
t.j.(I :I. '700 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE _________ -._r._.-..._"!..t:/" 

.• ~ r 
.' 

1
, ~ • i : i 

Hipj1 Corrrnissioner, '1'. T. of the Paci.fie Islands V"'"'/ Novcn:ber 29, 19/'6 __ ..,,__..,_~- ,~..-....·-~·--

p & D 
District Ji.c!]:i:l.nistrator, !·'!arshalls 

OPN 

Utirik - T-\onr--;c lap ViedJ.cal A~ement 

A question has arisen conccrnin[". th~ clifferences bch:een the provis.lo;~;, of 
Public J....J.w 5-52, passed in tr.e first regu.lar session of the 5th ConD'ess 
of Vi.icronesia in 1973, as co:01c'1red with the provisions of' tl:e /W:rce.':12nt 
bctHeen the U.S. Atordc E.r·.er?·s Cornd.ssio:n (now Elir.A), Gncl th2 rr·rust 
'I'erritory dated Novcn~)er 8, 19711. The Cone_:ress of 1~crones1a jn Public 
law 5-52 sa'.·T fit to provide E"'..:-clical benefits of n. rather brrod nature to 
th2 people of Eon,r;:elap and Utirik. 'TIK: Act further specifies that tl!.e 
medical l:ienefi.ts Hill be avaJlable to the cescencl::mts of exposed persons, 
as defined in the /\ct. Section 10 of the J\.ct also <11.rected the Hie:J1 
C"A'X";T:-rLssioner to l'&ek an Executiw.: ,;c;rv:-creilt v1itli th·:: !U::C to c~c-fray th·? 
2):}:·CT1;:;(;S r;r·o-v~=-~1cd l.~·:l l_;illG ncT:.' tu...:;·' LGlf'ci .. ~W·lO.tC"IY, tl-·1~; P.s::--~."'22.ti~n-.:. i--c:fc:z.--::i.-2-U. 
to 2.bove, between A.EC ancl the Trust Territory, limts the r::edical sen .. Tices 
only to people on the Eoster of the Erool--:haven V.edical Survey r1·eam c.nd 
1::.alws m provision for the descendants of those p80ple 'rlho were exposed to 
irrauiation. 

'I'D our lmculedge the Cor,r;ress of T'J.cronr::·!;:l.a, afte1, raving pm;secl Public 
Law 5-52, has provided no funding for carI"'Jing out its provisions. 

A further reference to PubJ.ic Le.\·1 5-52 aJ1d the f.EC - rr. 'l'. f'._.,r:,r2Gm2nt, referred 
to above, provides another problew, to wit; Publfo L::.·r1 5-~52 provides 
healtJ-i services anc! !.'.-:;dical benefits to nll of th? np.c1:.,le or Pon;-·c-12.D and 
GtiPJ_k \·;herea~ tl-:0 !1f".J:'C•cner.t bct;·~een f:i::C a.rid 0hc •11<~~--t'·~;\~rrit;r~:r !Jn"'"):vic:e's only 
for those JlE:.'O!lle in the control c;roup, referred to atx)Vc. 7he:r'Gforr>, it is 
necessary i'or a cetcr:.".lin2t:Lon to be n::.cle by sor:ce ~dJcc>..l !1CI'Son or staff' .?.s to 
the n.J.ture of t:he rcfcmll for r;·eclical trentrent as to whetl-:er th2 l1J21e:~;s is 
fio:-;1 effects of irradiation or f:ror:1 other causes. Our question, very siir~)ly, 
is this, \·rho has responsibility for m.:tking this dctcnrd.nation? 

l\:hSo, another problc;n area is th.3.t invol vlnr: dental 1·.'ork. Should ?ublic Lm-r 
5--52 be interpreted so as to provide coil)lete rlent2.l care, incluj_lT'..;::: 
dentm~cs, or should it be lir:lited to pro\ridin.c; those services a:iI.:cc1. tm·:o..rd 
r:mntmnins lJ2altl'ly teeth and or.s? 

Pin:llly, J.f the f..'nr.sli2ll Isl<mds Distr:lct is to be lY:quil"'E.'Cl t:o pay for the 
nedical assistnnce provtclcd under Pu_~,1lc IJl'.•! 5-52, the· F:arshnl.l IsltL'1dS 
DJ :;trict \1111 h2.ve to eN"2.rJ.: in c~cf'icit fina.ncinr~ bcc.:.'.use thb pro;pJ1 is \:ell 
bc:;ond our fiscal plon and ability to pay for th2s~ ~>crviceL;. 
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'lhis n;e:'X'lra..11dum is. therefore, to a;n"i::oe you of a situation t~-,nt is 
potentially costly to th:: f.'.clTIJhall Isl2nds L.Jistrict 2.nd a.bo to let you 
you ](nm1 of our problc:c ar:d our concerns with J:'t?D!Y.~ct to the Lr..plc;;entation 
cf Fut He I/:i.'.r; 5-~~2. 

Oscm• de Enz,1 
Ulstrict f\.ct:-J.rd.Gtrotor 
f.iarsho.lls iJ1Gtrict 

cc: Attorney Gencrnl 
r"P'!""!!I\ ~ / -- ·--- v 
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