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Daar Dr 'Vetter: |

CU X am counscl fbr the people of‘niklni vho Were Boves
off tbcir ‘atoll in-1946 &0 that the United States could conduct
nuclexr weapons tests.: I am writing to seek your amsistance
in reviewing the methodoloqy »results and.cpnclusions: oz reCent -
radiological ‘and. medical Btudies at Bi kinl,_ :

Fron 1948 to 1958 the Uhltéﬂ States detonated 23
nacleax dcvaces at Bikini, 1nclud1ng the’naxch 1, 1954 hydropea
bomd test YBravo.* In 1967, nine‘yea%n af President Eisen-
hower declared a moratorium on.atmospheric muclear testing, the
Atomic Energy Commission .(AEC)” conducted ‘a’ radiological survoy
of Bikini to measure its safety! An Ad Hoc Comnmittee sappoinmtud
by the AEC reviewed the resulte of the s +y and declazed that
gikini was- "ane agaln safe fbr hunan habi ion.¥ Ths Ipore
cominﬂeﬂ B PR S ~ ~

‘ "*The exposures tn radlationrthat uould rcsult

. from the repatriation of ‘Bixini people do

- Dot offer s -anificant thr'at tm their hanlth
_lndtsafety '.*W

hecora ly,,on August 12, 1968. President Johnson annpunced
that rad atidn levels on Blklni Atoll were_low enough to allow
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cleanup and rehabllitatlon lof Bikini began in 1969
in prtparation for vesettlement, and the!AEC continued o
popitor Bikini's ‘safety..One REC official stated in 1969
that "there iz virtuaily*nn.madlation left, and we can fingd
no discernable effect on either:plant or:amimal life.™ In
1971, the Pirector of AEC's Division cf Op¥rational Safaty
reported . that well water: samplaSrhad nxtaken from seweral
locations on Bikini Island over . a perpod qfutlme and that,
'ftun<a radiolog:cal wiewpuint;sthe watt& iﬁ safe to dripk.*®

Despxte thcse ussurances, e Bikinlans expraseed
1ncrnnsing concern over the atell's shfety, ~gnd in 1975
brought s court action teé séeX an order directing the Unmi
States to vonduct a thorough. radlological slirvey of ths atoll
to measure. and assess, 1ts safety. . In the court complaint, ths
szinisnz opanly conceded&their ignorhnce as to Bi ‘c aazetyx

:;T]'FOI’US to. nake ah lﬁt&lllgent decuszon td
¢ resettle Bikini Atoll, iwe must be able to
.. weigh our désire and return against the
. 'radiological risks ér” returning. ; We have .
" mot Been prpvided with that! 1nfprnntion
'-Jq,in a form that we can under?t&nﬂ.* _
Keter several years of litigatldn and settltment dlscuaaions.
the United States agreed to- conduct a' thorough radiological
study, including aerial radiaticn surveys and: terrestrial and
wurine studies, of Bikini and thirteen other islands and stolls
in the morthern Marshall’ Islands that received fallout frowm
one or nore o£ the U.s. nucleir tests11nlthe,9acific.

The survey ya3’conducted in:late 1978, and wcne of the
results from:the aerial surveys have been. released. Bafore the
survey was even conducted, ‘however, m dical examinations con-~
ducted in April, ‘1978 on the!145 people 'who had been movsd back
to Bikini in the eparly 1970'% . showed body burdens so high that
it was noc:azary to kove them off Bik%nl X3land

Bascd on thesc medical exam*natinnﬁ and preliminecy
rezults £rom the radiological:survey, the United States bas
announsed that Bikini;Islandiwill be ¢ff 1imits for habitation
or egricultaoral use. for appreoximately! 60 years and that Enau
Island ﬂn Bikin1 Atoll'w111 bz off llmxts for at leaat 20~25

lﬁh&vblkiniihs} whofare confﬁscd by the contlictiwg
infornntion they- have ireceivéd over th¢ ysars, do not under-
stand uby‘carller aurveys of'nikanx W re artbncous.} Thoy
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" //r : C
huve, nndarstandablyy lost all trust tnU.Sﬁ COVernnnut
scientists.” o | Do
L : o

I expressed these views on behalf of the §a0§10 of
Biklnl 1::: month in xemarke to the United Mations Trostasship
Council (see attachient at pages 10-11}, and I reguestaf that ,
#n intermational commeittee: of ecientigts, having no comasction
vith or interest in the U:S.:government or:the U.S. nuclear
testing program, indépendently ‘review and assess the reoults
and cooclusions of the northern Marshnll Islands radiological
survey, spetificallyias they: apply tol the safety of Bikimi
and - Eneu Islarnds in Bikini- Atoll. ‘Last week: I made thi saae
requast to the U.S. ‘goverrmerd,  ‘snggesting that the United
States fund an independent asaéssmentxof 4the ! survey by a com-
mittee of international scientists or . perhaps fund soveral
independent assessments by inﬂividual non~0nited States
acieatistn.' R | .

Given the inportancc of this survey to the foture
of the Bikinians, ‘the past mistakes. o{ U.8,iscientists im
saasuring and/or assessing . the safety, of Bikini, and tee
uncerteinties concerning the: long~ter$ effett of low levels
of radiation, I belisve that it is- 1n£the interests of all

parties to seek independent assessment of. the survey. . Al-
thonch ‘I have ‘not: yet received a formal reply from the United

States government,:I- am hopeful that it will respond fhvorably
to thc nzkinxans'-reguest.,.;___ ,

: Cin thercvent that the United Statcs does aqr%@ =)
fund an independent review of the northern:Marshall Islands
rediological survey, would .you be interested in participating
in this review? Some of the broad questions the Blkinilns
seek to have answcred are the, followxng-:} 1 ) -
':~?ff Was the proper methodoioqy uaed 1n the -
orthern Harshalls surveyV. s _ L
' Did tue survey: employ the bext avallable
technological technique: ~and equlpment? T

st Are tbe data collected from tba survey hccmrnm
and reli:blc? ’.j’ o SR |

- Are the conciuslons,, qedictions and riek
Nameﬁsn%ntﬂ concerning: the future safety of Bikini and Erea
fmlonds valid?  An analysis of this issue would, of couzea,
nocegsitate a review of both the suxvéy and the Apxil,- 1978
nadical,ckaninatxons.w.iﬁgu, RN e
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. If you would be. interested in partic1pat1ng in this
pro;ect, ploase let me know at your earliest convenience. 1f
you wish, ‘I will send you ‘detailéd mforination concerning the
sumy m thc medical axanuwtions.
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