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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

UNCLASSIFIED/N O B W D/NARR,

ON SATURDAY EVENING (LAS VEGAS TIMEY I RECEIVED A& RADIQTELEPHONE

CALL FROM DOE REP JAMES WATT (KWAJALLEIN), RELAYING AN URGENT i
GUERRY FrOM IR PRATT,

DR PRATT WAS AT RONQELAP AND ADVISED THAT "A RONGELAP OFFICIAL™ FAD

HEARD THAT THE SOUTHERN ISLANDS OF RONGELAP ATCLL KAD REEN FOURD

To BE RADIOACTIVE. DR PRATT ASKED WHAT HIS RESPONSE SHOULD BE

CONSIDERING THE LATE HOUR, THE KOLIDAY WEEKEND, AND THE SENSITIVITY

OF THIS SUBJECT, I DICTATED THE FOLLCWING STATEMENT FOR RADIO Y
RELAY TO DR PRATT,.

" THERE IS SCME RADIATION EVERYWHERE IN THE WOLRD -~ SCOME FROM
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Ik, SoME FROM WORLDWIDE FALLOUT, AND SOME MCRE
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LOCALIZED FROM THE SoMB TESTS AT BIKINI . THE SEPTENMBER SURVEY

oF RONGELAP REVELAED THAT RARIATION LEVELS THERE WERE NO

HIGHER THAN EXPECTED,., THEY ARE IN THE SAME RARGE AS TEE RADIATIOH
FROM NATURAL SQURCES SUCH AS COSMIC RAYS, AND ARE IN THE SANE

RANGE AS MANY PLACES I¥ THE U.S. MAINLAND, ALTHCUGH VWE FAVE NOT
COMPLETED THE ANALYSES OF SAMPLES TAKEN AT RONGELAP IH

SEPTEZMBER WE HAVE NO REASON 70 EXPECT ANY NEW RESTRICTIONS ON
EITHER DIET CR LiFE STYLE" .

OR VONDAY AFTERNOQON (MENORIAL DAYD), I RECEIVED, AGAIN FROM J. ¥WATT,
ACKNOWLECGEMENT AND APPRECIATION OF MY RESPONSE, KOWEVER, DR PRATT
RELAYED A FURTHER REGUEST THAT 1 IDERTIFY THOSE "NCRTHERN ISLANDST
VHICH ARE "RADIOACTIVE",

I PESPCONDED THAT I HAVE NO DATA AVAILABLE AT HOME AND YWOULD HAVE TO
DEFER UNTIL TUESDAY RAY 29 LAS VEGAS TINE,

MY I¢MEDIATE RESPONSE TO DR PRATT REGARDING THE SOUTHERN I[SLAKDS I

JUSTIFY CNLY BECAUSE I ¥NOW IT IS TRUE AND ME HNEEDED AN IMMEDIATE

o}

RESPONSE . T ACCEPT FULL PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR IT. HIS FOLLCW-

ON QUESTION IS SOMETHING ELSE, AND RELATES TO TFE WHOLE MATTER COF THE

bOGQHq
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PAGE 3 RHEGNVOO! &8 UNCLASSIFIED/N O N W D/NARR,
PROTOCOL FOR TELLING PEGPLE WHAT WE KNOW, AND THE LINITATIONS OK OUR R
K NCWLEDGE . ;1
BY THIS MESSAGE I DEFER TO YOU OB QUESTION KO. 2. .
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