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,Dr. Lawrence:

O I wish to epologize for the delay in enswering your letter of
E 14, 1246, the deley being vertly due to beirg out of tom
: 59 belence occupied in censulting with my superiors as te the
Bility of underteking the rrorcsed responsitility et the
frésent time.

I shall endeaver to explain the circumstences in which I now

find myself in en effert to offer e clear Justificaticn for refusing
the very flattering corrission you heve so kindly offered.

As you prebably Mnow the Plutonium Project is struggling very
hard to publich as soon as possible the Flutenium Project Record of

twenty some odd volumes. I am serving on the editorie]l committees cf
two of these velumes in eddition to services to the Comrittee on

Redioectivity of the Nationel Research Council, verious committees
at the University of Chicego, etc.

I em trying to help get my sectien.
of the Institute of Rediobiclcgy end Bicphysies going while still on
loan to this Laboratory, the latter being & full time job

’

A conference with my superiors in this Lsboratory and with Dr.
R, . Zirkle, I'irector of the Institute of Rediobioclogy end Biophysics,
resulted in their decision thet, under present circumstences, I should
meke no more commitments until the PPR is out of the wey, The
rerformence of this duty would then leave me 8 free cholce to do whatever
I felt best. This cannot be accomplished before June, 1947,

It is reelized thet the project experience in thie field should
be publicized aside from the FPR and thet your volume would he a good
medium,

May I =suggest that you could, perheps, =ecure the services of
B, ¥, Parker of the Hanford Engineer Works, Richlend, Weshington, whose

rroject and previous experience eminently qualifies éim tb write such
e cheypter,



