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District fcministrator, Marshalls

Utirik — Ronrelap Medical Agreement

A guestion has arisen concerning the dfferences betyeen the provisions of
Public Law 5-52, passed In the [irst regular session of the 5th Conrress
of Micronesia in 1973, as compared with the provislons of the Arreenent
between the U.S. Atomice Irerry Corrdssion (now ¥RDA), ond the Srust
Territory dated Movember 8, 1974. The Congress of lderonesia in Public
Law 5-52 saw £it to rrovide medical benefits of a rather brozad nature to
the people of Rongelap and Utdrik. The Act further specifies that th
medical benefits will be avallable to the descendants of exposed persons,
as defined in the Act. Section 10 of the Act also directed the High
rmissioner o sesek an Dxecutive Arrecment with t fray the
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LENoSs provided Ly Uds Act, Tut, wiicriwaicly, the Amred
to above, between ALRC and the Trust Territory, limlts the medlcal serwvices
only to people on the Poster of the Drookhaven Fediecal Survey feam and
ralkes no provision for the descendants of those people who were exposed to
jrradiation.

To our Imcwledge the Congress of Mleronesia, after having passed Public

Law 5-02, has provided no Nunding for carrying out its provisions.

A Turther reference to Public Law 5-52 and the ARC - T.7. Arrcament, referred
to above, provides another problem, to wit; Public Law 5-52 provides

healtn services and medical boneflts to all of the neople of Fonrelap and
Utirik whereas the Arreement between ARC and the Trust LSerritory provides only
for thiose peorle in the control rroup, referred to above. Thercfore, it is
necessary for a determination to be made by some medical rerson or staff as to
the rature of the referral for redical treatrent as to whether the 1llness is
from effects of irradiation or fyrom other causes. Cur question, very sinmly,
i1s this, who has responsibility for makding this determination?

£3so, another problem area is that involwving dental work. Cheould Public Lz
752 be interpreted so as to provide corplete dental care, including
dentwres, or should it be limited to providing those services almed toward
raintaining healthy teeth and gums?

Finally, if the Marshall Islands District 1s to be rmequired to pay for the
medical assistance nrovided under Pubhlic Law 5-52, the Farshall Islands
District Will have to entrare in detflcit financing because this prosram is well
beyond our fiscal plan and abiiity to pay for these scrvices.

G 5002y



tHigh Commlzsioner
Yoverber 29, 1576
pare ~ 2

This memorandim 13, therefors, to apidse you of a situation that ig
potentially costly to the Marshall Islands Ulstrict ond also to let you
you Incw of our problemm and ocur coicerns with respecet to the Lrolerentation
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