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L TO WICOM WINKEL, TTPI. . PLS PASS TO GEORGE CALLISON,
POLLOYING IS PROPOSED INTERIOR PRESS RELEASE ON BIKINI, IT
IS NOT, REPEAT NOT, TO BE RELEASED UNTIL AUG. 25, 1976,

EﬁITOPQ NOTE: :THE MARSHALL ISLANDS ARE WEST OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL DATELINE, RELOCATION OPERATIONS WILL BEGIN ON
GUW“AY, AUCUST 27, MARSHALL ISLANDS TIME,

- "THE RELOCATION OF 143 PFDPLE LIVING ON BIKINI ISLAND VILL
- BEGIN TOMONROY, BIKINI ATOLL STILL CONTAINS RANPICACTIVE -
"HEALTH HAZARNS AS A RESULT OF NUCLEAR TESTING CONDUCTED
| THERE MORE THAN THIRTY YEARS AGO,

UNCLASSIFIED = -

e U - i — -
o Feeh el e e e e e e e e e ke e

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




o | 'UNCLASSTFTED
PAGE 02 1 . STATE 207953

~RIKINI ATOLL IS PART OF THE MARSHALL ISLAND GROUP IN THE |

TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS ADMINISTERED BY THE -

INITED STATES UNDER A TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMERT VITH THE UNITED .
~NATIONS, - |

"IN 1946 THE U.S. ASKED THE PFOPLE OF BIKINI FOR PERMISSIDN/ .
TO USE THE ATOLL AS A TESTING- AREA, THE PEOPLE AGREED T0

LEAVE BIXINI AND WERE ULTIMATELY SETTLED ON KILI ISLAND
"N THE SOUTHERN MAPSHALLS. ,

\
“RADIOLOGICAL SURVEYS PERFORMED BY THE U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY
OMMISSION IN 1968 SAID BIKINI WAS AGAIN SAFE FOR HUMAN -
. HABITATION ANP PRESIDENT LYNDON B, JOHNSON ORDERED A
COMPLETE REMABILITATINN OF THE ATOLL, PLANS WERE MADE TO
CREATE A MODEL COMMUNITY ON THE ISLAND AND THEN RETURN THE
HIK(NIANS TO THEIR TRADITIONAL NOME,
- PYHEN RESTORATION WORK BEGAN zn 1970, BIKINI ISLANDERS ' :
FROM KIL1 WERE KIRED TO ASSIST IN THE REHABILITATION ,
. PPOJECT, THEY GRANDUALLY BROUGHT THEIR FAMILIES AND OTHER
REL ATIVES TO BIKINI. IT IS THIS GROUP, NOW NUMBERING 145,
THAT wiLL BE REJOINED WITH THE 400 BIKINIANS ON KILI.

"THE RELOCATION IS BEING DIRECTED BY NR. ADRIAN P.Ag_gjm
MIGH COMMISSIONE® OF TKE TRUST TERRITORY, WITH THE IS~
TANCE OF THE OFFICE OF TEPRITORIAL AFF’AIR‘;, DEPARTMENT OoF
T‘{E INTERIOR.

“LINGERING RADIATION WAS DISCOVERED ON BIKINI ISLAND WHEN
THE PEOPLE DECIDED IN 1974 TO HAVE SOME OF THE NEW HOUSES

FEING BUILT BY THE GOVERNMENT ERECTED IN THE INTERIOR PART
O THE ISLAWD,
] T UNCLASSIFIED

.-

K . . R K i 4 . - h
. ) - . P . E R . - caeen e ve—
i ———r v e . ) :

i

Py e
’ «



T eme Ay e e an o .

T SR UNCLASSIFIED.
PAGE 03 . . STATE 207953

~cYNCE INLAND AREAS HAD NOT BFEN CONSIDERED FOR RESIDENTIAL
RURPOSES BEFORE, THE U.S., GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO CONDUCT A
AILL RADIOLOGICAL SURVEY BEFORE THE START OF INLAND CON=
STRUCTION, \ |

“TMF SURVEY, COMPLETED IN .nm:, 1575, REVEALED THAT THE
INTERIOR COULD NOT ‘BE USED FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES, IT
A.0 SHOWED THAT FOOD PLANTS VERE RECYCLING RADIONUCLIDES
FROM THE ISLANDS SOIL, | - ~

"FOON SUSSINIES MAVE BEEN PROVIDED TO VBIKINI RESIDENT_S
SINCE 1972 aAND AFTER THE 1975 SURVEY THEY WERE CAUTIONED
NOT TO EAT LOCALLY-GROWN FOODS, '

*FISH IN THE WATERS AROUND BIXINI ARE THOUGHT TO BE SAFE
TO TAT, BUT FRUITS, VEGETABLES AND COCONUT CRA3S FOUND ON
THE ISLAND ARE CONTAMINATED, _

=18 NOVEMBER, 1977, THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT - -

INSTITUTED A COMPLETE FEEDING PROCRAY FOR ALL R‘-‘SIDENTS
F BIKINI, .

“REGULAR HEALTH MONITORING IN APRIL OF THIS YEAR REVEALED
MY INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF CESIIM=137 IN THE BODIES OF
SME BIKINIANS DESPITE THE DIET OF IMPORTED FOODSTUFFS,

“THE POTENTIAL NDANGER IS CONSIDERED TO BE MUCH MORE
SERIOUS FOR YOUNC PEOPLE AND SIKCE NEARLY HALF OF THE
ISLANDS CURRENT RESIDENTS ARE UNDER FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE,
" FARLY RELOCATION OF THE ENTIRE POPULATION WAS GIVEN A HIGH
F‘?IOR?';{. BY TRUST TEPRITOPY AND INTERIOR DEPPRTMENT
(FFICIALS,

H

"IN JUNE OF THIS YEAP HIGH COYMISSIONER WINKEL TRAV‘ELED T0 -

RKINI TO RE"ORT THE HEALTH MONITORING FINDINGS TO THE
UNCLAS"IFIED :
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PFOPLE THERE, AS A RESULT OF HIS MEETINGS WITH THE
B KINI PEOPLE, WINKEL RECIDED THAT THEY SHOULD BE

PEUNITED WITH THE BIKINI COMMUNITY ON KILL, i

“UNDER SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR JAMES A, JOSEPH AND |
RUTH G, VAN CLEVE, NIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL
MTAIPS LEFT WASH INGTON, D. C. ON AUGUST 4 AND VENT TO KILI
'TO INSPECT THE TEMPORARY HOUSING AND OTHER FACILITIES

-7

FEING CONSTRUCTED THERE BY THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNWENT,

“MPR. JOSEPH AND MS, VAN CLEVE THEN TRAVELED TO BIKINI ON
AICUST 11, TO MEET YWITH THE ISLANDERS AND ASSURE THEM THAT
™E RELOCATION WAS NECESSARY FOR HEALTH REASONS, JOSEPH
AN vaN CLEVE ALSO VISITED OTHER DISTRICTS IN THE TRUST
TERRITORY, -

“BIXIN] ATOLL IS BEING RESURVEYED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT
0F ENFERGY, USING ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY THAT IS SIGNIFICANTLY
MORE ACCUWATE AND RELTABLE THAN THAT AVAILABLE FOR THE
1958 SURVEY,

“TRE NEW TECHNIQUF U?EG fAM”A-RAY DETECTORS MOUNTED ON

. AIRCRAFT, IT WAS RECENTLY USED TO SURVEY ENEWETAK ATOLL.~ \

'THE AERIAL QURVEY RY NOE BEGAN ON JULY 31, AND WILL
TNCLUDE BIKINT ATOLL AND THE NORTHERN MARSHALL ISLAND3,
SURVEY RESULTS APE EXPECTED BY SPRING, 1979,

“WMEANWHILE, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ON KILI ARE

BEING CAREFULLY EXAMINED AND EVERY EFFORT 1S BEING MADE -

BY THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT AND THE INTERIOR 5

DEPARTMENT TO ACCOMMODATE THKE ARRIVING BIKINIANS WITH

MINIMAL DISRUPTION TO THEIR LIFESTYLE AND CULTURE. L
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" *pLANS FOR THE PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT OF THE BIKINI
PEOPLF WILL INCLUDE EXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF FACILITIES

™ KILI,

= RELOCATION opmﬂmus BEGIN TOMORROR (SUNDAY. AUGUST 27,

1978, MARSHALL ISLANDS TIME) AT MAJURO ISLAND, DISTRIC'I'
CENTER OF' THE MARSHALLS, .

“THRE'-" QHIPS WILL SAIL FRM MAJURO TO BIKINI T0 TRANSPORT
TE PEOPLE AND THEIR POSSES'SIONS TO KILI ISLAND.

“REPRESENTATIVES OF VIRTUALLY EVERY MAJOR NEUS-GATHERING
ORGANIZATION IN THE U,S., EUROPE AND ASIA ARE ABOARD ONE
OF THE S‘HIPS TO O3SERVE AND REPORT ON THE RELOCATION,

- ®"THE VES‘%H.‘? ARE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE AT YILI ON FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER {, AND RETURN TO MAJURO ON LASOR DAY,

SEPTEMBER 4.“ GEORGE NILNEPE ACTING DIRECTDR, OFFICE OF

TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS SEM HRIST OPHER
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