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\3 cg :t ['. ~; t \5 :: I llish to Epologize f'cir th<> delay in answerini:; your letter of 
: 8 ;;_;, ,: ~~o~f 14, 1946, the delay being ~rtly ~ue to beir..~ out of' town 
~ ~ ~ ·'.\ i!it'h~t~,A balance occupied in cC'n~uJtinG nth my euperiors as tc the 
g· ~ ";." ·'& 7~-§isji~ility of undertaking the rror:osed responsibilitj' at the 
I.) ~ ~ \. rresent timi?. 

I shaU ende'lv<'r to explain the circmnatencee in which I now 
find myself in en eff'crt to offer e clear justificatir.n for refu~ing 
the very flattering cO!l'lrissi<'n you h8ve so kindly offered, 

As you prcbably know the PlutoniUlll Project is st.rugeling vf'ry 
hard to publish as soon as possible the Plutonium Project RP.core of 
t'l'entj• some odd volumes. I am serving on the editorial coJlll!littees \f 
two of these volunes in addition to services to the Co~~ittee on 
Radioactivity of the Nati<'nal Research Council, various committees 
at the University of C!':icego, etc. I am trying to help cet. my sectiC'n, 
of the Institute of Red:.obiolcgy rnd Bicpbysics go:nr while still on 
loan to this Laboratory, t~E> latter being e fulJ tirne job, 

A conference llith my superiors in thi10 Labor11tory and witki Dr. 
R, !':, Zirkle, rirector of the Institute o!' FV>diobiclogy and Biophysics, 
resulted in their decision that, under present circumstances, I shouJd 
mah no more> ccruritments until thA PPR is out of thA Wf,v, The 
rPrformr:nce of this duty would then leave me a fre>e choice to do whatever 
I fe>lt best. This cannot ~e accomplished before June, 1947. 

. It is realized that the project experience in thie rield should 
be pubJicized aside fr an the PPR and the t your volume woul6. be· a good 
mediUl!l, 

L1ay I !".Ugeest that you cou.1-c, per heps, ~ecure the servic"le of 
F., N. Paryer of the Hanford Engineer Works, Richland, Was~ington, whose 
l"roject and previous experience eminently qualifies him to write such 
a chapter. 


