
PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 

Mr. O. E. Harvey 
Cooper Development Corporation 
2626 South Peck Road 
Monrovia, California 

Dear Mr. Harvey: 

SUBJECT: Subcontract 108 

May 1, 19$8 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

Coni'irming our April JO converaation, the following is a copy of a teletype which was 
received from our Dr. E. Flendng reporting the details of an accident which occurred 
to your employee .• 

---- .< ut s· ~EOL 'i "BY NOW YOU MAY Hi!VE rraA_<{D THAT ____ . WAS TNVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT. I AM SEND-
-To--- ING THIS 'IWX 'ID EXPLAIN WH.A T REALLY HAr-·PENED .A ND 'I':· CORRECT ANY POSSIBLE 
1 j W~R ' DISTORTION WHICH MAY HA VE OCCURRED. AT ONE SII ONE ZERO ON M THREE APRIL 
-, fi'.'I~ _ AND SEVER.AL OTHERS WERE AT STATION TWO ONE THREE ONE POI.NT ZERO FOUR ON 
-:-GwM-,-- YVONNE AND I WAS AT THE CONTROL POINT ON EI.Mm. WE WmE TESTING OUT THE 
- w00-,-- SIGNAL AND FIRING CIRCUITS WITH THE ARMING PANEL WIRED IN. TO SIMULATE THE 
:L(,V1-- IGNITmS WE HAD INSERTED SWIBS IN THE fIRING LLNES. EACH PAIR OF WHICH HUNG 
--·:Vsi1, FRF.E FROM ~ FIRING TERMINAL BOX ON'THE AFT BEND OF EACH LAUNCHm. WE 
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-r~CG ____ STARTED BY SHORTING OUT THE BLUE BOXES. EACH LAUNCHER ELEVATED AND r·RECESSED . 
-~Rltt--1-.-.- PROfERLY AND THE SQUIBS. IN ... nm. ~. J)ASH ~H ,81µ.pll.'To? ~El'?NAT.ED.,..-1,T~-~·· ··~~JI).,,., 
1 

EID ! TALllNG TO ME BT TELEPHONE SHOUTED A FIVE SECOND COUNTDOWN WICH ·t ltEPEAT.m -·'"· '· ""'~1 ·'. 

iMHA i ro SOLTIS AT THE !'~IRING PANEL. .50LTIS PULLED THE FIRING TOOOLE AT zmo TIME. .· ,,,· 
iMLM : THE FIRING SIGNAL TO THE FIRST LAUNCHF.R ARRIVF..D ffiOPERLY AT HOTEL PLUS .SIX · 
: 11 , SECOllDS .AND THE FIRST SQUIB DETONATED. THE SECOND SQUIB DE'roMATED PROPERLY ·., i~ 
,-G·G:-- FOUR SroGNDS LATER. A SECOND LATER YELLED QOOTE I'M HIT UNQUOTE. COX ~~ 
;--,-- PICIED UP THE PlllNE AND EXPLADIED TlIIT A SQUIB IRAOMENT HAD COUOHT __ OH ·~ I I THI RIGHT SIDE OF Tiil! llllClt llUll THl! 800ULlll!I! APPAllElin.Y SEYlil!ING All AllTlllI. ,, 

"m tu 11CRL :::~ ~': ~.n;: :nil~=~~ :S~=i=ll:IS~ tf,\I ~ 
9 Bldg. 50 SITS OH YVOJOIB. I DIMEDIATELY PASSED THE 'WORD Olf ELMBa JJiD A DOCTOR ARRITID . ·r.1>. :~: 

.... 
'' 

AT SIDE VIA LIMA DJ.SB 'l'WO ZIBO ( L-20 Air Craft)• ABOtrr TWO ZERO ·.: 
MIXUTES LATD. . WAS RETURHED TO ELMER BI HELICOPTm ABOUT ONI SEVD O.HI 
rIVE AND ftDlf TOTH! HOSPITAL. ~t,.. II'DU DASH' RAY ( l-Rq )• Sll>wr.D N> 
SM.ALL P'RAGKDITS LODGED Ilf HIS SHOtJLlJIR AND 'IHE DOCTOR DECIDED·m LFAVE THEM 
THERE. HE JIAB BIEN RF.STING COMFORTABLY tiIVCE THIM AND l:S BACI At WOll roDAI 
TWO .sn APRIL. BO P!R~ AT ilI TIME DORING THIS Dar auv WAS STANDOO CLOSEB. 
THAI Fil'TY P'EET TO EITHm LAURCHER..\A.WJLAUJERE PARTIALLY SHIELDED. THKI AU. 
WERE STANDING CROSS DASH WIND ro 'l\IE LAtmeHms. IT Cil BE AROU!D THAT •COM-
PLETE''SAFETY WAS NOT E:mtCISED. AT THI SAME TIME I CALCULATI THAT THE J,IRO-
BABILIT! OF ANIO!M BEING HIT WAS· ABOUT ONE II ONE THOUSAND. AT ANY RAU. 
ROCIET PERSONNEL tiAVE BECOME EXTREMELY SAFT! CONSCIOUS AND I C.AN k>STJRE YOU 
lfO SIMILAR ACCIDENT WILL EVER HAP PD AGAIN 'JO ANYONE IN THE FIELD. CREW. 

(•Added to clarity message) 
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To Cooper Development - 2 - S-1-58 

ALTHOUGrl THE .ACCIDENT OBV:J:OU~LY COULD HAVE BEEN VERY .SERIOU~.IN 'FACT IT 
WASN 1 T. THEREFORE I DF.CIDED THAT IT WAS PEROGATIVE ro" ... SEND WORD FIRST 
TO HIS FAMILY." 

Ji!;: 
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Fortunately the accident was not serious. You advi..-S. that you received a letter report 
directly from and there appear to be no comp11catlons. 

CLB sm 
CCI 11. B. lleya>ld.a ~/ 
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Very truly youra, 

c. L. Blue 
.A.aeiatmt Buaineas Manager 
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