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Marshall Islanders Showing .Thyi-oid 
,, . -

Damage--Result OJ '54 H-B~m~ 
team's most recent report to the Atomic Energy Com­

. mission is being circulated this week to members' of the 
·Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy. / 

. What these reports show is this: 
Between March and October of this year, 10 new 

cases of thyroid abnormalities have been found among 
the 82 Rongelap natives Who. were· exposed to fallout 
in the first week of March, 1954. This brings to 18, 
the total n 
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tumors. But at least one has turned out to be a cancer 
of the thyroid gland. . . . 

Significantly, in a control· group of Rongelap natives 
who escaped the 1954 fallout-including some neai: rela­
tives of those not as lucky-there has been no evidence 
of thyroid disease. 

Six of the thyroid victims have undergone successful 
operations. Three, with benign tumors, underwent sur­
gery at the U.S. Naval Hospital on Guam. in 1964. Three 
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~t Brookhaven. 
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