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ENEWETAK ATOLL
century rsed aeross this neck-
tace of ixlets i u fory. Now spent of
war and nucivas cxplusions, the atoll
is resdy to be returned Lo the gentle
peaple who formicrty tved here.

The people of Enewetal can overs
comie the unexpluded orduance wnd
other debris of World War 1L They
are less certain about living with ra-

foavtivity — somie of it to remain
for 240,000 years
nuclear tests in the northern part of
the ac!l from 1943 through«1938.
Tases of cancer have
neng other people of the
mid-IPacific who were
irrudiated from the Tallout of a
hydrogen bomb lest-in 1934, The
uncapected madignaneies hove call
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— rebeased from U < much of Funewetak to nuctear rubble,

o mlo qucslmn the sclcnllhc as. © sién. now lhc [-‘.ncrgy Ilcscarch nnd'
sumptions of ‘\Lrnar\ tolerance o Developmient - Administration
radiation. {(SRDA), affirm they can do the job,

Uniike (\0]7\1\<l|l0n5 ul nlhul n\id- events’ of vecent yeoars have institled |
Pacific atolls wha were dosed with & sense of caution in the people of :
downwind {alloul, especs al Ron- Enecwetuk. .
pelop and Utirik, the Enewetak peo-. ‘Fen yeurs afo, the Uniled States

a similad cleanup at Wiki-

have

ple are Lelieved to escapmd underty
radioaclive contamination. The ni atoll and allewed some residents
United States had removed them o e —_
forcibly belore Lhe tests, to a distant Ptheiss ind urtieles copyrighted (957, The .. .
group of istands known as Ujelang © o lanctuhs Advertiser .
s atoil . . : - - -

Although most want to return,  to return. A shil-pending . suit was -
some of the people are wondering - filed fn 1973 with the: U.S. District
whether the technolegy that reduced - Court in Hawniiclaiming thet the

coradivjopical serubbing of Bikint was
incomplete. ERDA
some 160, Bikini people who moved
back ta theis wtotl in 1970 has reveals
ed an uplaze of
spmn.mcuwsly cmitted, radiant engy
ay -— inoresidents that is deeme
sighar than aceeplable. .
“Some of them are caling unap

also can locate and remeve contami-
“nuted matter te a level that wills
keep thent free from radistion-ine
“duced itnzsses such as cancer
. gene mutations.

While decontamination scientists
of the NDefense Nuclear Agency and
the former Atoraie Knerpy Comimis- .
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U.S. decontamination progranm. A
little-putiicized study by the Brook-
haven National Laboralory reporied
in 1974 that growth relardation and
thyroid tumors. have devejoped in
same Rongelap residents.

They received skin irradi Jllon in
the “‘thousands of rads’ from the
downwind fallout. ol Operation
Rravo, the U.S. hydrogen bomh
explosion at Bikini of n]:l"ch 1. 1‘J
the study said.- © . - ;

At the-time of the (m}luu‘) acci-

- dent it was-not considered likely that
the-thyroid had received o <\J{|cxcnl

“In retrospect lh\s
proved to-be ql.\n: wrong, since thy-

roid injury-and its sequelae have:
" been the-most serious late resull of -

the fallout exposure of the Marshal-
Jese people,'-said the report.
Of 68 persons.irradiated on Ron-

h\nr‘me te result in.

neweld

galep. 29 developed thyroid abnor- :

malities by 1874 and 24 underwenl
surgery: for the removal of tissue.

Cancer was lourd in three of the 24 .

patienls, =

The "O-yenr Broochnvun review,
carded out for the Atomic Energ
Commission,-said: “*Regarding can-
cer of the thyroid, on the basis of
Marshall:Islands statistics. about
0.033 cases would be expected in the
Rongelap -group over the 20-vear
period, \vherea< lhrce cases occur:
rcd

The }o’l ar 153 peo'\h: of Ulirik
atol! were [arther downwind and re-
ceived perhaps a 10th as many rads,
which are a unit of absorbed dosage.
Of that atell, the study said: "Ia the
Utirik population about 0.05 ¢
would be expected and one occy
red; in view-of the low dose of radia-
licn it is unlikely that-this case is
radiation induced.” .

1t now cevelops, however, that
more than one malignancy have
occurred among the Ulirik peopte:
An ERDA health team has docu-
mented three confirmed cases of
thyroid cancer. with still another
unconfirmed. The Uliric prople re-
portedly have lost confidence in the
ERDA health visits, which are paid

four times a year. . ¢ .

The incidence of 1hyro:d cancer an

* Utiric may lead to a rcwx\m-mmnn

of prcvinus y assumed “safle’ Icvels
of tonizing radiation.

Dr. Knud D. Knudsen, an HRDA
physician stationed on Kwajalein
atoll, left by boat last week to con-
duet the quuTierly raams of TIAATA
and Rongelap but will not “wisit Uti
ic, according to Theodore Murawski
anather F‘Y(D/\ hrxl()\ n!hc‘ﬂ on
:\unjalcxn. KR

CWe're trying-toiget- annlhv-r'

physician out here to visit Utirie.””
e said. " Dr. Xnudsen is not gning to
Litiric on this trip in part becouse
the people there don't want him. ™"
inst this backzreound that
ERPA and the Defense Nuclear Ag-
ency are vexninning their three-year
cleanup of Enewetak with §20 mil-
hon appropriated by Congress.
Visitors to the atoll arrive at
Enewetak island, the largest of some
40 islands. that encircle the placid
walers of a lagoon 17 miles across
and 23 miltes Jong in a northerly
southerly axis. The name “Enewe-
ok is. preferred by the islanders
over "EniwetoX,” the more common
usafe in past news stories.
Although a pinprick on the map,
o atnll hecemes a world of its own
5 che searches the horizon, able to
see only a few of the scores of islets,
In a corrugaled tin building, the
humidity held in check by trade
winds and one strugsting air condi-
ttoner, Army Col, Edgar Mixan Jed a
brieling on the plan to return
Enewetak to the people who, @ cord-
ik o their degends, were Clsere
inningt
Twelve islands of the atoll are con-
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sidered rnr‘cor\hmma(ed al presant,
all ¢f them in the south. Erewelak
islard, anchoriny the southern quad-
rant of the vast fringing veei. and
Medren ista ard,

two dets no

were once bustling olaces where 3s°

many as 10,000 scientists and sup-
port personnvl lived while exploding
nuelear devices at ~‘~e atoll's ro—m-
ern section.

In the 19305, Encwetak n;:::' bc—
came active 25 the receivin: i for
missiles tauncked from Vandenbery

. Air Foree Base in Californria. Nose

cones ware aimed at the lazoon and
recovered irom h> dcglh; c[ 100 1o
200 fext. - T

Troops of ihe 51[‘1 ‘*c'wy combal

T enginewring baitalion irom Schoiirid

Barracks in Hawaii stavted arsiving
. last weeX to clean up from the nrorih-
ern area an estimated 125000 cubic
.yards of noncontaminated debris,
7,309 cubic yards of radioactive
material and another 79,680 cubic
“yards ol soil contaminataed with plu-
. lonjum. .
For the next six months the

\\'xll
be rennvating facilities on Evewelak
and building a mini-cily on Lojwa,
one of the few islands in the r\mlh
~considersd safe. A thousand troeps
“and decontamination scientisis will
e sanilizing the aloll when the
operation reaches its peak by, the
cnd of the yzar.

When throuzn, they wnll d\sm:mlle
most of the structures, then turn
over to the Dprnmwl of Interior
an additional $12 million job of
creating an augricultural base and
living facilities in a land-use plan

worked out in agrecment with the.

Enewstak peaple.

CNEXT: The EnvwelaX propie return’

home.
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