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S3NL FFoR DR. PRATT,
SUBJ: MARSHALL ISLANDS RESEARCH VESSIEL.
e, HAVE NOW NARROWED THE FIELD OF CONSIDERATION TO TWO VESSELS:

AN OCEAMNOGRAPHIC VESSEL I# SAN DIEGQO AND & CONVERTED NET TENDER
In ALASKA. IT APPEARS THAT EITHER ONE COULD SATISFY OUR PROGRANM
GREQUIREMENTS WITHIN FY 79 ANTICIPATED FUND LEVEL, HOWEVER NSEITHER
'SHIP CAN BE AVAILABLE AT KWAJALEIN I TIME FOR OUK JARUARY

COMMI TMENT UNLESS CONTRACTUAL COMMITMENTS ARE MADE BEY 0OV 15,IN
onrtbzd FOR H&N TO MAKE SUCH CONTRACTUAL CoMMITMENT BY NOV IS5 THEY
NEED IMMEDIATE AND UNEQUIVOCAL AUTHORITY TO PRCCEED AMD TIMILY
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© HV APPROVAL OF THE SUBCONTRACT ULTIMATELY NEGOTIATED,

"

PA;a ! !HHVAAA1387 UNCLAS
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3Y BNL (ZSPECIALLY FOR FIRM SCHEDULES OF PHYSICIAN AVAILARILITY),
i}IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PASO, AND IN TURN HOLMES AND MARVER, RECEIVT
EARLY AUTHORIZATION TO PRCCEED., I ™UST STRESS TKAT IN THE

TIMe ALLOTTED THERE IS MO VIAGLE ALTERNATIUE TO CHARTER

OPERATION AND THAT FOR A CHARTER CQPERATOR TO &8 WILLING TQ RESPOND
WE MUST BE PREPARED TO OFFER A YZAR'S BUSINESS WITK SOME PROSPECT
OF RENEWAL. ASSUREDLY WE CANNOT PROCEED BEYOND THE PRESENT POINT
BWJTH INCHREMENTAL OR CONDITIONAL AUTRORIZATION.

PLEASE KEZP ME ADVISED ABOQARD THE WHEELING.

END OF MSG. OP-860

3T

#1387

I
NN



