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H=MORANDUM TO THE AMBASSADOR
| Septenber 2, 1954

1. Dr. Holmes, the Director of the Atonic Eomb Casualty Commission,
visited me again yesterday afternoon. Dr. Holnes had also seon lir.
~later in the evening of August 30 and after Dr. Laqueur's visit.
He had come to ths hospital at the invitation of Dr. Tsuzuki and had subsc-
quently obtained, through the Exbassy, a supply of intravenous aurcoaycin
for the patient. He requested a further supply of the drug during this
interview and we uera able to obtain it for hinm frcm the FEC.

2. Dr. Holras confirmed much of vhat Dr. Laquzur had previously told
ze but without the detail that Dr. L2queur had supplied. He was categoric
hovever concerning ths relailionship tetween transfusions and hepatitis in
cases where there is a history of jJaundice, arnd he erxpressed his ¥personal
arazen=nt? that so many transfusions would have been given tu a patient
with a jaundice history.

3. Dr. Holres additionally stated that vhen ks had exaninsd the patient
ha had noted in particular severe dehydration. Ee described the patientta
stin ag "like tin foil® and said that if you pinched it and held it up an
inch or so, it would no fall tack into place tut would renain standing like
a plece of tin foil that had teen creaszad. He hesitated to nake a suggestion
vhich the Jzpanese doctors might have throusht (sic) was a prescription for
treatnent tut he finally asked, "ofcourse you will be beginning hypoderzie
clysis soon?® This is a fora of subcutaneous irrigation or rehydration vhich
is nornal in cases of this sort. Dr. Holczs understands that this techniqus
has subsequ2ntly been used for the patient, arnd ha said that he believes that

the faet that * is sti11 alive ouwes protably mora to the rehydration
than to the aurcogycine

. Dr. FRolmes 2lso said that QpSDltﬂ the hyperaction of the Datlcnt'
reflexes (=1though ccnatose, he appeared to be exceedingly sensitive to
touch and thrashed a2bout rather violentlv), no rzurological exazinations
appeared to have been made. It 18 gener:zlly consiﬂer“d standard practice
to exanine, in cases of this sort, the czninges (brain meatranes) becauss
they are particularly vulneratle in cacses of severe virus hepatitise

54+ Dr. Eolmes also renmarked wryly that vhen hz had gone to the hospital
at Pr. Tsuzniki's pesrsonal and private rcquest ke had found himself surrouaded
ty reporters that have since besr calling him at the Inperial constantly.
Tiith rezard to press accounts subsequently published e noted:

(2) That Dr. Tsuzuki's staterznt that he had asked the Anericoens
for intrzvenous aureozycin and had tezen told that nons was available
- in the Far East had rbceiVﬂd wide coverage. Sutseguent reports that
the Aroric=ns had su»plied intravenous aurecoycin have not teen considedd
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(b) Dr. Holmes said that he had ipvariably said to the press
representativest "the rclation between radiation and liver danage is
highly uncortain and spcculative at best; the relation between transfusions
and hepatitis i1s direct and well-established®s FHe had not felt justi-
fied in saying mors or less about the case than this. He noted that
not a single Japanese newspaper has carried this staterment, although
all of them have indicated that “the Anerican doctor® was unable to
suggest anything that might additiorally be done for the patient.
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