of "low yield" atcmic bembs at Dikini,
residents cf Zcrgelar an? rnearcy atclls were evacuated as a preczuticn., Zicht vears
later, w.en Zruvo was detcnated - the largest bomb ever cxrloded alove ground (770
tires lapger than earlier testc) - none of the people were evocuated and ceveral
hundrel were seriously contaminzted witi snow like fallout on Fongelap and Utirik,
americ:r rodiation nonitering verscrnel on an ztoll close to Reongelar: were evacus -
ted ¢ ortly alter t e test, Tul the Horngelap reoplr were nct evacusted ler r.core
than 4% hours, tihus compounding theri radiation problems.

“ In 1657 (three vears zfter the Zravo shot), with no extensive radiolegical
survevs ccrducted, the peo l: of Rongelap were teld by the Ateomic -nergr Com:ission
thet their atoll wos safe for relabitation "despite clirit lingering redioactivity™
and allowed to return home. rcllowing a court suit in 1$75 which forced tle AEC/
Dept. of Inersy to cdo 2 radiolc-ical survey cf the northern hars 21ls, tie DiZ's
1977 report shows thaet Rengelep !as, on same islands, radiation levels close to
Zikini's, where the tests were conducted, Bikini has been declared unlivable for
£0-10C ~ccrs. Despitc the Al's cssurances of Hongelap's cafety, t ¢ pec:le hove
been livin~ on a contcminated atoll for more than 20 rears.

% Tre rnecple of Utiril: were also contaminated by Zravo, but with abouth 1/10
of the “ongelap dose. Accordingly, the AZC reacsured then continually trat they
w:oulé hov: no probless - lowever, in 1977 there was a sudden jw.p in t?e carcer and
thyroid problens equalling t 2t of the much more heavily exposed hongrel:z ;eo; e,
The imarican doctors admitted they had been campletely wrong in their predictions,
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deciared "there ic virtually nc racdiation left" on Biltiri
e in oving back, But ten rears later tle radiations levels
1 envircnuent and vecple that tler were evacuated cnrs aenin
iwtional headlines in the proccess.
The ..oC newr o lndni wes still "hot" in 1975 (accordin- to their owr zurverc)
uretaclls muel. cklier - wput the icndred thece Lo ential nezerds i- faver of
cetrerins e recilo,  Tho ALC cclentists uring the resetilemert ade strie ents

m
pcst available scurc, cf data for evaluatings tle
sut w1l after being incoryorated intc o
eavin- peorle cn a da.gerously coentar.dncted

nle ir. the larsiallesc diet, arrcuroot (ci ilar to a
~as steopped producing on ever: islend ir tie lar-
cmoat least 15 ctellc assert that the cocsnuts,
eitier do not rroduce cr have mutated,

ards at 2ikiri and Lnswetal were obl;ter- ed off
tinpg., Thic could hardly be called "pretect g L e
teir lards,"

Trere are murzrcus rerorts from different atolls of coqtinuznr mis=-carric-oz,
Al virt o oo ougly defermitics in off spring. reople from many etotls, in addi-
ticn te wnor. lap and Utirik, comilain of sickness that they had rever experienced
wint c5t 1C-15 yecars. ¥et the ALC dectors conly lock at tie peonle t ey
o Yexpczed" anc refuce tieir n.edical service tc thecse cthers.,
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Ircc's sven Dational Laboratory (on centract to the AZC/DCI) is cherred wiita

cencduciir s rmesular nedical checks on the exposed'peorle and is responsitle for pro-
widin: Tor the _ecplzz!' healt'. care, 3But instead the doglors have COZSlgue w1y
ricleed t e reople Ztout ‘“e1r radiation exvosure (tn~;§twrlx and C'klﬁl situatiors ¥
are exxrles of % is). TSR TR . H
I subrit that tie radieticn problems did neot end with tie rnuveclear test -regra.
in 1678 - that in Tocet tiey are just beginning to be felt., The problems Pere are z
result of nolicies wiich [ave been formulated from very subjectlve interpretztiion
=T t¢ radiclorical informotion and it highlights the crltlcal rieed for an alter-
nativ: peint of visw, Toese policies are in direct conflict with whe!lU.S. respon-

cipilit~ tc rretect t'c ‘ealth of tre people. I strengly urge that tie feder-

~overnnent s ovld rreovide funds for scientific surveys of t'c¢ islands and medicel

excrinstiors cf t‘e reoriz by independent doctors and scientists, wit! no ceonnectiornf
tc tie DO, ..-3 i oue personnel chould be chosen by lars'inllese. f

Tut on lco of tris, I weculd like to invite you and represent:tives of vour
aepartient tc come tc the iarshalls to investipate t'ese end other problems first
rond so Liat vou can understand the situction 'ere.

< U.Z. has not lived up to its obligations under tle U.l. Trusteeshipr ~gree-
4 in  =n cases has been in direct violation of it. The resulting radiation
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problems tlat #re now becaming evident are just part of tie problem freing my pecrle
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page lhree

in tre iars::1ls. e need lelp and hore tiat you will be willins to loor into the
substantial humnan rignte viclations tiiat are occuring this very minui: in the iars zll
islands end trust you 1211 take whatever steps ;ou dee.: arpropriates tc teln cerrect
thic situstiorn,

I a lookins ferward to your reply.

g

Sincerely,
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