: UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

4ORT 49
May 27, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN SEABORG
Acting 'J
THROUGH GENERAL MANAGER/@gf

SUBJECT: MEDICAL STATUS OF MARSHALLESE ISLANDS,
FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1963

It is a pleasure to report that the just-concluded annual
medical survey of the Marshallese natives exposed to
fallout from the March 1, 1954 shot revealed no problems
attributable to their radiation history. The survey

team arrived there during a rather severe poliomyelitis
epidemic, but were able to complete the work successfully.

The attached preliminary record, prepared by Drs. Conard
and Hicking, provides the significant details of the
observations. A more complete record of the observations
and conclusions will be published by Brookhaven National
Laboratory toward the end of the summer.

C’\g_; I—%y-ﬂ/»/‘t-—(w
C. L. Dunham, M.,D,

Director
Division of Biology and Medicine

Attachments:
ltr., Conard to Dunham, 5/17/63

ltr., Conard to Commander, PMR, 5/15/63
ltr., Goding to Conard, 5/9/63
Preliminary Statement of Conard and
Hicking dated 4/23/63

STATUS
cc: Commissioner Haworth ) Y
Commissioner Palfrey B
Commissioner Ramey ‘
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May 17, 1963

Tiylsica of Tiolozy
J. G, L% -*c Lanz;
Waskizgten 25, D.C.

Dasr Chuel:

I hova juct gottea bagh the siczzd cintemzat oa ths prelininory
sezulzs of thz recozt curvay, viich I oam czclozing 2leag with ar exntra copy,
P sy

Gensisazd), ¥, Goding kos bonm cont a2 sisacd copy of this states
I emmnllizy o2z elsco to Lxbocoadlor Sidacy Yotcs, wao is the chi ef u. S,

tha Truscesshily Cownsil 1ncting of the UN, vhich is to toke

- a -~ myha e b
T e ¥ —mde Dl o e P

TIooot2acoilve Fadend
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pluuv cie fizst weck uze,

fizsot veck dn June, I hova offercl oy cexvices at tho ticzz of thls

v e S -
e wdi , 0

z .
reeaived, It was cuite a8 chock to lcarm ¢f I, K_-do,ald's guclan dozth, Fez
ccz2 tlima &2 had nok beon 2 wall moa, 1 2a vozdesing vio thay will get to
zaplac2 hinm, '

Vic 2nd I, 2lcng vith Jim Tichortcea end Stean Cohm, have beoza discuss
the zz2d fcr 2 Ubole b:iy counzing fozilicy ot Denzelep and the parmzonont
buildivy thera, Vie will po deul: b2 im touch with yeu ot en exrly date for
fuztkor diczusclea of this motten, i

With bact regerds, s
Sircorely yours,
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M=y 15, 1963

Ccmander

Foclfic 1csile Dange
Doadcusrtorss

Proific Miccile Rozne
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Dolut lZzu, Cz
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I would 1ite to tole &his oposotunily to express oy

incenz approciztica for the fiae cocparatlioa cad assictence .
renfezed by yeu and your group et nzjclein In carzying out :
tha canweal modicel suwmvey lazt Mlazeh ca tha Morchallese people , :

2]

who had been cpoced to fallest reliztica in 1934, The

zociztonce rendered by Copzain Pavrl Dolzberg USH and his siaff

of £hn Poéific lidosile Ronne Feellity ozd thae Transporst Coxmpony
£ Temes at Kundalein was inveluablic ood was lergely reapozsible

for the suceecs of the cuvvey, Vo citefrad rmuch valuable
infermation frea the cugvey in additica to giving medical caora
to tha expozaed poeple, '

1y gzateful to the Hovy aad pa:éicularly

Ve a2»e decn
to the Pocific 1desile Donse foo thzo cexztinved viholehzartsd

gupport of thooo gusveys.

U2 plen oa carcying cut gho tomth annual medical survey
crond Februsryfiareh 1984 azd hopz thet vwe cza call agein on
ycu foz cesistance,

Siz:ccuely yours,

Detzzt A, Conzrd, M.D,
, Lcod, 220 llarcholl Islzands
- Moldiczl Suzvey Teom
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TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACHIC ISLANDS COMMERCIAL

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER
SAIPAN, MARIANN BiLANDL

CAMLE ANDRESR
MICOTT HALFAN

May 9, 1963

T sewe

Robert A. Conard, M.D.
Brooikhaven Nalionel Laboratory
Associated Universities, Inc.
Vedical Department

Upton, L.I., N. Y.

Dear Dr. Consard:

Thenk you for your letter of April 26, 1963 on the proposed
permanent structure on Rongelap. I have sent a copy of your

letter to the Distirict Administrator in the Marshalls for his -

informetion also. , : ‘ : .
I regret to inform you that Dr. locdoneld died suddenly of &
heart attack et Truk on May 1, 18963. I know you will went to.
inform other members of your group who had worked with him.

I shall look forwerd to seeing vou in New York in June.

' _ Sincerely, .
. : . . W. Goding ;
. ' - hLigh Cormuissioner .
[
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PRELTMINARY STATFMENT OF THE MEDICAL SURVEYS OF THE RONGELAP. T
AND UTIRIK PEOPLE < MARCH 1963, NINE YEARS AFTER POSURE TO
FALLOUT RADIATION

In March 1963 a medical survey team consisting of 10 physicians and
technicians representing the Atomic Energy Commission and 10 from the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands, visited the Rongelap and Utirik atolls and
carried out a medical survey of the people who had been exposed to fallout
radiation in 1954, An unexposed group on Rongelap who served as a comparison

population were also examined, Since complete analysis of the data will take

months, the following preliminary statement is made at this time,

On arrival of the team in the Marshall Islands, a>serious epidemic )
of poliomyelitis Type I, with many paralytic cases, was in progress, However,
the epidemic had been brought under control by widespread immunization with
Sabine'oral vaccine, There were 22 cases among the Rongelap children with
varying degrees of paralysis and the disease had also affected three adults
on the island with one death ffom bulbar paralysis of a 67 year old woman in
the exposed group; Fortunately the people of Utirik were spared the epidemic,

ﬁyiOtgérwise the medical examinations of bo;h Rongelap and Utirik people revealed
they were generally in good health and appeared to be in a better state of
nutrition and with less skin disease than has been noted previously, About
the same incidence of diseases was noted in the exposed population as in the
unexposed comparison population, [ﬁg‘cases of cancer, leukemia or other diseases
believed to be enhanced by radiation exposure were noted, No evidence of any
mélignant change in the residual radiation (beta) burns of the exposed Rongelap
people was noted, In several cases, these areas of the skin showed furthe;
development of pigmented (mole-like) changes, which however are not consideré@
serious complications, A number of biopsies of the skin were obtained for
detailed study, Several children in the exposed Rongelap group continued to

show slightly retarded growth and development but otherwise appeared to be

healthy,
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During the é;st yéar on Rongelap four deaths had occurred in the
exposed group; three in older people (one of whom was referred to above -
died from polio) and one {ﬁ a young man whose death was associated with a
fall from a coconut tree, Two deaths had occurred in the unexposed group,
None of these deaths‘appeared to be related to radiation expoéure. One
stillbirth with congenitalvabnormalities was born to exposed parents, the
significance of which is being investigated, The usual number of healthy
babies were born to both exposed and unexposed groups, Aside from the
epidemic of poliomyelitis at Rongelap, the oaly othér epidemics worthy of
note were gastroenteritis of a rather severe nature among several children
who were treated successfully and a few cases of sickness from eating arrow
root flour {which probably had not been properly prepared),

Vital statistics of the people of Utirik during the past three
years since last seen were not remarkable with mortality and causes of
death and the number of births about the same in the exposed and unexposed
groups, No unusual epidemics or types of disease that might be associated.
with radiation effects had occurred on Utirik,

There was excellent cooperation of both Rongelap and Utirik_people
in carrying out examinations and the friendly relationship between the
examining group.and the people was most gratifying, This spirit was believed
to be enhanced by the fact that prior to the surveys, meetings were held with
the people about the examinations and their purpose, and at the end of the
surveys, they were informed of the general results, The people were most -
appreciative of the things done for them and particularly enjoyed the movieé,

music, and the '"going away party" that the team provided,

R, A, Conard, M,D,

A, Hicking, M,D,
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