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TAGSt OGEN TO 

ruBJECTr PRESS RELEASE 

rot A NO. 

~ TO HICO!"! VINKEL, TTPI. - PLS PASS TO G,J:ORGE CALLISON. -
Rlll .. 01!.!ING IS PROPOSED INTERIOR P?.ESS RELEASE ON BIKINI. IT 
tc:: NOT, REPEAT ~OT, TO Bt RELEASED U~JTIL AUG. 25, l 976. 

. . , \ 

F."ITOPS NOTE: -rHE MARSHALL ISl..A~DS ARE WEST or THE IN!ER-
~t.TtONAL DATELHrC. RELOCATION OPERATIONS WILL BEGIN ON 
~~nAY. AUGUST 27, MARSHALL ISLA~~s TIME. 

·-THE P.El.OCATlON Of J-45 PEOPLE LIVIN(; ON BIKINI ISLAND WILL 
~r,I~ T~Or.f?OW. BIKINI ATOLL STILL CONTAINS- RAT'llOACTIVE 
HEALTH HAZA~~S A~ A RESULT OF NUCLEAR TESTING CONDUCTED 
~E~~ MORE THAN THIRTY YEARS AGO. 
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9BIKINI ATOLL IS' PART or THEM ARSl-tALL ISLAND GROUP IN TKE 
'fR'Jc;T T~~ITORY OF THE P-ACIF'IC ISLAND~ ADMINISTEREO BY THE 
l~ITED STATES UNDER A TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITEB 

/"'NATIONS. 

t- ... 

•1 N 1946 THE u. s. ASKED THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI F"OR PERM ISSI ON / 
• I ~ 

TO USE THE ATOLL AS A TE~TING- ARE'A. THE PEOPLE AGREED TO 
LE~VE BIKINI AND VERE ULTIMATELY SETTLED ON Kill ISLAND 

. 'IN THE SOUTHERN MAP.SH ALLS. '"" : ; -•RADIOLOGICAL SURVEY~ PERFORMED BY THE U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY 
OO!'!!MISSION IN 19~8 SAI!3 BIKINI WAS AGAIN SAF"E FOR HUMAN 

· __ HA9ITATI ON Alff' PRESIDENT LYNUON B. JOHNSON ORDERED A 
.CDMPLETE REHA31LITATI'lT\l OF' THE ATOLL. PLAl~S \ifERE MADE TO · 
rnr ATE A MO'lEL COM~U~ ITY ON THE H~t A~D AN1) THEN RETURN THE 
BrY..CNIANS TO THEIR TRA!HTIONAL HOME. 

~J~rN RESTORATION WORK BEGAN IN 1970, BIKINI ISLANDERS 
~C1'! KILI WERE HIRED TO AS~IST IN THE REHABILITATION 
flPOJECT. THEY GRAr>UALLY BROUGHT THEIR FA"HLIES AND OTHER 
REL.4TIVES TO BIKINI. IT IS THIS GROUP, ~ow NUMBERING 1~5, 
'NAT· Wt LL SE _-REJOINED WITH THE <400 BIKINI ANS ON KILI. 

" "THE Rrl.OCATION IS BEI~G DIRECTED BY ~R. ADRIAN P. WINKtl., 
HIGH co~~ISSIONER Or TRE TRUST TERRITORY, WITH Tfft PSSIS­
T~NCE or. THE OFFICE Or TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS, DEPARTMENT OF 
TH£ I NT ER I OR. A ' • ' • ' ' - - '' , 

•LINGERING RADIATION WA~ nISCOVERE'D ON BIKINI ISLAN~ WHEN 
Tl1F. PEOPLE DECIDED IN 197~ TO HAVE SCY.1E OF THE NEW HOUSES 
JFINr, ~UILT BY THE GOVERNMENT ERECTED IN THE INTERIOR PART 
CF THE ISLAND._ 
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·~INCE INLAND AREAS HAD NOT BFEN CONSID~ED FOR RESIDENTIAl. 
RJ~POSES BEF"O~E, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO CONDUCT A 
flJLL ~A'HOLOGICAL SURVEY BEFORE -THE START OF" INLAND CON• 
Sf P.UCTI ON. 

•rH~ StmVEY, CO"JPLETED Ut JUNE, 1975, REVEALED THAT THE 
INTERIOR COULn NOT"BE USE1) rOR RE~IDE~TIAL PURPOSES. IT 
d..~O SHOwEn THAT FOOD PLANTS WERE RECYCLING RADIONUCLIDES 
FRcm THE ISLANDS SOIL. 

~~oo~ SU9~tnIE~ HAVE BEEN PROVIDE') TO BIKINI RESIDENTS 
Sl'NCE 197~ ~ND AFTER THE t975 SURVEY THEY WERE CAUTIONED 
KlT ·ro EAT LOCALtY-GPOWN FOODS. 

•ftSH lN THE ~ATERS AROUND BIKINI ARE THOUGHT TO BE SAFE 
TO EAT, BUT rP.UITS, VEGE:TABLES AND COCONUT CRA9S FOUND ON 
nrr ISLAND ARE co~JT A.r.'II NATED. 

•ttl NOV~BER, 1977, THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT -
IN~TITUTED A CCJl.IPLETE FEEDING PROGRA.~ FOR ALL RESIDENTS 
fY BIKirn. 

•?.=:GULAR HF.ALTH MONITORING IN APP.IL Or THIS YEAR REVEALED 
IN INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF CESIUM-137 IN THE BODIES OF' 
9l'1E BIKINIANS DESPITE THE DIET OF IMPORTED FOODSTUfrs. 

-rHF. POTENTIAL DANGER IS CONSIDERED TO BE MUCH MORE 
SERIOUS FOR.YOUNG P~OPLE AND SINCE NEARLY HALF Or THE 
t<;LANT)S CURRENT RESIDENTS A~E UNDER FIFTEEN YEARS OF' AGE• 

. FARLY RELOCATION OF' THE ENTIRE POPULATION WAS GIVEN A HIGH 
~IORITY BY tRUST TERRITORY AND INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 
0:-FICIALS. . . 

'.\ 

..... 

•IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR HIGH CCJ.1MIS~IO~ER ~INKEL TRAVELED TO 
mKt~I TO RE?ORT THE HEALTH MONITORING FIHDINGS TO THE 
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PFDPLE THERE. AS A RESULT OF HIS MEET! NGS WITH THE 
IIKINI PEOPLE, WHlKEL 'DECID£1) THAT THEY -SHOULD BE 
P.EUNITED WlTH THE BIKINI CCJWIMUNITY ON XILI. 

.- _-.. 

-:.UNTJER SECRET ARY OF THE INTERIOR JAMES ~ JOSEPH ANO . 

' 

BJTH _G. VA~ CLEVE, nt~ECTOR OF' THE OfFI CE OF TERRI TORI AL · 
lffAIP.S LEFT WASHINGTor~. n. c. ON AUGUST 4 AND WENT TO KILI 

-TO I~SPECT THE TE'1?0RARY HOUSING AND OTHER FACILITIES 
f.tIWG CONSTRUCTE!l THERE BY THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT. 

-· . 

•MP.. JOSE?M AN~ MS. VAN CLEVE TKt~ TRAVELED TO BIKINI ON 
N.musT t I, TO "'EET tJITH THE . ISLANDERS AND ASSURE THEM THAT 
"f'\fE REL.OCATION WAS NECESSARY FOR HEALTH REASONS. JOSEPH 
#fr' VAN CLEVE ALSO VISITED OTHER DISTRICTS IN THE TRUST 
TF.:R~ITORY. 

•RtY.?~t ATOLL IS BEING RE-SURVEYED BY THE U.~. DEPARTMENT 
CF E~F.RGY, USING A!>VANCED TECHNOLOGY THAT IS SIGNIFICANTLY 
fl'J:lRF ACCURATE ANO RELIABLE THAN THAT AVAILABLE FOR THE 
1()~8 SURVEY. 

-YFfE NE'W TECHNIQUE U~ES Gfltl~A-RAY DETECTORS MOUNTED ON -
At~CR AFT• IT WAS RECENTLY USED TO SURVEY ENtwET AK ATOLL. · 

. -rHE AERIAL SURVEY R.Y nor BEGAN ON JULY 31, ANn WILL 
~CLU!>E ~IKINI ATOLL AND THE NORTHER~ M AR~HALL ISLANDS. 
SURVEY RESULTS APE EX?ECTrD BY SPRING, 1g79. 

. . 
.. MEANWlfILE, SOC! AL A~m ECONa-1 IC CONDITIONS O~J KILI ARE 
f:EJNG CAREFULLY EXAMINED ANn EVERY EFFORT IS BEING MADE 
Bf THE TRU5T TE~RITORY GOVERNMENT AND THE INTERIOR 
U::PARTMENT TO ACCO~~ODATE THE ARRIVING gIKINIANS WITH 
MJNil't1 AL. DISRUPTION TO THEIR LIFESTYLE AND CULTURE. 
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•PLANS FOR THE PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT OF THE BIKINI 
PEOPLE' WILL INCLlmE EXTENSIVE DEVELOP!'TENT OF' FACILITIES 
CW KILI. . _ · · 

-wREl.OCATION OPERATIONS BEGIN T~ORROQ (SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 
J~n~. MARSHALL J!!;LANDS TIME> AT MAJUP.O ISLAND, llISTRICT 
Q:NTER OF" THE MARS'HALLS. ' 

""THRFE' SHIPS WILL SAIL FR~ MAJURO TO BIKINI TO TRANSPORT 
nfE PEOPLE AND THEIR POSSESSIONS TO KILI ISLAND. 

QIREPRESEP~T AT IVES. OF' VIRTU Alt Y EVERY fl7 AJOR NEWS-GATHERING 
mGANIZATION IN THE u.s.,· EUROPE AND ASIA ARE ABOARD ONE 
<F THE SHIPS iO 09SERVE ANT' REPORT ON THE RELOCATION. 

' ' 
.. ·nn: VESSELS ARE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE AT Y.ILI ON FRIDAY. . -
SF.PT~BER J, AND RETURN TO MAJURO ON LA90R DAY, · 
SEPTEMBER ~ • GEO~GE f'!ILNEF? 1 ACTING DIRECTOR, OrFICE ·OF 
TERRITORIAL AF'FAfRS SENbS. CHRISTOPHER . 
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' MEMO ROUTE SLIP 
Form ERDA-.93 (t-7.5) ERDAM 0240 

TO (Name and unit) llllTIALS 

L. J.~'-
E.V l>An: 

Ma,c..S~ E., 'Z.CI 
TO (Name and unit) NllTIALS 

TO (Name and unit) INITIALS 

FROM (Name and unit) 11£MAllKS 

" . ' 

See me about this. For concurrence. 

Note and return. For slrnature. 

llEMARKS 

I rJ 1-o ,.....-
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For action. 

For Information. 
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