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will you favor us with a copy of the recomncndations and conclusions 
for hunan habitation based upon suc!1 a study? The radiation fi~urcs 
we have do not appear to take possible i11ternal radiation into 
account. 

4. The Smith and ~!oore report which \\'C have indicates th::it the 
mean ·backgrdund radiation in the village area on 3ikini island is 
44 nicro· r/hT. On a yc2.rly b.:isis, this produces an CX?Osure of 
3 7·5 mr per year. The Smith- ~-!core report indicates, ho\\·ever, 
that the vi 11 o 5?: ~ are a ,.,. il 1 be covered ". i th c Tu s he d co r a 1 , \\. h i ch 
they say, will cut the mean exposure Tate in half. Does the .-\.EC 
have hard data to support this state~ent? Similarly, it is said 
that tl1c concrete floors of the houses will reduce the exposure. 
rle do not <loubt that the concrete 1..-ill reduce the ex-po sure, but i:o~-; 
much will it reduce it? Quite clearly an exposure rate of 375 rar 
per .year is r:J.Ore than double the establisi:ccl gui<leli11e:s for popula· 
t i on £ r ru p s , \·: ! : i ch i s s e t a t 1 7 0 m r p er ye a r . ~ 3. t he T than s p e cu l :::. :: e 
on H hat th c c x po s u r e 1 eve l s:. r.i i g ht b c h. i th c p n c re t e o !' co r a l , \\' e : : o u l c 
like to know exactly KhJt t~c levels are in the areas ~here the 
Bikinians ~ill do most of their livin7. Perhaps surve~s that h2.ve 
b c c n d 6 n e s i ;ice 1 9 6 7 s ho,,. such f i g u r c ~ , o r , h c p c f u 11 y ,' th ~ s u r v c y 
i us t comDlctccl bv Dr. r.onnrd ::inrl nth"r' \,; l'1 rli5r:l0=r: ::-:1~2~:!.':' 
~igures ~or expo~urc levels in the village area. 

S. Finally, a::d perhaps r.1ost importc.ntl::, '\'e hope that the AEC \·:ill 
present tr.e I\ikini neon le Hi th reli2tle d.Jtn, opinions, and recCJr:-:r.:c:r:da · 
tions b:ised. upon the data, in order that they cc.n decide for tf~c:::­
selvcs 1;l:2t risks are o.cccptablc. The G.ccisions that r.1ight n':!ed 
to be made, for ex~mple, aTc 1·:!1ere to live (Kili or Bikini; if 
Bikini, Hilich island, ar;d ;·:here, on that islanJ); 1·:hat island at 
Bikini should be visited, and for ho1~ long; what foods should be 
eaten or avoided, and in h'h.:it quantity. It appears to be fc.irly 
certain that the 3ikinions will choose to live on Bikini Tather th;n 
Kili, even if there is some probability of harmful effect fro~ radia­
tion. To the best of our knowledge, the other questions have ~ot 
yet been specifically addressed by the Bikinians. 

It is, of course, quite difficult to present the questions of ~os­
sible risks fro;;, 10:1' cicsa::;c radi<ition in a m<::aningful, corrp~·cher.siblc 
non-alarmi~g mnnncr. ~cvcrthcless, ~c believe it is i~portant to 
mak~ the ;.!ttempt. Our brief stutiy of the area h;:i.s not led to a 
clear idea of how the expl2nation should best be made. In response 
to a qt1cstion, Dr. Walter Ncrvik has infor~ecl us that at~e~pts to 
state prob~bilitics of ~enctic and/or sonatic defects, based on 
var i o us dos a g c 1 c v c ls , Id 11 not b c m caning f u 1 1·: h c n a pp l i c cJ to a pop u -
1 a t ion a s s ma 11 a s 6 O O re op 1 e . ~·Ir . Rog c r· n. a y , o f t h c A EC .'~ c \·ad J. 
Opcr.:i.tioi:s office, }1;-is· su:,"!gestcc..! th::i~ cor.:varisons of radiation level::; 
at Bikini with the U11i:ed States or.else~h~rc will be a useful tool 
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in comprehending risks from background radiation. In any case, 
we believe that it is vitally i~portant to state the risks, ho~cver, 
small, froT!1 10111 closage radiation, in a manner that is comprehcn-
s i b 1 e to the Bikini p e op 1 c . 1fo are sure that you share this be -
lief, and that tl1e AEC i·:ill have constructive ideas as -to ho1.,r to 
p~csent sopl1isticated concepts of radiation to a non-technological 
society such as the Bikini people. 

We 'realize that the .:ibo\·e request to state the risks ·of low d_osaze 
radiation in a meaningful ~anner intrudes sone~hat into the contro­
versial area surroun<llng t~e threshold or no t:ircshold debate. ',·:e 
do not suggest that 1;e accept or :reject ci ther theory. However, 
as ·stated by the ~ational Council or Radiation Protection and 
Heasuremen ts, ". . . prudence dena11ds t!ia t, even though unproven, 
the no threshol<l concept should be used for esti::iating the lilet:Xii.iu:n 
deleterious effects of ionizing radiation." (I3asic Radiation Pro­
tection Criteria, p. 58) \\'hat 1·:e arc saying is that although it 
may not be standard AEC polfcy, for the purpose of evaluating and 
stating t}1e risks to the Ilikinians, the AEC should assume the no­
threshold theory. At the very least, 11•e request that you evaluate 
th c r i s ks us in g b o th th r cs ho 1 d and no th r e s h· n 1 r1 :-i 5 5 '...'. ~ ~ '.:. :. c ~.:; . 

A number of Kili people may be able to return permanently to Bikini 
in the n c x t rr. on th or so . i·.: c ci o no t b c 1 i eve that th c i r return is 
contingent upon receipt of the infor1:1ation request~d in this letter. 
Never the l es s , it 1-: o u 1 d s e em a ppr op r i ate th J. t a response b c prep n r c d 
as soon as possible. l'Ie loo)\ fon;arcl to receipt of the AEC evaluJ.­
tion of the concerns expressed above. 

Sincerely, 

HA/\ILET J. BARRY, I I I 
THEODORE R. MITCHELL 

By: d,, f./ 1/{, ,, ,_[;;-
---rraffil et J. Jµl rry, II[/ 

xc: Distad ~larshalls 
TT Environ1:1ental Protection Board 
U.N. Trusteeship Council 

'Ataji I3alos 
Ralph lfaltz 
Roger Ray 
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