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Dear Jsneral Leper:

This will aclmowledge receipt of your memprandum dated 22 Seplen~-

ber, 195k, forwarding the United States Havsl Radiclogical Defense
laborstory propossl for a radiological survey of the atolls of
Rongelap and other atells in the Marshall Islands, This proposal,
dated July 6, 195L, was developed prior to the July 12 and 13 meet-
ings here in HWashington, at which time the Division of Bilology and
%edicine met with representetives of the Ammed Forces Speclal Weapons
Froject, Haval Radiclogical I'efense Lasboratary, Nsval iiedical hesearch
Institute, and the Bureau of lNedisine and Surgery, to discuss future
studies of these atolls, both medical and rsdiological,

Since tnis neeting informel discussions conoeraning future plans have
been held betwsen the Division of Blology and iedicine, Ir, Donaldson
of the University of Waghington Applied Fisheries lLaboratory, who, as
you know, has a gontinuing program of study st the PFacilic Prowing
Ground, and the Naval Radiological Defense Laborstory, A final dis-
cussion of the requiremsnts for the resurvey of the atolls snd the
bept utilization of the talents and manpower availeble from both
groups took place Cetober 25 at Hunter's Feint,

Fresent were:
Ir. L. Donaldson, lniversity of Veashington, Applled Fisheriss laborstory
Havel Radiclogiesl Defenss Lsborstory

ir. P, G, Tompking, Scientific Director BE UNCLASSIFIED
Dr. E, P. Cooper, Associate Sclentific Directer g‘y"‘[ﬁﬂg‘;}? OF DOE/OC
¥ 1 8#
s y []
Chemical Teghnology Division NewEo ey . DAIE
or. E. K. Tompkins, Hesd ﬁb(,w.w 3//7,36

¥r. P Zi@m’ !h.d’ ‘mm Branch
rr, R, Rinshart, Analyticsl Brench
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Havel Radiologicsl Defense Laborstory (centinued)

Bio-Medicsl Civisiom
Ir, ¥V, P, Bond, Hesd, Expsrimental Petholegy Rrench
Iry S, He Gohn, Head, Ioternsl Toxie¢ity Bransh
Ir. Re W, Brausr; Head, Fhawmsecology Bransh
Hr. R, P, Moolson, Staff Agsistent to Direster
BuSaips
Mr, V, ¥, Saitta, Code M8

U, 8, Atomie Energy Gm

e, C, L, Dunham; Deputy Direeter, Divisgion of Blelogy and Hedisine

It was agread that s task up of four sclantistas from NRDL would
meet on or about December & with one repressntative of Ir, Donaldson's
group, st Xwajalein, snd proceed tc aske genersl radioclegical resurveys
of the following atolls:

Rongelap Bikar
Rongerik Utiwik
Mlingines

ending at Hougelap on or about [ecember 12, whsre Ir. Donaldson, with
three others of his growp, would meet and join forees, making a group
of nine scisntists to do an intensive survey of the islands on the
Rongelsap atoll,

It was further agreed that specimens and samples would be oollected by
the joint team, ss per ths request of the Atomic Esergy Commissicn,
these specimsns toc be forwsardsd to the New York Operations Office and
to the University of Washington Applied Fisheries Lsborstery as desipg-
natedj in addition the jJoint tesn would eolleot sucgh samples ap NRDL
sight require for its own purpasesy that thes Atomie Energy Commission
would defray the expenses of previding tiw four NRDL perscnnsl for the
Joint teamj that ONO would be requssted to provide loglstic support
for the groupy that Ur, Donaldsonts group be supported as in the past,
but thet the Atamie Energy Oomuission wes not to be asked to defray the
eost of solentific and laboratory studies which WRDL might ehocse to
pursue on msterisl collscted by this expedition,
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4 new proposel based en the October 25, 1954, discussioms nt
Huater's Point will soon be submitted by NKIL, supsrseding the

July 6, 1954, propossl, &« copy of which was emclesed with your
memoranium of Septesber 22, 195k, It is sxpseted that the propossl
will raquast the LEC te defrsy the expenses of tis studies and gol-
lections in the Pseifie, including four or five NALL personnel, but
exclusive of subseguent leborstory anslywes at Nill, The &mpmd
mwcesssrily will be conditiomed on logistic support from Chief
of Navel Cperations, It will be spprecisted if yowr offlce will
olort the hief of Naval Gpersticus of the penersl logistic reguire-

mont pending reocelpt of s speeifiec vequest.

The rivemic Pneryy Comunissien will adviss your office of the results

of whe studies wnd of owr recomwendstions songserning the re~ccoupation
of the sffected atolls.

Sincerely yours,

Chairman
Honorabls Herbert B. Laper

Chairman, Milivary Lislson Commities
%0 &haﬁtmic Energy Commleszion
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