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This letter is from the chiefs and all of the people in Utirik Atoll.

-Tt has now been twenty-two years since thie radioactive fall-out from the bomb,

which has disturbed the peace and welfare from 1954 until the present.

The doctors from ERDA have told us that there were 1l rads in Utirik and
175 rads in Rongelap, therefore, we are very surprized, because in Utirik we
have ten cases of thyroid nodules, three of which were malignant. Tut in Rongelap
they have thirty cases of thyroid nodules, and also three casés of malignancy.
Perhaps you can tell us if there is some explanation for the same number of malignant
thyroid cases in Rongelap and Utirik, who received very different levels of
radiation?

Additionally, we have many more things to ask, because at present we are
not happy with the way things are: :

1, Why is there not a control group in Utirik?

a) The people of Utirik are different from the people of Rongelap--they
are a different gene pool and breeding population.

b) 'The people of Utirik wvere exposed to different levels of radiation than
the people of Rongelap---Utirik had 1) rads, and Rongelap had 175 rads.

¢) There were different return times for the Utirik people and the Rongelap
people from Kwajalein (following their evacuation) in 195L---the people
of Utirik returned to their atoll after threc months, and the people
of Rongelap returned to their atoll after three years,

d) Would it be covrect to say that perhaps the Utirik people received more
than only 1l rads in light of their quick return time to Utirik?

e) Vould it be correcct to say that we can expect many more cases of. thyroid
problems in the future?

2. llow come the ERDA doctors told us that there was just a little bit of radiat:
in Utirik and a lot in Rlongelap? That is, vihy are there the same mumper
of malignant thyroid glands in Utirik as there are in Rongelap?

3, Why is it that the ZRDA doctors do not examine the children of the exposed
Utirik group?

Le Vhy is it thal the ERDA doctors give different treatment to the people of
Utirik than the people of Rongelap? They do not give full examinations
to the pcople of Utirik every year, as they do in longelap. Why not?

5. The people of Utirik should be able to choosc their ovm doctors
a) The people of Utirik do not like Dr. Knudsen because he does not
examinc all of the Utirik people, and looks at the people of Utirik
as if they are merely animals in a scientific cxperiment, and further,

”. he does not provide a "siclk call" for the people. 4
- b) The pecople of Utirik do not like Dr. Conard because he lies to the -

people, and Hac not nelped the people to understand the problems
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that they confront in regards to the radiation and its effects,

6, Some years ago, the LRDA doctors discovered that a number of the Utiril:

people had adult-onset diabetes, and said that 257 of the people had the

disease.
a) Vhy haven't the ERDA doctors given medicine to the people uho have the

disease in Utirik (medicine: Diabinase)?

b) Dr. Komrad Kotrady had asked the Trust Terrdtory Gov't. (in Majuro) for
the medicine (Diabinase), and they refused to give him any for the
people of Utirik, and therefore, the people with this discase have not
been properly trcated.

7. At present, the people of Utirik have much fear of the radiation that cane
from the bomb:
a) Therefore the people of Utirik feel the need to have somcone come out
and do a study of Utirik for possible lingering radiation.
b) The people of Utirik feel that their arrourocot has becn damapged as a
result of the radiation. At present the arrownoot stalks mecasure one
foot, whereas before the radiation they wmeasured five fect.

As you can see, the people of Utirik are very distressed and angry as a
result of the radiation. The people feel that the ZRDA Program is in need of

vast changes.

‘Thank you very much,

* PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED

“ﬁ cc: Robert A, Conard, M.D., ZRDA
:; Repo Charles Dominal:, Congress of Micronesia
Rep. Ataji Balos, Congress of licronesia
Sen. Olympia Iorja, Congress of lricronesia
Diste Ade. Oscar Debrum, harshalls
Fred Zodo,, Dopte of fterior (Us)
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