4013581

AT

USERDA

W. W. BURR, JR., BER ') 2
CERMANTOWN, MARY LAND /s/ FX AL

USERDA, DIRECTCR, PASO, acx-zomm,‘ HAVATT
ATTN: RCCER RAY .

DRAFT cmmcz“r DISCUSSED WITH TOU PRIVICUSLY FOLLOWS:
EVEKYORE I THE VCRID EXPOSED TO FALLGUT FROM KUGLEAR WEADGHS
ixasrrs CARRIES “A z-zzrzu;m AMOUET OF PLUTCNIUM IN THEIR BODY,
CGE OF WHICH 1§ EXCRETED IN URINZ, PARA, AS A PART. OF

- ERDA's CONTINUIRG PESPONSIDILITY TO EVALUATE TIT REDIOLCGICAL
STATUS OF THE PEOTLE AND TifE EXVIRONMENT OF THE FMARCHALL
zsmms', VERY PRELIMINARY DATA FROY RADIOCHEMICAL ANALYSES
OF POOLED URTHS IN SAMPLUS FROM A SMALL NUMBER OF PEOPLE MHAVE
INDICATED TRAT THE CONCENTRATION OF PLUTONTUM~239, 240 IN
THE URINE OF PERSOKS RESIDIRG ON THE BIKINI ARD RCEGELAP

' vA'l:O‘LLS APPEARS TO BE SOMEWHAT FHIGHER THAN THAT IN THE URINE
OF SELECTED RESIDENTS OF NIV YORK CITY. RADIGANALYSES GF |

THISE SAMFLES FOR OTHER RADICHUCLIDES I8 It PROCRESS, PARA,
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THE URINE C‘-OI\";CEHERATIONS OF FLUTCEIUM IM BOTH POPULATICHS ARE
WELL LELGR LEVELS DZTECTED.DBY USUAL LOW-LEVEL COUNTING PROCEDURES
A:ND VWELL RELOW LEVELS FOR WEICH WE HAVRE E‘CPERIEECE IH ESTIHATIRG
THE AMOUNT OF PLUTCHRIWM Iﬁ TUE BODY. BECAUSE CF THI" WD IN |
VIEY OF G'EHE'R- FACTORS SUCH AS COMPLETELY DIFFERENT LIVING AND
PI}&’SIOI.’JGIC!\L PATTERNS OF THE Tw0 POPULATI(NS, THE PCOSSIBLE

1. 1IN ADDITIOR,

-

SYIGRIFICARCE OF THIS FINDING IS VERY UNCERTAI
CTHE METTOD OF SaMPLING IS SUCH THAT VERY SMALL 1EVELS OF
EMVIRCIDIENTAL PLUTCHIUM MIGHT HAVE CONTAMINATED THE SAMPLES,

FARA, DBASED UPCHW THE DATA PRESEKTLY AVATTADLE, THERE DOES ROT
. . /
APPEAR TO BE ANY IIMEDIATE NFED FOR CONCERN: STUDIES ARE

’

CONTIRUILRG TO CLARITY THR SILCRIFICANCE OF THESE MEASUREHENTS,
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