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. Baar Pr. Livermau:

- This iz a followup to thoe telephone caﬁvereatian Mr. John E.
. Qe¥Young of my staff bad oo June 9, 1978, with L. Joe Beal,
hagistont Dircctor for Pileld Gﬂ*g t*oﬁa, pivision of

. Opexaticnal and Envirommental Safety, on the urgency of
obtaining laborztory epalveio of food sasples from Encu
Intand and ap up-to-dote roport froam the bDepartwent of Energy i :
on the possible voe of this Aﬁl&nd uy the curzent ragidents , -
. Gf Bikini Island, e : : -;ﬁL;u B %

'uThe residents officialliy have requeﬁted the Hich Cczmiszioaex ,
to procure this information for then since cﬁsy éo pot wigh ~ .. |
Ko leave Bikimi Atell. Yeu will rocall that experimental faed = | 3
T gardeng were ?ﬁtﬂ&ll&ﬂ@d by b.C.E. last autesa on Boeu R

- Egland. Some of cthe Bikini Icland rosideats have been working S
in theze experimental gordens and they cannot underctand why B
- R.0.B., doesn't lave any roesultg a f&&kabl@. otivor than e Ck
zampliar of goms L5 cocomuts. My, Beal also in his testimony
to the Hosgse Interior angaorxutxona Sahcauqittae at the
Hay 22, 1978, hearing, roferred to “focd szoples end other
crops that are mow in the pipeline being anaiysed®. . He st&teﬂ S
gkat the zesules vould be out in & fow wonths. . : RIS
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In vicw of the reluctance ef tha resi&an&n to lsave Bikini
~Btoll, it ip imperetive that we furnish thewm and the Subcom-
mittee an up-to-date &naiyqﬁs of the situatcion on Bneu island

¢ within the next pizty éavs. The Bikinians have asked the Eigh
37 Commissioner to. doloy. & decision on the site for a tesporaxy ..
© relocation until such an analvaxa is gvailaebls. _ oL

<

Therefora, I az= requesting that D.0.B. give this matter the

highest of prioxitics. Kopresentatives of thoe Bikinians will
. ba present at t¢he Juna 19, 1978, Houge Intericx Appropriaticns
; - Subcommittee hesaring on Bikini;-and this mattcr cbvicunly will R
; be raized at th&t tiea aleo. - T SRR
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Rs you doubtlegs know, wa hava already taken tha public
- . position that Pneu 18 unsafe, and that it ought not to be used
a8 -an altermative to Bikinid., W®ith D.O.E. ‘s ceoncurrence, I

Subxokmittce:

“The Committce will recall that when we testified before
you 'a month £go, we anticipated, on ¢the begisc of the
bast informsztion then available o uwz from the Depart-
mznt of Brorgy, that if it were necasgary to move the
poople of Rikini Islend ¢o an aiternative, safe cite, we
could expoct that the nearby islend of BEneu would bo
avalleble for that purpose. Last Thursday we learned
that tests of & Linlted pumple of foodotuffs growing on
Encu showed an uptzke of radionuciides mach in excess of
thoge predicted on the basiec ¢f the known cesiva and
strontium content of the soil, _Acsordingly, ws have con~

zztﬁ o

*The test results reported by the Department of Enargy -
lead the Interior Department and the Government of the -
Trust Territory ¢o two conclusionss ve pust move all of
the current vcsi&enta of Bikini Tslond off that island,
a8 cuickly w8 we are cble to do go: w2 must noL mOvVe

If the foregoing conclugions concerning tha unavailabllity of -
Bneu are mot correct, ve must know that fact prooptly. The
infornation we received from D.O.T. in May supported the abova
gategoricul statesents. If there 1o any doubt from D.O.B.'

. standpoint as to the conclusion atated corcerming Eneu, we-
clearly peed to linow of it prouptly. Any comments you can
offer prior to our hearing scheduled for Juns 19 would be
&leful. Wa shall hope to hear from you by then. ,

at

Sincerely yaura.

@es, mms S. @3 6‘.&""&

HMxs. Ruth G. Yan Cleve
Director
Offica of Territorial Affairs

5010645

PRI

stated the folluwing on Kay 22 before the House Appropriations =~

clugad that va smet eliminstca bﬁau as .an. alteznativa . R

thaa to Ercu, ag hsd besn the Eikini&&sf-heva end ouza".Hﬁ
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At the hearing on Bikind 6 May 22, I proniged to spprise you by Jume 12

‘of the rosults of the visit of the High Cozmissioner ¢o Bikind €0 nost

;- uith the people fdving thero and ¢o oo their preference for relocation .
& fren Bikind Nelend, ‘ . ' : Sl . I

’

L High Commigsicuer Winkel has tolephoned to report that chedr first prefer-

ence 1s to renain on Bikisi Atell. Tho Bikinions ask that the tirs batweed

studies by the Dopartment of Enorgy to dotermine mgre definftely ulgthey
or ot Encu ig a sulteblo siternative. Wo have asked DOZ to comploto its
tests promptly. : SR '

¢ Tho Bilkind Islesd residents expressed great concern about movieg saynvhere

ymrwiGlee in the Marshalls, bacovse ¢o do go would Yintruds uvpen the ripghts of

oo " others.  ¥f they tust Peeve Bildni Atoll, chey have eskod the High o
* Cosstissioner to dosipgnats the site., Ha curroatly béiicves that the fimsl .

+ chafco should be Jaluit or Kild. SR : o

<Ml Winkel snd I will diseuss in detail the results of his trip to Bikini,

" Kk, and Jaluit with you cod the Cosmittes at the Juso 19 hearing. :

smwmﬁy yours,
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Hrs, Ruth G. Ven Cleve
" Directoxr ’

Office of Ferritorisl Affairs )
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-House Carmittes on Aryrvopnintions N ' o e r

" By and the dato they must move from Bikini Islemd be uced for sdditicmal




