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Bldg 4, Rm 203 

c. L. Dunham, M.D., Director 
D~vision ot Biology and Medicine 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Waehington 25, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Dunham: 

R 
NBG-266-56 
2/20/56 

Your letter of February 3, 1956 to Dr. E. o. Lawrence in regard to 
reporting radiological fallout has been·referred to the Health'Chelllistry 
group tor attention. This group regularly carries out the monitoring.pro­
gram !or airborne aotivity and ha.a reported to you those instances from 
the past tests in accordance with your requests. We will again be glad 
to watch our contamination values and report whatever readings may be of 
interest to you over the period of the ooming tests. 

Our "clean air'' atm.9ephere $&lllpllng procedure b to draw 4 cu. ft. 
per min. tor 24 hours through a tilter paper and after holding !or 48 . 
houra (to allow deoay ~:f., the na. turally occurring radon and tboron daughters) 
the paper is counted tor beta-gamma. In previous years this residual value 
was zero and since five times ~ero -gave no basis for reporting,, lt was ar­
bitrarily decided to m&ke a telephone or telegraph report whenever.the·re­
ma.ining long-lived activity on our tilter papers reached five timee·(approx. 
125 cpn) the electronic b&&e rate (approx. 25 cpm) of the count.ing equi~ .· .· , 
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For the pa.et several months our sample• of 11clean air" a.re quite con­
sistent in sho"Wing a reaidual long lived beta-gamma activity ot 20 to:)S 
opn, whioh is presumed to. be .bomb debris. These readings are oonf'i~~4 by 
other a.gencie& nearby ma.king similar determina.tione. Sines thie ·int,~~~ee .. 
& ne-w factor it may be that YQll.-WO~ like to establish a. ditf'ere~t .~rst(., _.;.,.:.:,.~{:;~. 
tpr reporti,ng l•vela of· in.t-roat .. ~o J"9,1l.J suoh a.,s the not oounta ,~~ :~~J! );:{.:2:-:i 
ot, long-lived· activit7· on. o~ t:llt.~u .... :;.~pers,. . . ·: ,·: ':.'· .. ·~~';_~''\"'>1}(;~; 

Our sampling will cover the Berkoley and LivermoN areas (about' 45 m,UerP:' ·:_::;: 
distant) but it is not likely that tigure• trom rainfall collections: 'WiU be·: ·~ 
available since there ie seldom any r.ain in this area in the April-July p'erio_d •. ~ 

The .peraon i.rt\::charge o! this program ia M. D. Thaxter, u. of c. Radiation 
Laboratory, Berkeley~ Calif, Bus. Phones Thornwall 3-2740, ext 491, Residences 

Please let us know 1! you wish to set the appro:x:llnate levels about ~hich 
you desire to be in.formed. 
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Very sincerely yours, 

N. B. Garden 
~ealth Chemistry 
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