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U .. S. Admits Isla11ds Error· 
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!rom t.bt 195-t rletonatioc. 
di3gno~<.4 in PauJ Cooper in February. 1976, ·tvi.-o 
yeal"'3 pr.er to his c!.eath. 

I 
I 

Currently, Mr. Bakl\1 i:1 representing tbe widow of 
.:in e:t·~farine .,,·ho ditXJ of lym-phos.arcoma last 
Oct?oer .. Cbarles A. Broudy bad been exposed to 
n~oactJve debris on a ship that had be<en ln the 
v1c:...."llty of Bikini Atoll when a nuclear device was 
Jetonated in 1948. He also witnessed th,rtt Nevada 
blasts in 1957. 

There -.,.:>.d been earlier c:ises o{ radiation bums 
loss oC b:jr, diarrhea and depressed blood COWli.; 
~f!long th 1! island ?-eOple but no one died itom tbese '. } 
uuna.J. pro'.lJems, said Dr. Kotrady. . . · / 

Sc~ on the House health and environment 
subccmrnittH expect that United Slates nuclear· 
li'sting in the Pacific Oce4D will be scrutinized along 
with the Nevada series. U so, the otocy ol the 1954 
Mars.hall lsblld.s acc~ent will be fleshed out. 

R.actiation from the incident is blame<! lor the high 
rate oJ. both benign aD<! malignant thyroid tumors 
developed in the natives. the bulk ol it m.ateria.li.ting 
some Zl yean atur tho fact. ~U.S. admits this. 

Evmt R«allod 
n.i.s is .,.;,at happened. 

. T~ere N3S also an increase of miscarriages and: I 
stillbirth5 among e.."C])Osed women during the l.il'St fivtt. 
:tears after the Ul)losion, but blame for this has bffn 
put as mucb on general health and disease incidence 
as on radi::t,tion exposure. · · 

Be<::au:ie ~is a lack of concrete ~rs~: I 
critical health questions, Dr. Kotrady argues that the • 
scope ol U.S. involvement in UM> Wands ought to be 
broadened to include general health caf'e. : The 
government is stiU preoccupied. with what Dr. 
Kotndy .ludges to be an ordained s..t of health 
problems believed sle=ninl! !r<>m radiatloa. 

Need Screening· 

U gene-:ic dilemmas develop ln the future· - a 
'wony that preoccupies the island people - born of 

'Tbh thermonuclear device, Br"avo. was detonated !be 1954 eqxtsure, sc~ning ought to be ~oing on 
from-11. to~r at BJ.kin!. At 17 megatons-, this was now, aays Ur. Kotrady. 
con:m~rably more yield than bad ~n expected. 
Sotni?l~ow' authonti~s thought the yield would be lt was with this is.sue that the pbysid.an and 

f:-or:: five to seven ?negatons. :;:::;:: t!~~: ~~~!~~~bl~~:~ 
Then. an W'l?red.ieted shift in the winds in the expected (rorn the radiation and did not 1ee the merit 

upper atmosphere caused the rtdloactive cloud to in mountll:g a general medical program to determine 

~e::::r ~:i:S!!ftf~~~ ~:~~/~~ ~ what crises, if any. may occu: in the future.. · 
people, Rongerilt with 28 American urvic:emen and When the ~ple of RongeJ.ap talk about" tbfJ 

Utirik wttll 1S7 people. ::::e~~~;c~1s;!~~::ed~SC:~~~~~;~ 
Dr~~~ ~ru;~~!i!,,t ..,":~~sc.':7, fallout derosiL 

a fact which rtteived wide.$pread news coverage. soc~:i:d~ ::LeT~io~ ge~t .bfu~~~ 
This reg.ion. Mkronesfo., is a U.S. Trust Territory their native way o( life. depending on U.S. handouts. 

of the Pacific lsJ.a.Dds. It ls just north of the .equator, Theirwof'l.l for radiation is poison and they b.ave seen 
east of the Caroline lslaJ)d3 and northwest of the bow the •>0ison aile-cts their bodies and they are . 
Gilbert Islands, about baltway behreen tbeHawail&n afraid ol -'•hat It may do to them and their children in . · 
Islmd& and Australia. ,..,. · the tutun. . ' 

The. Marshall I.11.a.ncU .,,~·chosen aa an atomic · · · - · ·- -
bomb prnvtng gr<><md first in ~'and numerous tests ' Dool'I UDdentaad .. ~ . · 
weA coi>ducted at both Bik!nl and Eniwetok 1U1til a '.·;~."They don't clur!y undentand radu.tloa. But :< 
mont.oriwn was declared in 1958. ~\ 1 •1' ~they've hr.en sick from ncliation and they've~ at . 

It wu lour years too late ln the minds ol the leest one c:hild die, and tl:ey'>'e &eell o~ or ' ' 
~!ors!W!ese. · .·' mono o( the ;>e<>ple taken·!<> the United States and : · 

Actua'ur,. ad~•™' health efiect. dld not obow =~~~~~~ d'.;,,~~~~ ~ia:; , : 
~ for oome years. With ooe exceptioa.· Ol>e fulw"e holds for them oP-tbei.r c:hildrea." said Dr; · : 
o( llJe_"flsh<!rmen oo the Lucky Dragoo died six Katrady. . 1._• • ·.._ · •• • ·,. .• ; • 

~ afte:r ·lM--~~osion. 8:Jt~ ~ ~di.t:~n ~;}~ . .,, ... A resuJt.. be Wd. ls~. growmc dlftnist 1

-foi .. 
t>l.U'J:l.L. ·~·.' .. •· '·:.N,,_1:::·:-; ... : '!., -··-·-·~·~\;.;:.AD:.erir:o.:t.1.hclurs."niayfa.artbc-1:...-c::.etbem:tol-:l. 

Th3t !act ...... widely reported and. despite.tho .. " the trut1J and Ibey ..,.. begjn.ulne to req.-t that: 
fact Ca"t the United states began· to pump bealth. Ja~doctonatteodthem. · · .. ~~.; .. 1:-: .. ~ · .,~·:. 
''"'1ccs •od health can dollan Into the Wallds, tho n.. parallels beto.een the Manhall blaDds ' 
~la:>d peopl .. were still largely lorgotten, .said Dr. iucldeot, which ls view..d by tho United States as a · ., 
~, the lonner Brookhaven pbys!CWl.. :•;, thermonuclear •ccident, &Del the coDductot testlnil In • , 

AECOrcleredExam.1 ·-·. ,... tbeNev1dadesertare.Omewbatuneven..~.: 1 • ·:.:~I 
The uposod !slanders were ant examined after For oae llW>a. the radiation d.,..,. wer;, probably '. .' 

the bl.ut by order ol the Atomic Energy Comntiuioo. much bi&her ln the lsWida. Radiation bl1r1l5 .were • ' 
Navy doctors, In tbem&Jorily, did the bealthllW"VeY'f, · much more COIDJDQ11 with tbelsland people than With:· 
focusmg on radlatiou etfec:U. ID 1966 they were 1<>1dler:i in the Nevada desert lor nuclear warfare • 
turned over t.o the Brookbuen Natlooa!Laboratory. ~maneuvers. · ;-
Since then they bave been conducted In conjunction Too, It may be that the United States will DOt be • · I 
mth tbe De!>arlment of Health Sernces of the Trust -· lound llahle in expuclng troops, lil<e Paul Cooi>er and · • 
Territory, armed serviceo m«lical •pecialists and ?then, lC" low-level loa.izint! radi.tlon thot allqedly:: 1' 
pe.-.oaoel from vario<>s U.S. medical cen~,... lnduc«I delayed leukemias m flchtine m..._ : 

~
~. 'll'hile this moaitorin& hu beeii · Nooetheleu, Dr. Kotrady...,. a.a inequallt;r ID. ··.i 

g on for years, aimed at the o.ati\'e peoples. no c:overnmt.>at ~.a• be woRed ~ran o~a:niza- ~ 
m al ioUow..up was made oa the 28 American tion fUnded to morutor health for radiation Tlc:tirm, 
se cemen otationed on ~ and e,,_..j, oald aD<! lobbied for recent legialation lhal is puttlnc larp 
Dr. KDtndy. He said that lo hi. lmowledg~ the U.S. · sums of mooey in tho l)OCke(S al victims and their 
donn't l:now where they are"""'· •. families ... this in the face ot U.S. denial< of clalms 
~r parallel, he said, to the lack ol medical by the ex-ooldien who bave c:ancers aD<! are turulnS 

foUow-up on the servicemen asgigned to the Nevada up iD a la.\-ger than expec:ted l.nctdettce rate-. 

testing. .the 8:~~t1;j,~f! ~~~P~=r~ ~ 
la 19ti3, inedical inlemt in the islaods look on new National ~arch Council's Medical Follow-up 

momentum with the appearance o[ growth retard.a. Agency bas planned an eneosi.ve study of -men 
tion b some childttn and some thyroid abnormalities assigned lo the Nevada testing. ~t dt:M:S not mean 
- n'1w developUlg as benign and mall,gnant thyroid there will f>4' compensation. however. 
tumon;. Meanwhile, Dr. Kotr::idy is aligning him.sell with 

Then. in 1972, a 19-ye.a.r~ld Rongelap ·youth those wha maintain the United States en-ed tn 
exposed in 1!)1)4 developed a !atal case o{ acutl'I Nevad3, just as it did, and admits it did, at the Bikinl 
m:,oelogenous leukemia. TI\at is the same disease . Atoll. 


