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(BIKINI ISLAMDERS RETURN T0 ROME ISLAND DRLAYSED)

SAIPAN, AUG,23 (MNS)e~~THE PLANNES RETURN IN MID-SEPRINRER

OF THE PIRST OFFICIAL COMNTINGENT OF SOME 150 BIXKINIANS YO TARIR
HOME ATOLL HAS DEEN POSTPONED TO PERNIT COMPLETE AMALYSIS AND
EVALUATION OF TEE LATEST RADIOLOGICAL SURVEY. IT WAS CONDUCTED IN
JUNE 1975 BY THE ENERGY RESEARCHE AND DEVELOPNENT ADMINISTRATION
(ERDA) ON BIKINMI ATOLL.

BIKINI WAS THE SIPE OF 23 NUCLEAR TESTS (INCLUDING SURPACE

AND SUB~SURFPACE DURSTS) IN TEE PERIOD 1946~58. TEE BIKINIANS

WERE MOVED FROM BIKINI ATOLL BEFORE TESYING BEGAM, TEEY WERE
SUBSEQUENTLY SETTLED TEMPORARILY OR KILI ISLARD, ALSO IN TiE
MARSHALLS, IN AUGUST, 1968, PRESIDENT JOBNSOM ARNOUNCED THAT

THE BIKINIANS WOULD BE APLE TO RETURN TO THEIR RONSLAND AT A LATER
TINE, XNE DIRECTED THE DIPARTNENT OF THE INTERIOR, ORPARTHNNT

OF DEFPENSE, AND THE ATONIC BWNERGY COMNISSION (NOM PART OF ERDA)
TO COOPERATE IN PREPARTEG POR THRIR RETURN,
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TWO ISLANDS OF TEE ATOLL, BIKINI AND BMIU, WSRE DETERNINED IN

1967 70 DR SAPE POR HABITATION ¥ITH CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS MECESSARY
POR BIKINI ISLAND, SINCE THE PROPLE OF PIKINI ATOLL TRADITIONALLY
HAD THSIR MAIN LIVING SETTLEMENT ON BIKIMI ISLAND, THEY BUECTED
20 NAVE THE NEV SETTLENENT STARTED THRRE WITH THE UNDBASTANDING
THEAT SOME RESYRICTIONS WERE NEEDRD AND CONTINUAL RADIOLOGICAL
ggm WERE TO BE NMADE BOTH BRFORE AND AFTER THEIR RETURN %0 THR
A8 PART OF THR CONTINUING MONITORING OF BIKINI ATOLL A SURVEY
CONDUCTED BY ERDA I¥ JUNE 1973, REVEALS THE PRECAUTIONARY
NEASURES RECOMMENDED IN 1967 MAY REQUIRE MODIFICATION. A STUDY
OF THE JUNE 1975 DATA IS UMDERWAY AND DEFINITIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
ARE EXPECTED IN ABOUT SIX MORTHS FROR NOW,

THE DEPARTMENT OF TME INTERIOR, WITH PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR
TEE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS OF VHICE BIKINI ATOLL
I8 A PARY, WAS BEEN CONSTRUCTING THE PIRST PHNASE OF THE NEW
SETTLEMENT O BDIKINI ISLAND, THE DEPARTMENT RBCONMENDED THIS WEEK
TEAT THE FIRST OFFICIAL CONTINGENT WAITING OM KILI SEOULD DELAY
THEIR MOVE PENDING FURTHER ANALYSIS OF THB RECENT RADIOLOGICAL
SURVEY.
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DISTRICT ADMNINISTRATOR OSCAR DEBRUM OF THE MARSHALL ISLAMDS

DISTRICY, REPRESENTATIVES OF ERDA AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF

THE rmn.z OF BIKINI ARE SCHARDULED TO DEPART MAJURO, TER DISTRICT

CENTER, THE FIRST WERK OF SEPTEMBER POR KILI I1SLAND, - THERE THEY

WILYL DISCUSS WITH THE BIRINI PEOPLE THEE PRELIRINARY PINDINGS OF

THE JUOME 1975 SURVEY PRIOR T0 ANY RESETTLENENT RECOMMBIDATIONS,

ENEU ISLAND, VYKICH LIRS POUR RILES FROM BIKINRI ISLAMD AND

FORM3 PART OF THZ OVERALL NABITATION AREA, RAS BEEN PLACED WNDER

AXY RESTRICTIONS. FURTHER STUDIES ARE UMDER CONSIDERATION, UNQUOTE.

PLEASE HOTE TEAT THE BRACKET SIGM I8 USED IN LIRU OF A ONME IN THRE

DISTRIBUTION DATE REVISION OM THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT, THIS APPEARS TO

BE A TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR AS SHOWN ON THE SCRIPT KANDCARRIED TO PASO

FROM POB LAV, BOROLULU TRUST TERRITORY REPRESENTATIVE., THE BRACKET

SIGN IS LOCATED ON THE SAME TYPRWRITER KEY AS THEE ¢ AMD T IS

ASSUMED THAT THR DATE IS MAY 12, 1975 WHICE WAS TYPED A3 BRACKET SI1GN

2¢ BRACKET 8I0M 975, ALSO PLEASE WOTE TiAT THIS DATE IS A

REVISION OF TERE DISTRIBUTION PORMAT, THEE DATE OF THE PRESS

RELEASE I8 8/23/75, THIS WAS CONFIRMED BY MR, LAW,

BOTE TO R, RAY: HMANUEL DEBRUM IS TKE CONPIRMED NAME,
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